
Influence: 1 a: an ethereal fluid held to flow from the stars and to affect the 

actions of human beings 

b: an emanation of occult power held to emanate from stars (Webster’s 

Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary, 1987)

In charting consciousness with abstract forms, each of these four artists 

extends the lineage of Swedish painter Hilma af Klint. Her quiet and vivid 

images of mystical geometry, floating elements and occasional figurative 

imagery cast a view of an astral world imbued with an awareness of the 

ordinary and material. The struggle between opposites was the path – and 

power - of her otherworldly paintings. Complex and often diagrammatic, 

her depictions of an expanded sense of space and time produce a 

transcendent aura that stands as a timely alternative to current social 

driven ideologies.

Spatial orientation and concepts of time determine one’s relationship to 

nature, to knowledge and to other beings. One’s world view is greatly 

influenced by the guiding forces of our choosing; whether one steers by 

the stars, cryptic glyphs, images in a memory palace, or radio wave driven 

GPS. Like Hilma af Klint, the artists in Stargazing are oriented by things 

other than conventional radar.

“8 June 1916 /.../Thought defines the universe in geometrical figures. /.../”  

(Notes By Hilma Af Klint, Douglas Hyde Gallery, Dublin, 2005)

Situated in implicitly boundary-less space, Regina Bogat’s star paintings 

anchor events, explosions of fluid color. At the end of each of the books 

of Dante’s Divine Comedy, the aspirant emerges to re- behold a vision of 

stars. Regina’s paintings of ten pointed stars can have that same feeling of 

inner discovery; knowledge accessed through the process of painting.

Craig Olson paints on shaped pieces of wood; communing with the spirits 

of poets and investing myths with contemporaneity. Symbols or vibrating 

patterns of line alternately occlude and reveal.

Mary Schiliro dips sheets of Mylar in acrylic paint to construct color 

saturated ethereal planes that float; suspended on pins a short distance 

from the wall.

Catherine Cullen’s sculptures are formed out of steel, wood and 

occasionally Plexiglas through sustained physical action even as they hover 

on the threshold of the immaterial, questioning the nature of appearances.
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