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ROCHESTER ART CENTER PRESENTS CHIHARU SHIOTA: PRESENCE IN THE ABSENCE 
February 28 – May 18, 2014
Opening reception: Friday, February 28  |  6 pm

Rochester, MN –  Chiharu Shiota is a Japanese performance 
and installation artist best known for creating monumental 
yet delicate, poetic environments. Central to the artist’s work 
are the themes of remembrance and oblivion, dreaming and 
sleeping, traces of the past and childhood and addressing 
anxiety. Shiota explores the relationship between waking life 
and memories through hauntingly beautiful installations that 
incorporate everyday objects like shoes, pianos and hospital 
beds encased in webs of yarn. Stretched in multi-layers in a 
gallery space, Shiota weaves disorienting cocoons of black 
yarn that reflect the artist’s desire to ‘draw in the air’.

For her exhibition at Rochester Art Center, Shiota artist will present a new, site-specific installation that will fill the Burton 
and Judy Onofrio Main Gallery with more than 1,000,000 feet of black yarn. Utilizing charred and burned chairs as a central 
component of the installation, this work will completely envelop the gallery, dramatically and temporarily modifying the space 
and providing a truly unique experience for the viewer. In addition to this installation, the artist will also present new drawings 
and video work in the adjacent Accent Gallery.  This exhibition is Shiota’s largest US exhibiition to date.  Rochester Art 
Center will be producing an exhibition catalog, the artist’s first US publication.

These objects, used shoes or clothing, are reminders of human memories, and I can see their state of being. These 
materials are all expressions of human acts. They are things that take hold of my heart and never let me go.   

– Chiharu Shiota

Chiharu Shiota (b.1972) was born in Osaka, Japan. She received her artistic training in Japan, Australia, and Germany. 
Upon completion of her studies, she established her studio in Berlin. Recent solo and group exhibitions include: Chiharu 
Shiota – Letters of Thanks, Museum of Art, Kochi, Japan (2013); TO BE OR NOT TO BE. Portrait Today, Munich Modern, 
Munich, Germany (2013); Other Side, Haunch of Venison, New York (2012); Trauma, Galería Nieves Fernández, Madrid, Spain 
(2012); The Best of Times, the Worst of Times, The First Kiev International Biennale of Contemporary Art, Ukraine (2012); 
Third Moscow Biennale of Contemporary Art, Moscow, Russia (2009); Drawn in the Clouds, Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Kiasma, Helsinki, Finland (2008); and The Body Sings of Life, Marugame Genichiro-Inokuma Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Kagawa, Japan (2007).  Her work is included in the collections of Neue Kunst, Freiburg; The National Museum of Modern 
Art, Tokyo; KIASMA, Helsinki; 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa; and The National Museum of Art, 
Osaka.

Join Rochester Art Center for an opening reception at 6 pm on Friday, February 28, 2014.  Admission is free for Rochester 
Art Center members $5 for non-members.  Söntés will provide complimentary light hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar. 

This exhibition is supported by The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Elizabeth 
Firestone Graham Foundation, Japan Foundation, and Shiseido.

PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 20, 2014

Chiharu Shiota, In Silence, 2011, mixed media installation, dimensions variable.
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The exhibition program at Rochester Art Center encourages direct experience with the work and ideas of living artists that 
reflect the dynamic relationship between art and society.  For each solo exhibition, the artists are invited to present recent and 
newly created work, often for the first time in the U.S.  Additionally, in order to provide a platform for experimentation through 
the production of new work, Rochester Art Center commissions artists to create original on-site works, a continuation of 
our commitment to provide assistance to artists in new endeavors.  Vital to our mission is having our exhibitions uniquely, 
thoughtfully, and creatively reflect the historical, social, political, and cultural context of our time and these resulting projects 
impact contemporary life. As such, this series of solo exhibitions actively promotes and fosters new ideas and discourse in 
contemporary art.  Continuing RAC’s commitment to original scholarship, we produce contextualizing exhibition catalogs for 
each artist that includes the commissioning of critical essays by curators, writers, and scholars. Our advancement of new 
scholarship directly supports both artists and writers at critical junctures in their careers. 

ABOUT ROCHESTER ART CENTER

A leading center for contemporary art, the Rochester Art Center is a non-collecting institution located in the heart of 
Rochester’s historic downtown on the Zumbro River. Designed by Hammel, Green and Abrahamson (HGA), the Art Center’s 
simple and clean design works harmoniously with nature – linking the indoors to the outside to create a shimmering 
complement to the river below. The Art Center shares a connection to Mayo Park with Mayo Civic Center and Rochester Civic 
Theatre. Founded in 1946, Rochester Art Center presents an ongoing schedule of exhibitions, across a broad spectrum, of 
new and innovative work by local, regional, national, and international artists; dynamic education programs for all ages; and 
an active program of community partnerships and visitor engagement initiatives.

Rochester Art Center is located at 40 Civic Center Drive SE, Rochester, MN, 55904. Hours are Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm, Thursday: 10 am – 9 pm FREE, Sunday: 12 noon – 5 pm. 

For more information, please call 507.282.8629 or visit www.rochesterartcenter.org.

VISION

To be a cultural center for innovation and creativity through contemporary art.

MISSION

The Rochester Art Center offers the opportunity for all people to understand and value the arts through innovative 
experiences with contemporary art. Through world-class exhibitions and programs, we present a welcoming, integrated, 
and diverse experience that encourages questioning, creativity, and critical thinking. These exhibitions and programs are 
designed to reflect the dynamic relationship between art and society. They educate, challenge, and connect individuals to 
our world in compelling new ways. We are committed to being a cultural center in our community and to enhancing our 
region as a destination for creativity and innovation. We provide value through engagement with broad communities, strong 
collaborations with other organizations, and a history of excellence.

Funding is provided in part by a grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board, through an appropriation by 
the Minnesota State Legislature, a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts and private funders.

Rochester Art Center is a fiscal year 2014 recipient of an institutional support grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board. 
This activity is funded, in part, by the arts and cultural heritage fund as appropriated by the Minnesota State Legislature with 
money from the Legacy Amendment vote of the people of Minnesota on November 4, 2008.
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For additional information about exhibitions and programs, visit www.rochesterartcenter.org

High resolution images available upon request.  Please contact Naura Webb  at nwebb@rochesterartcenter.org or 
507-424-3318.
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Shannon Fitzgerald | RAC Executive Director
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