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They Used to Call it the Moon 
Friday 25 April – Sunday 29 June 2014  
 
BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art is pleased to present They Used to Call it the Moon 
at BALTIC’s project space at BALTIC 39, Newcastle upon Tyne. 
 
They Used to Call it the Moon is a group exhibition exploring the enduring presence of the 
moon and the rich iconography of space on the popular imagination of artists.  With reworked 
stories and imagined realities, ideas and tropes from science fiction, mixed with conspiracy 
theories and an interest in fictional restaging, the exhibition illustrates differing global 
perspectives of the moon and reworks its prevailing image on our collective imagination. The 
exhibition brings together artists from Pakistan, France, Croatia and the UK working in film, 
photography, sculpture and collage. 
 
Guiding the exhibition is the notion that our moon may come to mean something different, as 
new geopolitical realities make way for a new relationship with space. As China seeks to 
follow their Jade Rabbit space rover project with fully manned missions to the moon and 
India’s successful Chandrayaan programme as they further their ambitions for a mission to 
Mars in 2014, we seem to be entering a new geopolitical space race. 
 
BALTIC 39 will also provide a platform for ideas and discussion where scientists, 
environmentalists, astronomers, artists and writers will share their knowledge and experiences 
in relation to the future possibilities of the moon with a series of related talks, events and 
screenings, to be announced BALTIC website early April. 
 
Artists: Katy Cole, Caroline Corbasson, Aaron Guy, Mishka Henner, Thomas Ireland, 
Kate Liston, Cristina de Middel, Aleksandra Mir, Michael Mulvihill, Mehreen Murtaza, 
Liam Murray, Katie Paterson, Joseph Popper, Sophy Rickett, Antonio Riello, Aura Satz 
and Marko Tadić.  
 

END 
 
For further information, interview requests and images please contact: 
Chloë Barker, Media Relations Executive T: 0191 440 4915 E: chloeb@balticmill.com   
 
BALTIC  
BALTIC is a major international centre for contemporary art situated on the south bank of the 
River Tyne in Gateshead, England. BALTIC presents a constantly changing, distinctive and 
ambitious programme of exhibitions and events, and is a world leader in the presentation, 
commissioning and communication of contemporary visual art. BALTIC has welcomed over 5 
million visitors, since opening to the public in July 2002. 
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BALTIC 39 is a collaboration between funders Newcastle City Council, Arts Council England 
and BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art and Northumbria University. BALTIC 39 is home to 
BALTIC's project space, BxNU Institute of Contemporary Art, BALTIC Professor Christine 
Borland, Northumbria University Faculty of Arts, Design & Social Sciences  and artists’ 
studios. 

 

BALTIC 39 
31–39 High Bridge, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1EW 
Admission to BALTIC 39 is free.  
Opening hours: Wednesday – Sunday 12.00 – 18.00 except Thursday until 20.00 
www.balticmill.com/39 
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