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Art(ists) On the Verge 2013 - 2014
Northern Lights.mn/Jerome Emerging Artists Commissions

March 8th - April 20th
Opening Reception: March 8th, 7-11pm
Artist talks: April 12th and 19th, 12pm

always free gallery admission

MINNEAPOLIS- Northern Lights.mn presents the fifth edition of Art(ists) On the Verge at The Soap Factory. Art(ists) On 
the Verge is an intensive, year-long, mentor-based fellowship program co-directed by Steve Dietz and Piotr Szyhalski with 
mentors Ta-Coumba Aiken, Christine Baeumler, Chris Larson, Abinadi Meza, Sarah Peters, and Diane Willow. Art(ists) On 
the Verge is a partnership with The Soap Factory. A publication of the exhibition with an essay by Susannah Schoweiler will 
accompany the exhibition.

One of the fundamental concepts defining the mission of the Art(ists) On the Verge Fellowship is the commitment to 
emerging artists working experimentally at the intersection of art, technology, and digital culture, whose practice often 
falls outside of and in between the traditional notions of media or disciplines. The Art(ists) On the Verge fellows are no 
exception. Their work at The Soap Factory engages with a broad spectrum of ideas: the history of slavery, intelligent flora, 
the unification of science and spirituality, machine acuity, and the postal service.

Katie Hargrave makes conversation and plays it back on LPs cast from sugar, which spin a record of debate from slavery 
to labor relations in Minnesota’s Red River Valley, tracing the ideals and unexpected consequences of an engineered 
nature perhaps too sweet to be good for anyone.

Alison Hiltner, an archeologist of the future, imagines nature making its own conversations, with future flora scratching a 
tune whose plaintive vibrations we can feel better than we understand.

Inspired by Einstein’s Builders of the Universe, Aaron Marx uses parametric design and contemporary machining to 
created complex spaces that model the relation of a human to the cosmos and the imponderable wonder of it all. 

Peter Sowinski creates a machine of simple building blocks that encourages the viewer to construct her own tabletop 
universe--and listen to and see the machine’s own interpretation.

Emily Stover has a message. Yet it is one for you to make and for you to deliver. What are the parametrics of such a self-
actualizing system of communication? What are the ethics of such a distributed, participatory experiment in making art?

Participating artists: Katie Hargrave, Alison Hiltner, Aaron Marx, Peter Sowinski, Emily Stover

Northern Lights.mn supports emerging and established artists in the creation and presentation of art in the public sphere, 
focusing on innovative uses of technology, old and new, to imagine new interactions between audience, artwork and place; 
explore expanded possibilities for civic engagement; and encourage pluralistic community. http://northern.lights.mn

Art(ists) On the Verge is generously supported by the Jerome Foundation.
___________________________________________________________________________________
The Soap Factory celebrates its 25th year as a laboratory for artistic experimentation and innovation, dedicated to supporting artists and 
engaging audiences through the production and presentation of contemporary art in a unique and historic environment. Based in the 
historic National Purity Soap Factory in downtown Minneapolis, The Soap Factory is a 501(c )(3) non-profit.

The Soap Factory 
514 2nd St SE, Minneapolis, MN
www.soapfactory.org
    Gallery Hours
    Wed, Thurs, Fri  1-7pm
    Sun  12- 5pm

For more information please contact:
Lillian Egner
Program Manager 
lillian@soapfactory.org
612.840.7702


