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Empire of Personal Myths, showing April 18 – May 25, 2014, is Fawad Khanʼs second solo 
exhibition with Lu Magnus, featuring a distinctly new body of work. Composed of drawing and 
large-scale painted panels, the selected works dissect the world of scientific representations in 
order to narrate personal mind – and dreamscapes. 
 
The term “private mythology” was first used in 1926 by art historian and critic Carl Einstein, to 
describe the worldview of Paul Klee. In 1956, Ernst Kris first introduced the term “personal myth” 
within psychotherapeutic literature to describe certain elusive dimensions of the human 
personality. And Swiss psychiatrist and founder of analytical psychology, Carl Jung began his 
autobiography Memories, Dreams, Reflections by telling his own “personal myth”. Over the 
course of its history, the term oscillates between and weaves together the fields of art, scientific 
research, and storytelling. 
 
Much like this introspective weaving of systematic study and narrative, Fawad Khanʼs process of 
creating Empire of Personal Myths can be described in terms of a Renaissance – where art 
takes a turn towards looking inside the body and mind, becoming a significant tool in empirical 
investigation. Working both visually and conceptually, Khan explores the themes of life sciences 
while undergoing a series of personal meditations on life, mortality and violence. Repeating the 
same drawing over and over, he emulates genetic reproduction and mutation, as well as the 
relationships and hierarchies within nature. In the meticulous drawing of thousands and 
thousands of pomegranates, the shapes found in the macro and micro scales of astrophysics or 
molecular science, emerge. By looking into our viscera, Khan seeks to explore the DNA of our 
mythologies, be it the grand narrative of science – or be it the dreamlike states of personal myths. 
 
Fawad Khan (American; b. 1978, Tripoli, Libya of Pakistani origin) holds a BFA from Maryland 
Institute College of Arts, Baltimore and an MFA from School of Visual Arts, New York. Khan 
exhibits nationally and internationally, with recent solo exhibitions in New York, Spain and India. 
His work has been featured at The Indianapolis Museum of Art, The Bronx Museum of the Arts, 
Exit Art, and Smack Mellon, among others. In 2009, he was a recipient of the Lower East Side 
Printshop's Special Editions Residency. In the Spring of 2013, Khan was a Resident Fellow at 
Institute Américain Universitaire in Aix-en-Provence, France. Khan lives and works in Brooklyn. 
 



Event programming during Empire of Personal Myths: 
 
Developed in collaboration with Fawad Khan, the Lu LAB 
programming for Empire of Personal Myths will focus on 
the overall investigative theme of storytelling and narration 
– how do individual, artistic, public, scientific, cultural 
narratives get told? Exploring this theme from various 
perspectives, the programming will include a symposium 
organized by architect and professor Antonio Furgiuele, a 
screening and potluck with the community art project “Feed 
me a Story”, and a presentation of the collaborative visual 
investigation on ʻscience versus myth” by Fawad Khan and 
MRI research scientist and photographer Bryan Delagarza. 
 
All events are free and open to the public – We invite you to 
join the conversation! 
 

 
Sunday, April 27th 
On the Matter of Myth – A Symposium 
4 - 6pm, followed by drinks and conversation 
 
Situated within Fawad Khanʼs Empire of Personal Myths, the symposium On the Matter of Myth, 
frames shifting contemporary notions of value in the production of art events, objects and artist 
identities. Select participants, both invited academics & artists, have been asked to produce their 
own historical mythology in a study of a mythic event, object or artist in recent years that has 
been influential in propelling or obfuscating the matter of myth for contemporary art or aesthetic 
practice. Presentations will explore the mechanics of a chosen modern myth, how they were 
constructed, and conject upon their matter of influence.   
           
The symposium is organized by Antonio Furgiuele, a Visiting Assistant Professor at Pratt Institute 
and Adjunct Lecturer at the City College of New York. He is the founding director of the O/S 
Group, a collaborative design practice based in Brooklyn, and co-founder of September/May 
[Sept/May] an art & architecture organization based in Cambridge Massachusetts.  
 
 
Sunday, May 4th 
Science Versus Myth: A Visual Point Of View – A Visual Presentation 
4 - 6pm, followed by drinks and conversation 
 
Beginning with a series of collaborative meetings and studio visits, former MRI research scientist 
Bryan Delagarza and Fawad Khan have been interacting with each otherʼs disciplines. Versed in 
biology, chemistry and physics, Delagarza has embarked upon his artistic side as a photographer 
and engaged with Khan's paintings, which inversely draw from medical illustrations and the 
representation of scientific research. 
 
Featuring rare and extremely labor-intensive MRI footage, the result of the collaboration will be 
presented in the form of a temporary video installation exploring the scientific and poetic desire 
for visual representation in the narration of myth and science. A short discussion and Q&A will 
follow the presentation. 
 

 



Friday, May 9th  
Potluck and Screening with “Feed me a Story” and LaGuardia Senior Center  
4 - 6pm, please RSVP to participate 
 
Lu Magnus is excited to host the community and media art project Feed me a Story 
(http://vimeo.com/feedmeastory) for a celebratory potluck. During their 2014 SPARC Residency, 
Theresa Loong and Laura Nova of Feed Me a Story have collaborated with the senior citizens at 
LaGuardia Senior Center to create the Pot Luck Cooking Club. These seniors share stories and 
dishes that have particular significance. Some of these sensorial memories will be visible later in 
May at the First Street Green Park as part of the FABLES exhibition, curated by the Fourth Arts 
Block.   
 
We welcome the public to join in for the screening and contribute to this celebratory community 
potluck by bringing a dish that has personal meaning. Please RSVP with the name of the dish 
you will be contributing. 
 

   

 
 


