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With WALDEN, Galerie Bergwasser presents large-format acrylic paintings by German artist 
Moki for the first time.

In the mid-nineteenth century, the American writer Henry David Thoreau decided to take his 
leave of life in civilization and to live alone in a log cabin for two years, two months and two 
days. In order to escape the rising industrialization of American cities, gain a deeper under-
standing of society and to try out a simple and sustainable lifestyle, Thoreau went to the for-
ests near Walden Pond, Concord, Massachusetts. He summarized the experiences, thoughts 
and insights he collected during this time in his book Walden, which was published in 1854.

WALDEN, the new exhibition by the artist Moki at Galerie Bergwasser, not only recalls Henry 
David Thoreau’s book in its title; its content is also connected to Thoreau’s idea. In a number 
of large-format acrylic paintings, the artist shows us wooden shelters and huts, hiding places, 
places of refuge and protection, but also of solitude and tranquility. In her last series, Shelter, 
which was showcased by Galerie Bergwasser as part of the double exhibition Vergessene Orte 
(Forgotten Places), Moki addressed the subject of how people create their own shelter to 
protect themselves from external adversities, but also from inner fears and doubts. The artist 
pursues this theme in WALDEN, showing us people’s longing for a life that is in tune with na-
ture, simple and sustainable. While the Shelter series focused more strongly on people, what 
is more striking than anything else in her new pictures is the absence of people. When they do 
appear, they almost seem to merge with their surroundings and disappear.
The desire to disappear, whether for social, idealistic or economic reasons, to turn one’s back 
on hectic everyday life in overcrowded big cities, is not a new phenomenon, but it is one that 
has become increasing important in our contemporary society. As in the case of 22-year-old 
student Christopher McCandless from Washington D.C., who in 1990 exchanged his privileged 
life for a life without possessions or a fixed abode, ending his journey alone in the Alaskan wil-
derness (film: Into the Wild, 2007). Similarly, photographer Alec Soth sought to portray people 
who have withdrawn from society in his film and photography projects Somewhere to Disap-
pear and Broken Manual. These themes, which Moki takes up in her new works, are of greater 
contemporary relevance than ever before. How do people deal with ever more extensive 
networking? What effects does the constant barrage of information have on our brain? How 
do we deal with the possibility of being reachable and thus apparently available anytime and 
anywhere?
At the end of his notes, Thoreau asks: “Why should we be in such desperate haste to succeed 
and in such desperate enterprises? If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps 
it is because he hears a different drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears, however 
measured or far away.” (…)*
Today, we also often have to ask ourselves which drum we are following – our own or that of 
other people. Escaping this condition, finding one’s own way, one’s own pace – that is what 
Moki’s pictures are also about. She shows us a glimpse into a world which we barely notice in 
the rush of our everyday life, a world at the intersection between human culture and natural 
world.
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It seems as if we have lost the emotional connection to nature and replaced it by the laws of 
the market. The world Moki shows us in her paintings is different, one that isn’t defined by 
technology or consumption. The artist does not attempt to provide an escapist solution, how-
ever. It is much more a reflection on the essential, to regain consciousness. The strength of the 
paintings lies in their power to take us away to a place that is far away from our daily routine. 
Like Moki visits the forest in her pictures, also Kafka Tamura, from Murakamis Kafka on the 
Shore, visits the wood, to approach oneself like a metaphor: „Das Prinzip des Labyrinths spie-
gelt dein eigenes Inneres wider, das wiederum ein Spiegel der labyrinthischen Eigenschaften 
deiner Außenwelt ist.“ „Eine Metapher“, sage ich. „Genau. Eine reziproke Metapher. Das, was 
außerhalb von von dir ist, projiziert sich auf dein Inneres, und umgekehrt. Durch das Betreten 
eines äußeren Labyrinths gelangt man häufig auch in das innere Labyrinth.“**

Moki (*1982, Brilon, Germany) is a German painter. Primarily she became known for her 
dream-like and imaginative paintings. She participated in several solo and group exhibitions, 
most recently at the exhibition Wandering Ghost in the Central Library Reykjavik in Iceland, at 
Patchwork in the Think Space Gallery in Los Angeles, USA, and at the exhibition Vergessene 
Orte at Galerie Bergwasser in Berlin. In 2006 she won the Comic Price Sonderman for her work 
Asleep in a foreign place and the ICOM Independent Comic Award in the category „Outstan-
ding Artwork“ for Borderland.

For press inquiries please contact Charlotte Hilse at hilse@galerie-bergwasser.de, telephone: 
+49 (0)30-9149 7030

* Henry David Thoreau, Walden.
** „Which means that the principle for the labyrinth is inside you.
And that correlates to the labyrinth outside.“ 
„Another metaphor,“ I comment.
„That‘s right. A reciprocal metaphor. Things outside you are projections of
what‘s inside you, and what‘s inside you is a projection of what‘s outside. So
when you step into the labyrinth outside you, at the same time you‘re stepping
into the labyrinth inside.“ Haruki Murakami‚ Kafka am Strand, S. 478.
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