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Spike Island welcomes Andy Holden’s most ambitious exhibition to date. This major installation uses 

film, music and large scale sculpture to explore the output and legacy of MI!MS - an acronym for 

Maximum Irony! Maximum Sincerity, an artistic movement founded by Holden and his friends John 

Blamey, Roger Illingworth, James MacDowell and Johnny Parry, before he trained as an artist in 

2003. At once an attempt to hold the opposed positions of irony and sincerity in equilibrium and an 

act of recreation and re-imagination, this is a conceptually and materially dense work that questions 

the boundaries between reality and fiction and the nature of collaboration, communication and 

friendships.    

 

“MI!MS is about the willingness to be lied to and the will to believe! It’s about the intense 

sadness of our unrealistic dreams, and the intense joy of our desire for them.” MI!MS manifesto. 

 

 

–  Ends –  
 
For further information and high resolution images please contact Alex Holroyd, Communications 
Manager on 0117 929 2266 or alex.holroyd@spikeisland.org.uk 
 

Notes to editors: 

 

 Andy Holden (b.1982, Bedford, UK) lives and works in Bedford, UK.  Recent solo exhibitions 

include Towards a Unified Theory of MI!MS, Zabludowicz Collection, London (2013), Chewy 

Cosmos Thingly Time at Kettle’s Yard, Cambridge, UK (2011), Art Now: Andy Holden, Tate 

Britain, UK (2010). Group exhibitions include Art Now Live, Tate Britain (2011) and The 

Universal Addressability of Dumb Things (Curated by Mark Leckey), Hayward Touring, 2013. 

In 2010 he curated Be Glad For the Song Has No End at Wysing Arts Centre, Cambridge, and 

in 2012 he adapted David Foster Wallace’s Brief Interviews with Hideous Men for the stage 

at the ICA in London. He co-runs the record label Lost Toys Records, as well as performing 

regularly and releasing records with his band The Grubby Mitts. 

 



 

 

 MI!MS is realised in partnership with The Zabludowicz Collection, London and supported by 

Bedford Creative Arts and Stanley Picker Gallery, Kingston University.  

 

 Andy Holden has been appointed by the University of Bristol to propose a new permanent 

artwork for its residential site in Stoke Bishop. This will be Holden's first permanent public 

sculpture and it is expected that it will unveiled in autumn 2014. The commission forms 

part of the next phase of the University's public art strategy, which has been developed 

specifically for the historic gardens and parkland of the Stoke Bishop campus. 

 

 Spike Island is an international centre for the development of contemporary art and design. 

It is a place where artists and the public can meet, enabling audiences to engage with 

artists’ research and production. It also creates pathways for artists and other creative 

producers by nurturing a rich arts ecology that supports professional development beyond 

the confines of the organisation. 

 

Within the 80,000 square foot building, Spike Island offers visitors a year-round programme 

of exhibitions, events and activities in the central gallery spaces, as well as providing 

working space for artists, designers and creative businesses.  

 

The gallery is open Tuesday to Sunday, 12 to 5pm. Entrance is free. 
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