
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

Shezad Dawood: Towards the Possible Film 

4 April – 25 May 2014 
Preview: 3 April 2014, 6.30 – 9 p.m. 

Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art is delighted to present a 
solo exhibition of work by artist Shezad Dawood, from 4 April to 25 
May 2014 (Preview 3 April from 6:30 to 9 p.m.). Shezad Dawood: 
Towards the Possible Film comprises a group of recently executed 
light sculptures, an installation of large scale paintings on textile, 
and two films, one of which, Towards the Possible Film, gives its title 
to the exhibition and will have its UK premiere at Parasol unit. 
 
Dawood’s forms of expression seem to operate somewhere between 
the real and the surreal. But, on further examination, the dichotomy 
clearly provides a creative tool that allows the artist to examine 
fundamental questions of being and their significance to humanity. 
Many of Dawood’s questions and investigations are rooted in his own 
cultural heritage, life experience, and a deep desire to encourage 
communication between different cultures, people, and even the past 
and future. His extensive travels and research, together with his deep 
interest in the fantastical, unusual and speculative, all vitally inform 
his ever-evolving imagination and feed into the creation of some 
extraordinary episodes and narratives in his films, in which seemingly 
otherworldly figures are often the protagonists. 
 
Towards the Possible Film, 2014, was shot at Legzira beach in Sidi 
Ifni, Morocco. In a landscape that could well be an alien planet, 
otherworldly figures appear as if to threaten the peace. The region’s 
history and the many wars fought in the 1950s and 60s between 
Spain, Morocco and the independent Saharan tribes were certainly a 
source of inspiration for Dawood. In contrast, A Mystery Play, 2010, 
was filmed in a monumental and elaborate, early twentieth-century, 
Masonic building in Winnipeg, Canada. The film is inspired not only by 
Masonic rituals, but also by the town’s history of having an extensive 
culture of performance and burlesque, in particular for performances 
by Buster Keaton and Harry Houdini. 

 
Dawood’s light sculptures on show at Parasol unit stem from his 
interest in mysticism. For example, The Black Sun, 2010, an ultra-
daylight, white-neon circle, is essentially concerned with the mystical 
transformation of the self as represented by the allegory of the 
eclipse and the notion of the dark night of the soul. While his 
installation of large-scale paintings on textiles – that were stitched 
during the 1970s by women in Pakistan – creates a dialogue between 
two worlds and two realities, both past and present. 
 
The Shezad Dawood: Towards the Possible Film exhibition is 
accompanied by a full-colour publication that includes an essay by 
Oliver Basciano, the transcript of a panel discussion, and an interview 
with the artist. The exhibition is curated by Ziba Ardalan, 
Founder/Director, Parasol unit. 

 

 
Images top to bottom: Shezad Dawood, ‘Towards the Possible Film’ (production still), 2014. Commissioned by Film and Video Umbrella, Delfina 
Foundation and in association with Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art; Shezad Dawood: ‘Mên-an-Tol’, 2013. Acrylic on vintage textile, 
200 x 274 cm. Courtesy Paradise Row, London; Shezad Dawood: ‘A Mystery Play’, (production still), 2010. Super 16 mm transferred to HD, 15 
minutes. Commissioned by Plug In ICA, Winnipeg. Courtesy of LUX, London. 
 



 
 
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 
Artist Biography  
 
Shezad Dawood (b. London, 1974) works across film, painting and sculpture to juxtapose discrete systems of image, language, 
site and historical narrative. His practice often involves collaboration, working with groups and individuals across different 
territories to physically and conceptually map far-reaching lines of enquiry. Dawood's paintings and sculptures interplay with his 
film work as liminal extensions of his interrogation of perception, the politics of place, and structures of belief. Shezad Dawood 
trained at Central St Martin’s and the Royal College of Art before undertaking a PhD at Leeds Metropolitan University.  
 
Dawood’s work has been exhibited internationally, including Modern Art Oxford (2012), Busan Biennale (2010), as part of 
‘Altermodern’, curated by Nicolas Bourriaud, Tate Britain (2009), and the 53rd Venice Biennale (2009). Recent projects include 
feature film Piercing Brightness (2013), a solo exhibition at Parasol Unit, London (2014) and group exhibitions at Sharjah Art 
Foundation (2013) and MACBA, Barcelona (2014). Shezad is a Jarman Award nominee (2012). He currently lives and works in 
London, where he is Research Fellow in Experimental Media at the University of Westminster. 
 
 
Support  
 
Towards the Possible Film, 2014, by Shezad Dawood, was commissioned by Film and Video Umbrella and Delfina Foundation, in 
partnership with Leeds Art Gallery, Paradise Row, Art Dubai Projects, Witte de With, Marrakech Biennale, British Council, 
University of Westminster, Chemould Prescott Road, Galerie Gabriel Rolt, Dar Al-Ma’mûn, and in association with Parasol unit 
foundation for contemporary art. Developed in close partnership with Dabateatr, Rabat. Film and Video Umbrella is supported by 
Arts Council England. 
 
Parasol unit is grateful for the generous support of Dr. Mohamed Hisham el Sherif, Delfina Foundation, Film and Video Umbrella 
and Op. 50.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
VISITOR INFORMATION 
 
Founded in December 2004, Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art is a 
registered educational charity and a non-profit institution that operates purely for 
the public benefit. Every year the foundation organises four challenging and 
thought-provoking exhibitions of works by international contemporary artists 
working in various media, arranges other artistic projects, and gives an Exposure 
award which offers the possibility of an exhibition to graduating student/s from 
an annually selected art school in the UK. The foundation also engages with the 
public and its neighbouring community through a full programme of educational 
events. In its genuine mission to serve the public, the foundation does not bear 
the founder’s name and its exhibitions do not derive from any particular private 
collections. Admission to all exhibitions at Parasol unit is free of charge. Thanks 
to this innovative model between private funding and public support, one of 
London’s most vibrant contemporary art spaces has come to exist and thrive. 

 

 
 

  Free Admission 
  14 Wharf Road, London N1 7RW 
  Opening hours:  
  Monday by prior arrangement.  
  Tuesday–Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.  
  Sunday, 12–5 p.m. 
  Directions: Tube to Old Street or Angel 
  Buses: 43, 205 or 214 via City Road. 
 
 
  For further information please contact: 
  Gemma Colgan 
  T: +44 (0)20 7490 7373, ext. 24 
  E: gemma@parasol-unit.org 
  www.parasol-unit.org  
house 

 

 


