
 
 

Truc-Anh and Aurevoir Bonjour, 2014, oil, oil pastel on canvas, 180 x 280 cm (7 panels, 180 x 40 cm each) 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

May 12 ,  2014 

 
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam – Galerie Quynh is pleased to present Truc-Anh’s second 

solo exhibition at the gallery.  Titled “oNiReaKHoWaRiGNoRaLiSMe”, the show marks a 

stylistic shift from the artist’s “Croire/Douter” series with its dominant black and white 

compositions to vibrantly coloured painting. 

This new body of work draws from the artist’s continued interest in the dichotomy of 

belief and disbelief, of certainty and doubt, reality and imagination, and the ambiguity 

of chaos. His oeuvre once again destabilizes the viewer, creating a sense of vertigo 

akin to the irrationality of dreams, and plays on the ability to see, observe, recognize 

and abandon our worldly knowledge and rational perception. Truc-Anh describes the 

works as a “search for a triumph of sensation over concept.”  

The title of the exhibition, the first part which is pronounced ‘oneiric’, poses itself as a 

riddle and reveals some of the diverse ideas, concepts and sources of inspiration for 

the artist, which range from art and human history to the history of representation and 

contemporary popular culture. The ‘isme’ (ism) ending of the indecipherable word 

suggests a school of thought, to which the artist adheres and which he invites us to 

participate in. 

At the entrance to the exhibition, Ready to see – a small drawing of a dead woman 

transported by two angels inspired by William Bouguereau’s 1878 A soul in the sky – 
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greets visitors, in much the same guise as Dante’s passage written on the infernal gate 

welcomed and warned those who would enter. But Truc-Anh is not alluding to a loss 

of hope, rather he incites us to forgo rationality and points to the beginning of 

wonder: the image stands as an invitation to losing oneself in a parallel world, where 

our perception of reality and certitude need to be abandoned and our minds let to 

roam freely. 

Truc-Anh’s world is one of enigmas and myriad references charged with personal cum 

universal symbolism. Small portraits are drawn from German photographer Juergen 

Teller’s book Woo!, (a smorgasbord of imagery that collapses the boundaries between 

art, fashion and advertising) while large one-panel and multi-panel canvases include 

depictions of fictional characters, such as Japanese anime master Hayao Miyazaki’s 

‘No Face’ spirit from his award winning Spirited Away cartoon epic, or from the Harry 

Potter saga, such as in his ink drawing of Voldemort. 

Truc-Anh seems to be particularly attracted to cast-away figures, at times potentially 

or clearly evil, who embody the darkest and most hidden truths of human nature. 

However, these malevolent or alienated individuals are balanced by the presence of 

benevolent ones, such as the Brothers Grimm’s Rapunzel or the powerful fighter Oni 

in the Street Fighter video games, transformed into a woman in Croco Queen. In his 

most elaborate works, Truc-Anh often communicates a sense of loss, confusion and 

alienation from reality, with a savior or powerful entity who appears to restore a 

precarious emotional and visual equilibrium. 

Truc-Anh’s paintings are rich in overlapping tales, juxtaposed to create an enigmatic, 

greater narrative that functions like a puzzle. His stories do not follow a chronological 

or linear structure but rather a circular one, almost viciously so that his imagery has 

the power of confounding and questioning reason, challenging the viewer’s 

knowledge. His inspiration for the multilayered stories in his oeuvre is well explained 

by controversial French author, filmmaker and poet Michel Houellebecq – the subject 

of one of his drawings – who wrote in his book La carte et le territoire (The map and 

the territory, 2010): "I think I've more or less finished with the world as narration – the 

world of novels and films, the world of music as well. I'm now only interested in the 

world as juxtaposition – that of poetry and painting." 
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ABOUT TRUC-ANH 

Born in 1983 in Paris, Truc-Anh studied at École Boulle, École Supérieure des Arts 

Appliqués, Paris; ECAL, Haute École d’Art et de Design, Lausanne, Switzerland; and La 

Cambre, École Nationale Supérieure des Arts Visuels, Brussels, Belgium. Throughout 

his career, he has worked in a variety of media, including painting, photography, video, 

drawing, sculpture and performance. He has exhibited in several group exhibitions in 

Europe, most notably in 30 ans du Mai-Photogaphies curated by Claire Bresson, and 

White Spirit Part 1 and 2 curated by Tania Nasielski. Recent exhibitions include 

Jaquoire en Patrioche at Galerie Sator, Paris; Pop-up Gallerie, Galerie Albus Lux, 

Knokke, Belgium; Solo Project Art Fair, Basel; Drawing Now, Paris; and Delhi Photo 

Festival, New Delhi. Truc-Anh lives and works between Ho Chi Minh City and Paris. 

 

ABOUT GALERIE QUYNH 

Established in December 2003, Galerie Quynh is the leading contemporary art gallery 

in Vietnam. Working with a select group of emerging, mid-career and established 

Vietnamese artists, the gallery also exhibits the work of distinguished artists from 

around the world. In keeping with its mission to support education and develop an 

infrastructure for the arts in Vietnam, the gallery collaborates with artists, curators and 

art spaces locally and internationally to organize talks and lectures as well as to 

produce publications in English and Vietnamese. The gallery’s non-profit initiative, Sao 

La, will be launching at the HCMC Fine Art Museum on the 20 May 2014. The project 

space will not only serve as a platform for exhibitions, film/video screenings, 

workshops and lectures but also as an informal space for young Vietnamese artists to 

experiment, challenge and develop their creative practices.    www.galeriequynh.com 

 

EXHIBITION INFORMATION 

Artist:   Truc-Anh 

Exhibition Title:  oNiReaKHoWaRiGNoRaLiSMe 

Exhibition Dates:  May 22 – July 19, 2014 

Opening Reception: Thursday, May 22 from 6pm to 8pm at the De Tham gallery 
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Venue: 65 De Tham Street, District 1, Ho Chi Minh City 

10am to 6pm, Tuesday to Saturday and by appointment 

Contact: Ms. Celine Alexandre (English and French) 

celine@galeriequynh.com 

Ms. Quyen (Queenie) Pham / Ms. Loan Le (Vietnamese) 

queenie@galeriequynh.com / loan@galeriequynh.com 

Telephone:  +84 8 3836 8019  

 

N.B. Truc-Anh will be giving an artist talk on Tuesday, 17 June at 6pm at the De Tham 

gallery. The talk is free and open to the public. Please contact the gallery for details. 

 

– end – 
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