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NATIONAL ACADEMY MUSEUM PRESENTS  
 
PHILIP PEARLSTEIN: SIX PAINTINGS, SIX DECADES 
 
On view February 27 - May 11, 2014   
  
New York, NY (January 27, 2014) --- The National Academy will be presenting  
Philip Pearlstein: Six Paintings, Six Decades, showcasing signature works by one of the 
most important living painters of the nude figure today. The exhibition, on view February 27 
through May 4, 2014, illustrates the broad sweep of the artist’s long career, providing a 
contemporary counterpoint to the Academy’s concurrent exhibition Anders Zorn: Sweden’s 
Master Painter.   
 
Since the early 1960s, Philip Pearlstein’s paintings of unemotional, passive and aloof nudes 
have fascinated viewers. “Pearlstein’s decision to paint the figure in the early 1960’s was, at the 
time, a radical departure from the dominant aesthetic of abstraction and considered by many as 
reactionary, even retardataire,” states Marshall N. Price, Curator of Modern and Contemporary 
Art. “He has nevertheless remained committed to the nude for more than sixty years, creating 
works that engage with the long history of figure painting in this country and providing inspiration 
for successive generations of younger artists.” 
 
Philip Pearlstein: Six Paintings, Six Decades features the broad sweep of the artist’s long 
engagement with a subject ostensibly passé.  It follows the development of his work beginning 
with Two Nudes and Couch, an early painting from the mid-1960’s, to his most recent work. 
While his early works are generally free from clutter and focused exclusively on the figures, as 
the decades progressed Pearlstein increasingly incorporated studio props to supplement and  
enliven his compositions. The most recent painting in the installation, Two Female Models 
Sitting with Legs Crossed and Kazak Rug, is filled with an overwhelming number of decorative 
elements, yet the figures remain at the forefront in the composition. 
 
While Pearlstein is best known as a painter, he has also been a prolific writer on art during his 
long career. In 1955 he earned a Master’s degree in Art History from the Institute of Fine Arts, 
New York University, writing a thesis on the work of Francis Picabia.  
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Since that time he has continued to write extensively on his own art as well as the art of others. 
Pearlstein’s statements have become an important part of the artist’s legacy and serve not only 
as pithy windows into his thinking, but also poignant and pointed rejoinders to his critics. The 
exhibition is accompanied by a brochure featuring six of Pearlstein’s best-known remarks with 
additional commentary by the artist on the genesis and context of his noteworthy statements. 

ABOUT THE NATIONAL ACADEMY  
The National Academy is one of the country's first art organizations, founded in 1825 by 
artists Samuel F. B. Morse, Thomas Cole, and Asher B. Durand as a place to exhibit and teach 
art.  It is the only American institution of its kind that integrates a museum, art school, and an 
association of preeminent visual artists and architects, the National Academicians. 

Academicians include pioneers of American art and architecture as well as contemporary artists 
and architects, such as Marina Abramović, Christo, Chuck Close, Frank Gehry, Michael Graves, 
Glenn Ligon, Cindy Sherman, Bill Viola, Carrie Mae Weems and many others.  
 
The Academy Museum’s collection of more than 7,000 objects represents one of the nation’s 
most significant holdings of American art and architecture. Comprised almost entirely of works 
donated by National Academicians, the collection showcases exceptional work from the Hudson 
River School to contemporary art. 

The Academy School has been one of the premiere art institutions in the country.  It offers 
studio-based instruction in all mediums and for all ages. Through an intimate, creative learning 
environment and dedicated faculty, the School supports the artistic journey of each student. 
Academy students include prominent artists including Winslow Homer, George Inness, Arshile 
Gorky, and Willem de Kooning. 
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NATIONAL ACADEMY MUSEUM   
1083 Fifth Avenue at 89th Street 
Admission: Adults: $15; Seniors (65+) and students: $10,  
Children under 12, members, and students of the National Academy School: free 
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