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Richard Telles Fine Art is pleased to announce The White Album, a group show curated by Gladys-Katherina Hernando featuring 

nineteen Los-Angeles-based artists. The exhibition will present contemporary painting, video, sculpture, and performance that 

engages with the search for the transcendental in California. Influenced by quintessential aspects and industries of LA – the 

landscape, fashion, porn, mysticism, Hollywood, and remnants of the burnt-out 60s –The White Album focuses on works that 

explore ideas of alchemy, animism, vitalism, magic, corporeal transformation, and wonder. These concepts are positioned 

together to generate a connection that exists outside of ourselves and in alternative modes of consciousness.  

 

Inspired by the book and essay of the same name by writer Joan Didion, The White Album creates a series of subtexts that 

relate and play with one another in the attempt to recreate the formation of narratives and the sensation of the intangible magic 

that inspires these artists works. In her essay, Didion writes about the end of the 60s and explores various topics about 

California, from the opening of the lavish Getty Villa and the emergence of the Women’s Movement to the importance of water in 

the desert, and invisible politics. Today there is another ending: the lack of grand narratives, the proliferation of images in culture, 

and the loss of the imagination of the future. Yet artists have returned to the exploration of the sublime and the metaphysical 

aspects of lived experience. Like the book, the exhibition focuses on California artists dealing with a variety of subjects linked to 

the intangible qualities of the mystical and transcendental.  

 

A publication will be produced on the occasion of the exhibition with texts by Gladys-Katherina Hernando, Lia Trinka-Browner, 

and Itza Vilaboy, and available for the duration of the show.  

 

On the evening of the opening there will be a performance by Semi-Tropic Spiritualists at 6:30 pm sharp.  


