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Since 1993 Cristian Silva has evolved a practice that traverses the most wildly 
diverse topics and subjects but that consistently weaves his own personal 
biography into more universal themes. Almost 20 years after participating in 
“From Left to Right” (a high-profile group show of Chilean Artists at the Delfina 
Foundation) the artist returns to London with ‘Ornithology’, the first and only 
exhibition of a Chilean artist at Cecilia Brunson Projects this year. The show brings 
together works produced between 1993 and 2013: photographs, drawings, objects 
and videos, all gravitating towards the common theme of birds.   

Silva explains ‘I address the notion of individual and collective flight, territory, 
migration, alchemy, heraldry, folklore, social conflict and politics all through a 
common axis, using multiple media and symbolic references. The narratives I 
thread across the pieces relate as much to the spatial-temporal as they do the 
existential.’ 

Knowing birds to be a recurrent theme in Silva’s works Cecilia Brunson invited the 
artist to assemble this show with the goal of bringing together pieces never 
originally conceived of as occupying the same space. This heterogeneous cross-
match between images and objects sets out an enigmatic and multicultural 
dialogue. In particular this re-reading emphasizes a central and personal 
vocabulary of the artist: his enduring interest in dominant themes such as history, 
sacrifice and silence. 

Timed to coincide with the days running up to the opening of his new solo show in 
the Maisterravalbuena gallery in Madrid ‘When hunger comes through the door 
love slips out through the window’, ‘Ornithology’ becomes a moment of reflection 
at a cross-roads moment for the artist, a delicate but bold retrospective at the 
same time reviewing the past and opening up new avenues in his work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cristián Silva (Santiago de Chile, 1969) 
has had solo exhibitions in 
international galleries and museums 
that include Curro & Poncho. 
Guadalajara, Mexico, Galería 
Maisterravalbuena, Madrid, Spain, 
Jack S. Blanton Museum of Art, 
Austin, USA, The Project, New York, 
Museo de Arte Carrillo Gil, Mexico 
City, El Parche, Bogota, Colombia, and 
Bildmuseet, Umeå, Sweden. He has 
also been part of group exhibitions in 
CCS, Bard College Museum, 
Annandale-on Hudson, USA, Travesía 
Cuatro, Madrid, Spain, Instituto 
Divorciados, Berlin, Museo Cabañas. 
Guadalajara, México, Musée d’art 
Contemporain, Montreal, Canada, Sala 
Mendoza, Caracas, Venezuela, MOCA 
Los Angeles, Musee d’Art Moderne de 
la ville de Paris, France, and Delfina 
Studios, London, among others. Silva 
was also part of the VII Bienal de La 
Habana, Havana, Cuba and of the II 
Bienal del Mercosur, Porto Alegre, 
Brazil.  
 
Cristián Silva is currently a Professor 
in Universidad de Chile, Universidad 
Alberto Hurtado and Universidad Finis 
Terrae, in Santiago. Since 2000 he has 
curated of several exhibitions in Chile, 
the Untited States, Mexico and Spain. 
His works are part of public 
collections among which the Blanton 
Museum of Art, USA, Bildmuseet de 
Umeå, Sweden, Colección Galería 
Gabriela Mistral, colección GAM, as 
well as private collections that include 
José Noé Suro (Guadalajara), Craig 
Robbins (Miami), Carlos Rosón 
(Spain), 21c Museum Hotel (USA), 
Artist Pension Trust,  Juan Yarur 
(Chile) and Pedro Montes (Chile). 
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