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PRESS RELEASE

Joshua Liner Gallery is pleased to present an exhibition of new works by Thomas Campbell entitled 
Ampersand. This will be the artist’s first solo exhibition with the gallery featuring painting, sculpture, 
original bronzes, and hand-sewn works. The artist will be in attendance for the opening reception on 
Thursday, June 12th, 2014.

Thomas Campbell works in a variety of mediums—music, film, photography, sculpture, and fine art. 
The diverse nature of his oeuvre is part of his appeal. Every element of what he does feels fresh due 
to his many means of inspiration. Not just the varying techniques he uses, but the many countries 
and continents he has traveled through, as well as the talented people he surrounds himself with: all 
resources of motivation for the artist to continually create. For the plethora of mediums Campbell works 
in, the artist’s hand is unmistakably his—an aesthetic as distinct as a thumbprint.

The artist frequently utilizes gourds, tying them into all aspects of what he produces, be it with his 
sculptures, bronze works, or paintings.

I feel there is a natural correlation between what I do and what I draw, [my drawings have] similar 
lines to the structure of gourds. I have been really drawn to them for a long time and started 
incorporating them into many areas of my practice. I like the idea that they are natural plants and 
that I can incorporate them. I think a lot of my work celebrates life and the strange existence of 
this funny plant on this strange and surreal planet. Gourds embody that weird mystery, naturally.

Attempting to Be Here
Acrylic and mixed media on panels and gourds

2014
44 x 78 inches



The gourd is an historically versatile element, utilized as a musical instrument, as a tool, for toys and 
jewelry, and for life-giving sustenance! With their unique and distinct shape, it seems fitting that Campbell 
is intrinsically captivated by them.

The artist has been working in cast bronze sculptures since 2006, sculpting in a variety of materials—
wood, gourds, shoelaces, nails, screws, clay, fiberglass, resin. The artist collaborates with bronze master 
Sean Monahan and master patina expert Karl Reichley to realize these sculptures. A combination of the 
lost-wax bronze casting process and a mixture of hot acid stains for the patina is utilized.

Aside from sculpture, Campbell is well respected for his sewn works—multicolored pieces of paper, 
joined together. Campbell was inspired to start sewing paper by his friends Margaret Kilgallen and Barry 
McGee and began quilting in 1999. The artist’s sewn works were a personal craft, privately using the 
method for many years before creating pieces for exhibition. “I waited until it evolved into a space where 
it felt authentically my own. The paper and different found materials I use in the quilts are constantly 
acquired. I am always on the hunt for good bubble wrap, rice bags from foreign countries— like Moroccan 
ones—good patterns on the inside of envelopes.” Small drawings are also incorporated as well as 
carefully opened wrappers from his wife’s favorite chocolate.

Born in 1969, Thomas Campbell is an American artist currently living and working in Bonny Doon, CA. 
Campbell is part of a network of artists from the traveling exhibition Beautiful Losers, which opened in 
Cincinnati, OH at the Contemporary Arts Center in March 2004, with subsequent offerings across the 
United States, Italy, and France. Campbell has directed six films, A Love Supreme (1996), Ear Eye Data 
Poop (1997), The Seedling (1999), Sprout (2004), The Present (2009), and Cuatro Sueños Pequeños 
(2013). In 2012, Campbell started the creative platform Um Yeah Arts; a nexus for the making of books, 
music and films. He also founded the independent record label Galaxia Records and the independent 
publishing house Um Yeah Press.

Selected solo exhibitions for Thomas Campbell include Work in Progress, Santa Cruz Museum of Art 
and History, Santa Cruz, CA (2013); Clastic Plowers, V1 Gallery, Copenhagen, Denmark, and Slide Your 
Brains Out, Mollusk Gallery, San Francisco, CA (both 2012); Der, Gallery A.S. Sydney, Australia (2011); 
Ummmm, V1 Gallery, Copenhagen, Denmark (2009); Yep, Roberts & Tilton, Los Angeles, CA; Sing 
ding aling, Hetdomein Museum, Sittard, Netherlands (2006); New Monotypes, Roberts and Tilton, 
Los Angeles, CA (2005); Awakea, Colette, Paris, France (2002); Untitled 2001, Grey Gallery, Tokyo, 
Japan (2001); Exhaust, Alleged Gallery, New York, NY (2000); Well Constructed Destruction, Grande 
Masse des Beaux-Artes, Paris, France (1995); Star Power, Galleria Arcanes, Rabat, Morocco (1994). 
Selected group exhibitions include Hindsight at V1 Gallery, Copenhagen, Denmark (2014); Folklore, 
Joshua Liner Gallery, New York, NY, and Photo ID Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History, Santa Cruz, 
CA (both 2013); Projections, Curated by Aaron Rose, Roberts & Tilton, Los Angeles, CA, and Back in 
Five, Monster Children Gallery, Sydney, Australia (both 2010); In the Land of Retinal Delights, Laguna 
Beach Art Museum, Laguna Beach, CA (2008); Beautiful Losers: Contemporary Art And Street Culture, 
Curated by Christian Strike and Aaron Rose, Contemporary Arts Center, Cincinnati, OH (2004); travels to 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco, CA; Orange County Museum of Art, Newport Beach, 
CA; The Contemporary Museum, Baltimore, MD; The University of South Florida Contemporary Art 
Museum, Tampa, FL; Fondazione La Triennale, Milan, Italy; Le Tri Postal, Lille, France.

About Joshua Liner Gallery
In an eclectic range of mediums and approaches, Joshua Liner Gallery presents an exciting roster of 
established and emerging artists from the U.S and abroad. Founded in 2008 in New York City’s Chelsea 
Arts District, gallery artists reveal disparate influences but all share an affinity for pushing the boundaries 
of discipline and presentation. 

Contact
Please visit joshualinergallery.com, or contact Elizabeth Kurita at elizabeth@joshualinergallery.com.



Gallery Hours
Tuesday–Saturday
11– 6 pm

Address
540 West 28th Street 
New York, NY 10001 

P (212) 244-7415
F (212) 244-7416

Email
info@joshualinergallery.com

Seque, 2013
Bronze sculpture 
23 x 19 x 14.5 inches 
Edition of 6

Large Flower (2), 2013
Paper, acrylic, packaging envelopes, thread,  
spray paint, pencil, rice bags, various currency 
12 x 12 inches


