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 Erwin Wurm, Arch (Abstract Scuptures), 2013 bronze, paint, wood  (8.66 x 16.73 x 5.51 inches,  22 x 42.5 x 14 cm) 
 
New York, NY January X 2014 – Lehmann Maupin is pleased to present Synthesa, an exhibition of new works by Erwin 
Wurm, on view February 28 through April 19, 2014, at the gallery’s 540 West 26th Street location. Comprised of three distinct 
bodies of work, this exhibition continues and broadens Wurm’s investigation of the nature, origin, and limits of sculpture in 
contemporary art.  By asking the question, “What is sculpture?,” Wurm’s work challenges the viewer to reassess their own 
thoughts on physicality, permanence, and traditional depictions of the human form. 
 
Wurm is well known for his One Minute Sculptures, which he has been creating since the late 1980s, and continues for this 
exhibition with a new series called One Minute Forever. Traditionally, Wurm had provided instructions to viewers in the form 
of texts and drawings, indicating actions they were to perform to become sculptural works themselves. These tasks often 
integrated objects of everyday life, such as chairs, felt-tip markers, buckets of fruit, and shoes, for example. Incorporating a 
sense of the absurd, these compositions nonetheless highlighted the tension between the monumental nature of traditional 
sculpture and the fleeting ephemerality of Wurm’s creations. This new series of work continues to question the temporal 
nature of sculpture by creating skeletal forms that echo the original One Minute Sculptures. 
 
In an additional new body of work, titled Synthesa, Wurm looks closely at the human form, expanding his exploration of the 
sculptural qualities of mass and volume. Using digital imaging technology, Wurm creates three-dimensional prints of the 
human body from Styrofoam, a material that allows the artist to cut, press and manipulate easily. Casting the resulting forms 
in acrylic, the final sculpture recalls the original Styrofoam surface, revealing any inherent imperfections of the formative 
process. Wurm also features varied everyday objects in these works, often resulting in humorous juxtapositions between ideas 
of the eternal human form and throwaway items from today. 



	  

	  

 
Wurm will also present Abstract Sculptures, a new series of work in which the artist contorts sausage-like forms into bronze 
sculptures that evoke anthropomorphic physical qualities and movement. At once whimsical and endearingly strange, the 
works are emblematic of Wurm’s ability to step aside from society’s expectations of sculpture and see the humor and 
absurdity of everyday life.  
 
Weaving together seminal themes of Dadaist tradition, echoes of Duchamp’s use of Readymade objects, and the temporal and 
psychological processes of the conceptual artists of the 1960s and 70s, Wurm’s work engages with the established history of 
sculpture, while expanding the genre’s boundaries in novel ways. Wurm’s practice also challenges the audience’s perceptions 
of sculpture, calling into question the expectation of reality and the viewer’s place within it. 
 
Erwin Wurm’s work speaks to Lehmann Maupin’s history of programming artists that work in varied media. Lehmann 
Maupin also has a strong commitment to artists that present challenging artwork, exemplified in this case by Wurm’s 
exploration of themes and critiques of societal pressures and capitalist ideals.  
 
The artist is involved in several upcoming projects, including an exhibition of his One Minute Sculptures at the Stadel 
Museum in Frankfurt, Germany, opening May 13, 2014. 
 
Erwin Wurm was born in 1954 in Bruck an der Mur / Styria, Austria and lives and works in Vienna. Known for his uniquely 
humorous approach to formalism, Wurm's multi-disciplinary works have appeared in exhibitions worldwide. The artist’s 
recent solo shows include Narrow Mist at the Ullens Center of Contemporary Art, Beijing, China, Liquid Reality, 
Kunstmuseum Bonn, Bonn, Germany, Erwin Wurm, Kunstbau / Lenbachhaus, Städtische Galerie im Lenbachhaus, Munich, 
Germany, The Artist Who Swallowed The World, Kunstmuseum St. Gallen, St. Gallen, Switzerland, Das lächerliche 
Lebeneines ernsten Mannes, das ernste Leben eines lächerlichen Mannes, Deichtorhallen Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany, 
Erwin Wurm - Hamlet, Kunsthaus Zurich, Switzerland, Erwin Wurm at the Musée d'Art Contemporain de Lyon in France, and 
Glue Your Brain at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Sydney, Australia. Wurm’s work was included in the exhibitions The 
Original Copy: Photography of Sculpture, 1839 to Today at the Museum of Modern Art, New York, 2010 and the Third 
Moscow Biennial in 2009.  
 
Works by Wurm are included in prestigious collections throughout the world at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, Peggy 
Guggenheim Collection, the Walker Art Center, Museum Ludwig, Kunstmuseum St. Gallen, Musèe d`Art Contemporain de 
Lyon, and Centre Pompidou, among others. 
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