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CUTS EMBROIDERIES AND FROTTAGES

Milan, February 6th 2014. Effearte is pleased to present the group show Paper 
- Cuts Embroideries and Frottages. 
Four Danish artists: Marianne Grønnow and Tina Maria Nielsen, already 
artists of the gallery, Peter Callesen and Eva Steen Christensen, whose work 
is shown for the first time.
The show offers a series of works that explore the paper world through its 
different applications and formats: cuts, embroideries and frottages in small, 
medium and big dimensions.  

The show starts with Eva Steen Christensen’s work, presented for the first 
time in Italy. Here a series of small and big size papers Untitled, Beginnings and 
Ends: on one hand one big work (125x135 cm) opposed to many smaller works 
installed as a 19th century art gallery. The large, light beige image is composed 
of a mass of rectangular fragments of singularly-coloured, handmade sheets for 
watercolour, spaced with gaps like brickwork. With the aid of her sewing 
machine, the artist has used gold thread to sew horizontal lines of stitches from 
edge to edge. As the art critic Ann Lumbye Sørensen wrote: “the overwhelming 
cascades of hanging-down gold threads has a fairy-tail air to it. And the thread 
as a metaphor is in itself the stuff of myth and legend, harking back to Ovid’s 
story about Arachne, who was so clever at spinning and weaving the thread of 
life and that appears in many legends. One possible interpretation of 
Beginnings and Ends could even be that it is in fact the thread of life itself which 
is time and time again being severed in a metaphor for life and death. She 
herself draws our attention to the fact that sewing and the needle’s perforation 
of the material has a specific meaning. For her, the needle breaking through 
paper demonstrates that there is something on the other side that we cannot 
directly see”. 

Moving on to the main room, Marianne Grønnow’s Nightfall, which just 
participated to the show What Am I Doing Here at the Esbjerg Art Museum in 
Denmark, gives the impression of entering into a surreal world with its 
massive black fall made of paper cut flowers (480 x 1000 cm). The artist 
chose flowers because they speak of beauty, desire, death and transience; they 
remind us the impermanence of beauty and perception. 
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She does not represent real flowers, but she seeks a modern spiritual idealism, 
which is neither romantic nor systemic, but intensely  present and poetic. 
Choosing a flower as main motif of her works is also a declaration of feminism 
by the artist. 

	  
Next to Marianne Grønnow’s work, there are 3 drawings (cm 100x60 circa) by 
Tina Maria Nielsen, realized with the technique of frottage which consists in 
making a rubbing with a pencil over a textured surface. The drawing is then left 
as it is. While superficially similar to brass rubbing and other forms of rubbing, it 
is intended to reproduce an existing subject. In this specific case, it is intended 
to reproduce an apple branch, which it has also being realized in a bronze 
sculpture. This essential view of her work is also reflected in the materials she 
likes working with – paper, graphite, bronze – which makes her work extremely 
minimalistic and tactile at the same time. 

In the last room, Peter Callesen’s paper sculptures .
The choice of the thin A4 white sheets of paper is not at all accidental. As he 
explains: “It is probably the most common and consumed media used for 
carrying information today. This is why we rarely  notice the actual materiality of 
the A4 paper. By taking away all the information and starting from scratch using 
the blank white A4 paper sheet for my creations, I feel I have found a material 
that we are all able to relate to, and at the same time the A4 paper sheet is 
neutral and open to fill with different meaning. The thin white paper gives the 
paper sculptures a frailty that underlines the tragic and romantic theme of my 
works.The paper cut sculptures explore the probable and magical 
transformation of the flat sheet of paper into figures that expand into the space 
surrounding them”.
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