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Shawn Kuruneru – Landscapes

June 20 – August 9, 2014
OPENING RECEPTION: Friday June 20, 7-9pm

David Petersen Gallery is pleased to announce Landscapes, a solo 
exhibition of new paintings and a floor drawing consisting of ink-
covered stones by Brooklyn-based artist Shawn Kuruneru.

Landscapes is an exhibition of eight paintings, with six of the works 
hung side-by-side and two larger pieces installed at the ends of the 
gallery. Employing a rather fundamental approach based in draw-
ing, Kuruneru’s paintings are solely composed of ink, mostly black, 
and water applied directly to unprimed canvas. A physical process, 
hand-dripped ink is then brushed with various amounts of water to 
create levels of dilution and density that generate a visual motion. 
As the liquid meets its absorbent ground the materials become one 
– the ink is embedded in the fibers of the canvas – thus conflating 
image and object, form and formlessness.

Furthering these gestural paintings is their relationship to Chinese landscape painting. In particular, they respond to paint-
ing from the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127) that was noted for their subtle expressions of immeasurable distances, 
misty mountains, and impressionistic treatment of natural phenomenon. In this work emphasis was placed upon the 
spiritual and they were influenced, for instance, by a Taoist belief that humans were infinitesimal compared to the vast-
ness of the cosmos. Kuruneru’s paintings contemporize these concerns by eliminating the picturesque images found in his 
paintings’ precedents, instead focusing on the materials and process and the meditative images/objects that are gener-
ated by them.

Accompanying the paintings is the installation of a floor drawing. Created offsite (location TBD) by amassing and shap-
ing thousands of small stones painted with black ink, Kuruneru further expands his drawing practice and its relationship 
to landscape through their physicality, tangibility and mutability. The drawing is made directly upon the surface of the 
ground and is vulnerable to the contours of the ground, its ever-changing conditions as well as the open invitation for 
viewers to draw and re-draw the work.

Shawn Kuruneru lives and works in Brooklyn, NY. Born in Toronto, 1984, he received his BFA from Concordia University in 
Montreal in 2006. He has had solo exhibitions at ribordy contemporary in Geneva, Blackston Gallery and Bortolami in New 
York, and Night Gallery in Los Angeles. 


