
ENDLINGS
Navillus Gallery proudly presents Endlings, an exhibition featuring the works of Toronto artist Christie Lau.

TORONTO- April 17th – May 22nd  
Christie Lau’s newest series Endlings, explores the notion of de-extinction, the act of 
reviving extinct species, and the role that we as humans have played in their rise and 
fall.

In March 2013, Revive and Restore, an organization dedicated to coordinating 
genomic technology for conservation, hosted a conference with National Geographic 
and TedX. Biologists, ethicists and conservationists discussed the moral and logistical 
reasons for bringing back extinct species by using DNA information from museum 
specimens. This inspired a range of visceral reactions, such as adult horror and 
childlike wonder. Animal resurrection is a unique and contemporary question we are 
facing; humans, the most intelligent species on earth, have the hard-earned power to 
make right what we have done wrong. 

The way humans interpret animals is by anthropomorphizing them and using them 
as creatures of information rather than communication. Human activity has caused 
much animal extinction, and what we have left of these lost species are skeletons 
and broken up DNA. In this series Lau stays true to her detailed and whimsical style 
by adhering crystals on mirrors and painting onto them portraits of endlings (the last 
living animal of a species).  When a fluorite crystal is exposed to light, it gradually 
loses its colour and turns clear. The colourless crystal structure is a metaphor for 
emptied skeletal remains, both a basic blueprints for form. By painting the endlings 
in greyscale, Lau portrays the gradual loss of the animal’s ephemeral essence and 
way of life when exposed to humans. The viewer infuses the mirror and endling with 
his or her own colour, referencing a second and artificial breath of life. 

About Christie Lau
Christie Lau’s work arises from travel to exotic locations such as East Africa, Antarctica, 
Galapagos Islands, and national parks such as Abisko and Tortugera. She is keenly interested in documentaries and 
research discussing biological diversity and evolutionary trends. Lau excavates realizations about the human condition 
by working with themes surrounding genetics and ethology. She employs and experiments with a range of techniques to 
relish in the complexity of my subject matter, using processes and mediums as a metaphor or reference for the biological 
themes she works with. 

Christie Lau obtained her BFA from Carnegie Mellon University, where she was a member of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor 
Society and a recipient of the Marjory Glassburn Francis Award. She has worked as a copyist in the Louvre in Paris and 
has contributed numerous scientific illustrations for the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in Pittsburgh, PA.  Lau is 
based in Toronto and has exhibited in group shows in Pittsburgh, PA and Toronto. Her work was also exhibited as part of 
the two-woman show “Deception” in 2012 at the Navillus Gallery, Toronto and the solo exhibition “Deception” at The 
Spoke Club, Toronto.

About Navillus Gallery
Navillus Gallery is devoted to bridging boundaries between contemporary and historical art.  The gallery exhibits 
contemporary artwork and paintings from Canada, New York and abroad and is based in Toronto, Canada.  Visit Navillus 
Gallery at www.navillusgallery.com.
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French White Peafowl , Acrylic Ink, 
18 x 24 IN 

Benjamin, Oil and Crystal on Mirror, 
22.5 x 29.5 IN


