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GREAT RIVERS BIENNIAL 2014 
New work by St. Louis-based artists  

Free museum admission provided by Gateway Foundation 
 

 

 
March 20, 2014 (St. Louis, MO) – The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) and Gateway 
Foundation present the sixth edition of the Great Rivers Biennial, on view at CAM May 9 through August 
10. This year’s winners, Brandon Anschultz, Carlie Trosclair, and Cayce Zavaglia, present new bodies 
of work and together reflect a wide array of interests and practices among St. Louis’s artists. 
 
The Great Rivers Biennial Arts Award Program, a collaborative initiative between CAM and Gateway, 
identifies talented emerging and mid-career artists working in the greater St. Louis metropolitan area, 
providing them with a $20,000 honorarium and a major exhibition at CAM. Three distinguished jurors—
Mel Chin, artist; Lowery Stokes Sims, Curator of the Museum of Arts and Design in New York City; and 
Lynne Warren, Curator at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago—selected the 2014 winners from 
more than 140 submissions.  
 
In addition to funding the Great Rivers Biennial Arts Award Program, Gateway generously sponsors free 
admission to CAM this summer. “We are incredibly grateful to Gateway for their support of local artists as 
well as their commitment to making art accessible to the entire community,” said CAM Director Lisa 
Melandri.  
 
Great Rivers Biennial 2014 Exhibition Projects 
 
Brandon Anschultz’s work emphasizes the tactile qualities of paint, demonstrating the ability of the 
medium to go beyond its conventional two-dimensional use. Titled Suddenly Last Summer, Anschultz’s 
project at CAM uses the 1958 Tennessee Williams play and 1959 film of the same name as a jumping-off 

Brandon Anschultz, Suddenly Last Summer (detail), 2014. Photo: Gina Grafos. Carlie Trosclair, fissure (detail), 2014. Cayce Zavaglia, Abbi 
(detail), 2014. All works courtesy the artists. 
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point. In his installation, layered paintings, sculptures, and objects such as mirrors, pillars, and lintels 
evoke set design, specifically the garden setting of Suddenly Last Summer, which serves as the location 
for some of the most dramatic exchanges in the work as well as a tangible example of the play’s themes 
of repressed desire and the unforgiving reality of aging.  
 
Inspired by the natural breakdown of architectural structures, Carlie Trosclair’s installations highlight 
buildings as ever-changing organisms that reveal patterns of beauty over time. Through site-specific 
interventions in abandoned spaces, Trosclair uses pliable and decorative materials, such as fabric and 
wallpaper, to create new topographies and narratives. Exfoliation, her project at CAM, simulates this type 
of evolutionary breakdown, with layers of architectural skin expanding across the museum walls. 
Consisting of salvaged two-by-fours, wallpaper, and drywall, the ostensibly deteriorating composition 
transforms the space, creating new relationships between surface, interior, and structural support. 
 
Originally trained as a painter, Cayce Zavaglia also works in embroidery, blending colors and 
establishing tonalities that resemble the techniques of classical oil painting. Recto │Verso, her project at 
CAM, features hand-embroidered portraits alongside a related series of small gouache and large-scale 
acrylic paintings. The paintings portray the verso, or reverse, side of the embroidery, revealing a portrait 
of loose ends, knots, and chaos corresponding to—but psychologically different from—the meticulously 
sewn front image. In the rich history of tapestry, the verso has traditionally been hidden from the viewer; 
Zavaglia exposes this concealed otherness, addressing the divergence between our presented and 
private selves. 
 
The 2014 Great Rivers Biennial is organized for the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis by Kelly 
Shindler, Associate Curator. 
 
Brandon Anschultz (b. 1972, Newport, Arkansas) lives and works in St. Louis. He has presented work in 
both solo and group exhibitions at such venues as Kunstlerhaus Klagenfurt, Klagenfurt, Austria; Monte 
Vista Projects, Los Angeles; Longue Vue House and Garden, New Orleans; Columbia College, Chicago; 
The Hills Esthetic Center, Chicago; La Esquina, Kansas City; Laumeier Sculpture Park, St. Louis; and 
Fort Gondo Compound for the Arts, St. Louis. He holds an MFA in Printmaking and Drawing from 
Washington University in St. Louis and a BFA in Studio Art with an emphasis in Painting and Drawing 
from Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, Louisiana. 
 
Carlie Trosclair (b. 1985, New Orleans) lives and works in St. Louis. She has exhibited at the Siena Art 
Institute, Siena, Italy; The Armory Center for the Arts, Pasadena, California; 6612 Art Space, St. Louis; 
and The Luminary Center for the Arts, St. Louis. She received her MFA from Washington University in St. 
Louis and BFA from Loyola University, New Orleans. 
 
Cayce Zavaglia (b. 1971, Valparaiso, Indiana) lives and works in St. Louis. She has exhibited at Textile 
Arts Center, Brooklyn; Nicholas Robinson Gallery, New York; Lyons Wier Gallery, New York; Scott White 
Contemporary Art, La Jolla, California; and Craft Alliance, St. Louis. Zavaglia received her MFA with a 
concentration in Painting from Washington University in St. Louis and her BFA in Painting from Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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RELATED PROGRAMS 
 
Press & Patron Preview: Summer Exhibitions 
Friday, May 9, 10:00 am 
Join exhibiting artists and CAM curators for a walk-through of the exhibitions. RSVP to Ida McCall at 
314.535.0770 x311 or imccall@camstl.org. 
 
Opening Night: Summer Exhibitions 
Friday, May 9 
Member Preview: 6:00 pm 
Public Reception: 7:00–9:00 pm 
 
Artist & Juror Panel Discussion:  
Artists Brandon Anschultz, Carlie Trosclair, and Cayce Zavaglia 
Jurors Mel Chin, Lowery Stokes Sims, and Lynne Warren 
Saturday, May 10, 11:00 am 
Free and open to the public

ALSO ON VIEW THIS SUMMER 
 
Katharina Fritsch: Postcards 
May 9–August 10, 2014 
 
Brenna Youngblood: Loss Prevention 
May 9–June 22, 2014 
 
 

Jon Rafman: The end of the end of the end 
June 27–August 10, 2014 
 
Audible Interruptions: Cameron Fuller,  
Van McElwee, and Sarah Paulsen   
May 9–August 10, 2014 

 
About Gateway Foundation 
Gateway Foundation strives to enrich St. Louis life and culture by supporting efforts to acquire, create, 
and improve tangible and durable art and urban design. The focus of Gateway is to foster and support 
cultural and artistic activities and, on occasion, related educational activities devoted to improving the 
quality of life in the St. Louis Metropolitan Area. Visit Gateway’s website at gateway-foundation.org and 
Twitter feed at @CitygardenSTL. 
 
About the Contemporary Art Museum 
The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) presents, supports, and celebrates the art of our time. It 
is the premier museum in St. Louis dedicated to contemporary art. Focused on a dynamic array of 
changing exhibitions, CAM provides a thought-provoking program that reflects and contributes to the 
global cultural landscape. Through the diverse perspectives offered in its exhibitions, public programs, 
and educational initiatives, CAM actively engages a range of audiences to challenge their perceptions. It 
is a site for discovery, a gathering place in which to experience and enjoy contemporary visual culture.  
 
3750 Washington Blvd / St. Louis, MO 63108 / 314.535.4660 / camstl.org  
Facebook: /contemporaryartmuseumstl Twitter: @ContemporarySTL 
CAM announces new hours, beginning May 9, 2014: 11-6 Wed / 11-9 Thu & Fri / 10-5 Sat   
Free admission brought to you all summer by Gateway Foundation! 
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