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NATIONAL ACADEMY MUSEUM PRESENTS  
ANDERS ZORN: SWEDEN’S MASTER PAINTER 
 
 
Retrospective Highlights Work of One of Most Sought-After  
Portrait Painters of America’s Gilded Age 
 
On view February 27 - May 18, 2014   
  

New York, NY (October 30, 2013) --- The National Academy 
presents a major retrospective of Anders Zorn (1860-1920), 
one of the greatest Swedish painters at the turn of the 20th 
century.  A virtuoso watercolorist, bravura painter, and etcher, 
Zorn rose from humble beginnings in the Swedish 
countryside to travel the world, captivate American artists and 
politicians alike, and paint some of the most-sought after 
portraits of America’s Gilded Age.  
 
Featuring 90 rarely seen works, oil paintings, watercolors, 
etchings, and sculptures, drawn from public and private 
collections throughout Europe and the United States, this 
major retrospective, on view February 27 through May 18, 
2014, reveals the vibrant artistic personality of Sweden’s 
master painter. 

 
A truly international artist, Zorn traveled early in his career to Spain and Algeria where the 
intense color and light inspired this skillful watercolorist to perfect his craft. Later in 
Paris, i̶nfluenced by the Impressionists, he chronicled modern life, while in America he rivaled 
John Singer Sargent as the most sought-after portraitist of high society.  During his seven trips 
to the United States, he portrayed bankers, and industrialists including Andrew Carnegie, and 
even three presidents - Presidents Grover Clevand, Theodore Roosevelt, and, in a portrait that 
still hangs in the White House today, William Howard Taft. Back in Sweden he painted scenes 
of the Swedish countryside, his native folk culture and the beauty and serenity of the Nordic 
landscape.  “Zorn was one of the leader artists of his time, and it is wonderful that American 
audiences will now be able to become more familiar with this master’s art in all its richness and 
beauty”, stated Bruce Weber, Senior Curator. 
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ABOUT THE ARTIST 
The illegitimate son of a Bavarian brewer, Zorn was born into humble circumstances in 1860. 
Raised by his mother on his grandparents’ farm in Mora, Sweden, Zorn’s artistic virtuosity 
blossomed early. At the age of fifteen, he was accepted into the Royal Swedish Academy of 
Fine Arts in Stockholm.  Soon after, one of his paintings was purchased by King Oscar II of 
Sweden. 
 
In 1881, Zorn met his future wife, Emma Lamm, who hailed from a wealthy Jewish family. 
During the four years of their secret engagement, Zorn worked diligently to achieve success in 
the art world, and thus secure a future with Lamm. After gaining international recognition with 
work accepted for the Paris Salon and garnering commissions as a portrait painter, Zorn and 
Lamm wed. Her intelligence and social connections contributed to a powerful partnership, and 
his respect for her is seen in one of his earliest oil paintings, Emma Reading. 
 
Zorn travelled the globe, finding inspiration in Stockholm, Madrid, Algiers, Constantinople, 
London, Paris, Venice, New York and Chicago. His subject matter ranged as widely as his 
travels: from Swedish peasants at work to American presidents including Grover Cleveland, 
William Taft, and Theodore Roosevelt, and from high society ladies poised in their finest 
clothing to voluptuous nudes frolicking the countryside. It was fitting that one of Lamm’s cousins 
called Zorn “a hybrid between a gentleman and a farmer.”  
 
Zorn temporarily relocated to Paris just in time for the Exposition Universelle of 1889, a 
breakthrough moment his work as a painter. He was shortly thereafter decorated with the 
Legion d’Honneur, the most prestigious order in France. 
 
Over the course of seven extensive visits to the United States, Zorn became one of the most  
sought-after portraitists of the Gilded Age—rivaling John Singer Sargent in popularity. He 
painted in an elegant, assured style that captivated wealthy, influential members of society: 
American bankers, industrial magnets, and politicians. His involvement with the Swedish section 
of the World’s Fair in Chicago in 1893 led to his meeting with many members of American high 
society, including influential art collectors Charles Deeving and Isabella Stewart Gardiner, whom 
he went on to paint and etch.  
 
In 1896, Zorn resettled in his hometown of Mora, where he painted scenes of rural and urban 
life during a time when Sweden was transforming itself from a primarily agrarian society into one 
more dependent on industry. His painting Midsummer Dance, which revels in rural traditions, is 
considered one of Sweden’s national treasures.  
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CONCURRENT EXHIBITIONS ON VIEW: 
Zorn’s connection with artists in America is highlighted in a complimentary exhibition, Anders 
Zorn’s American Associates. Zorn was friends or acquaintances with John Singer Sargent, 
Augustus St. Gaudens, Frederick MacMonnies and John White Alexander, whose work is 
featured in this exhibition, which is drawn principally from the permanent collection of the 
National Academy Museum. 
 
Other exhibitions on view include Edwin Blashfield and the American Renaissance, featuring 
work by Blashfield, a central figure in the American Renaissance mural movement of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries, as well as Kenyon Cox, Samuel Isham and George Willoughby 
Maynard. 
 
Philip Pearlstein: Six Paintings, Six Decades. Pearlstein’s nudes provide a contemporary 
American counterpoint to Zorn’s influential approach to painting the nude in a relaxed, outdoor 
setting. Marshall N. Price, Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art, notes, “Philip Pearlstein is 
the most important living painter of the nude figure and this installation illustrates the broad 
sweep of the artist’s long career.”  
 
EXHIBITION CATALOGUE 

The richly illustrated catalogue of the same title explores the life and work of a masterful painter 
who was born in a small Swedish village and rose to international acclaim. Four authors present 
a detailed portrait of Zorn’s life and work, his career in the United States, his oeuvre in the 
context of Nordic art, and his printmaking activity. Also featuring a comprehensive chronology 
and historical photographs, this book reveals a painter traditional yet modern; cosmopolitan yet 
indelibly connected to his Swedish homeland. 224 pages. Published by the Fine Arts Museums 
of San Francisco and Skira Rizzoli Publications Inc. Softcover $55.  

RESOURCES: 
Press releases and image archive: Click here 
  
FUNDING    
This Exhibition is organized by the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco and the Zornmuseet in 
association with the Nationalmuseum, Stockholm. Honorary Patron, Her Royal Highness 
Princess Madeleine of Sweden. 
  
Anders Zorn: Sweden's Master Painter at the National Academy is supported by The Barbro 
Osher Pro Suecia Foundation and The Bernard Osher Foundation. Additional support provided 
by the Embassy of Sweden and the Consulate General of Sweden in New York.  
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ABOUT THE NATIONAL ACADEMY  
The National Academy is one of the country's oldest arts organizations, founded in 1825 by 
artists Samuel F. B. Morse, Thomas Cole, and Asher B. Durand as a place to exhibit and teach 
art.  It is the only American institution of its kind that integrates a museum, art school, and an 
association of preeminent visual artists and architects, the National Academicians. 

Academicians include pioneers of American art and architecture as well as contemporary artists 
and architects, such as Marina Abramović, Christo, Chuck Close, Frank Gehry, Michael Graves, 
Glenn Ligon, Cindy Sherman, Bill Viola, Carrie Mae Weems and many others.  
 
The Academy Museum’s collection of more than 7,000 objects represents one of the nation’s 
most significant holdings of American art and architecture. Comprised almost entirely of works 
donated by National Academicians, the collection showcases exceptional work from the Hudson 
River School to contemporary art. 

The Academy School has been one of the premiere art institutions in the country.  It offers 
studio-based instruction in all mediums and for all ages. Through an intimate, creative learning 
environment and dedicated faculty, the School supports the artistic journey of each student. 
Academy students include prominent artists including Winslow Homer, George Inness, Arshile 
Gorky, and Willem de Kooning. 

 
The National Academy is located on Museum Mile in the former Huntington Mansion on Fifth 
Avenue. 

### 
  
NATIONAL ACADEMY MUSEUM   
1083 Fifth Avenue at 89th Street 
Admission: Adults: $15; Seniors (65+) and students: $10,  
Children under 12, members, and students of the National Academy School: free 
  
PRESS CONTACT   
Heidi Riegler, Director Marketing and Communications         
National Academy Museum and School  
212.369.4880, x 214                                                    
hriegler@nationalacademy.org     
www.nationalacademy.org 
  
 
 


