
 

 

HAYWARD GALLERY ANNOUNCES FIRST COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY IN UK 
EXPLORING THE HUMAN FIGURE IN CONTEMPORARY SCULPTURE 
 
THE HUMAN FACTOR: THE FIGURE IN CONTEMPORARY 
SCULPTURE 
 
17 June – 7 September 2014 

Spanning the past 25 years, The Human Factor will bring together major works by 25 leading 
international artists who have fashioned new ways of using the figure in contemporary sculpture. In 
addressing the body, the most frequently revisited subject in art’s history, these artists confront the 
question of how we represent the 'human' today. Figurative sculpture may be almost as old as the 
human body, but it is also as fresh and vital as whatever new approaches, materials, techniques 
and ideas artists apply to the subject.  
 
The Human Factor, the first show of its kind on this scale, focuses on sculpture that explores a 
variety of social, political, cultural and historical concerns and incorporates diverse references 
ranging from science fiction to war monuments, from popular photography to art history. The 
exhibition comprises uncanny images of historical and political figures including Adolf Hitler, John F. 
Kennedy, Dick Cheney and Jesus, as well as hauntingly familiar archetypes and enigmatic symbols 
of consumer culture.  Many of these works also pointedly revisit classical and archaic models of art 
as well as modernist sculpture and Minimalism.  Ultimately, these artists treat the human body as a 
kind of rhetorical figure, a means for staging and exploring the ways that our society constructs 
identities, social positions and values. 

Encompassing a wide array of recent practices from hyper-realistic sculptures to near-abstract 
assemblages, The Human Factor focuses on works that relate to a human scale. Mirroring the 
viewer’s own physical presence, these sculpted figures engage visitors in a kind of theatrical 
confrontation in the gallery. Whether they function as a surrogate for the spectator or as a fellow 
actor sharing the same stage, they create encounters that can be at once playful, thought-provoking 
and unsettling. 
 
The exhibition is curated by Hayward Gallery Director Ralph Rugoff.  
 
Highlights of this survey include: 
 

• Paul McCarthy’s That Girl (T.G. Awake), 2012-2013, consists of three hyper-realistic casts of 
actress Elyse Poppers sitting in slightly different postures with her legs spread open. Conjuring a 
series of three-dimensional film stills, these sculptures - which were produced with a leading special 
effects fabricator - achieve an unnerving and confrontational verisimilitude.  Also included is 
McCarthy’s T.G. Elyse, 2011, a four-channel video documenting the intricate fabrication of the 
sculptures using painstaking processes at the cutting edge of special effects technology. 
 



• Katharina Fritsch’s theatrical ‘space pictures’ feature life-sized cast figures in front of large screen 
prints of exterior scenes that function like photo backdrops. In Riese und 4. Postkarte (Franken) 
(Giant and 4th Postcard [Franconia]), 2008, we encounter a tall male figure, holding a club and 
dressed cave-man style, who stands before a green-tinted mural-sized image of a mountain gorge 
as if guarding his territory. 

 
• Yinka Shonibare MBE’s Boy on Globe, 2008, is a sculpture from a recent body of work exploring 

climate change. The unfamiliar colours applied to the globe represent an infrared heat map of areas 
in which climate change is making a profound impact. Girl Ballerina, 2007 meanwhile, seemingly 
suggests resistance can exist side by side with apparent cultural assimilation. These two 
mannequins are dressed in batik fabric costumes which to most, alludes to African heritage, but is 
actually manufactured in the Netherlands, continuing Shonibare’s characteristic use of materials 
that alluding to ambiguity and to the hybrid construction of identity. 
 

• Pierre Huyghe’s Liegender Frauenakt (Untilled 2011-2012), 2012, was one of the stand-outs of 
dOCUMENTA (13) and transforms an art deco sculpture of a reclining nude by replacing its head 
with a living bee hive, creating an eerie hybrid of nature and culture. 
 

• Cady Noland’s Bluewald, 1989, one of the most iconic works of American art from the past quarter 
century, explores the intersection of that country’s obsession with both violence and celebrity. The 
work comprises an enlarged news photo of Lee Harvey Oswald, shown doubled over after being 
shot by Jack Ruby, that has been silkscreened onto an aluminum panel propped up like a carnival 
shooting target with a crude wooden support and perforated with several large circular ‘bullet’ holes 
around Oswald’s midsection and face.  
 
Other artists in this group show include: Paweł Althamer, Frank Benson, Huma Bhabha, Maurizio 
Cattelan, Urs Fischer, Ryan Gander, Isa Genzken, Rachel Harrison, Georg Herold, Thomas 
Hirschhorn, Martin Honert, Pierre Huyghe, Jeff Koons, John Miller, Ugo Rondinone, Thomas 
Schϋtte, Paloma Varga Weisz, Mark Wallinger, Rebecca Warren, Andro Wekua and Cathy Wilkes.  
 
To coincide with The Human Factor, there will be series of events programmed by the curatorial 
team. A conversation between Ryan Gander and Tate Britain Director Penelope Curtis and 
Hayward Gallery Director and exhibition curator Ralph Rugoff is taking place on 23 June at 7pm in 
the Royal Festival Hall, level 5 function room. Another public event is a discussion between artists 
Yinka Shonibare and John Miller, Artangel co-director James Lingwood and critic Martin Herbert 
taking place on 30 June at 7pm in the Royal Festival Hall, level 5 function room.  
  
This exhibition is part of Southbank Centre’s Festival of Love (28 June - 31 August 2014) 
 
For press information contact: 
Nicola Jeffs on nicola.jeffs@southbankcentre.co.uk on 0207 921 0676 or 07730 528 051.  
Filipa Mendes on filipa.mendes@southbankcentre.co.uk on 020 7921 0672 or 07531 643279 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
Listings Information: 
 
The Human Factor: The Figure in Contemporary Sculpture 
Hayward Gallery, 17 June – 7 September 2014 
Visitor information and tickets: www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
Southbank Centre, Belvedere Road, London, SE1 8XX 
 
There is an audio guide available for the exhibition £1.00 
 



Uncanny Figures 
23 June 2014, 7pm 
Royal Festival Hall, Level 5 Function Room 
Artists Ryan Gander and Mark Wallinger, Tate Britain Director Penelope Curtis and Hayward 
Gallery Director and exhibition curator Ralph Rugoff discuss the ways artists are re-visiting and re-
wiring classical models of sculpture to engage contemporary concerns. 
 
Body Politic 
30 June 2014, 7pm  
Royal Festival Hall, Level 5 Function Room 
Artists Yinka Shonibare and John Miller, Artangel co-director James Lingwood and critic Martin 
Herbert discuss ways in which contemporary sculpture explores the cross-section of individual and 
social bodies and how artists make use of mannequins to explore aspects of our social history and 
cultural life, including the art gallery’s conditions of display. 
 
Information and tickets: 0844 847 9910 or www.southbankcentre.co.uk  
Southbank Centre, Belvedere Road, London, SE1 8XX 
Follow us on twitter @southbankcentre @haywardgallery www.facebook.com/haywardgallery 
 
Catalogue: 
The exhibition will be accompanied by a comprehensive and beautifully illustrated catalogue 
exploring the work of leading contemporary artists in whose practice the human form plays a central 
role. A unique survey of figurative sculpture today, this volume features newly-commissioned 
essays by authors including Tate Britain Director, Penelope Curtis, art critic and writer Martin 
Herbert, Artangel co-director James Lingwood, art historian Lisa Lee and Hayward Gallery Director, 
and curator of the exhibition, Ralph Rugoff. Alongside full-colour images of the artists’ works, the 
book also includes original and rarely-seen material documenting the creation of these fascinating 
works. 
 
Hayward Publishing 
Hardback  
240 pages 
29.5 x 23.5cm 
Illustrated in colour  
ISBN 9781853323225 
Special exhibition price £22 (RRP £30) 
 
Complimentary press tickets: 
Journalists planning to cover the exhibition will receive one complimentary ticket on presentation of 
their NUJ, AICA or business cards at the Hayward Gallery box office.  Journalists without press 
accreditation who would like to cover Hayward exhibitions can contact the Southbank Centre press 
office to arrange a ticket. 
 
Southbank Centre  
Southbank Centre is the UK’s largest arts centre, occupying a 21-acre site that sits in the midst of 
London’s most vibrant cultural quarter on the South Bank of the Thames. The site has an 
extraordinary creative and architectural history stretching back to the 1951 Festival of Britain. 
Southbank Centre is home to the Royal Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Purcell Room and the 
Hayward Gallery as well as The Saison Poetry Library and the Arts Council Collection. For further 
information please visit www.southbankcentre.co.uk. 
 
Festival of Love at Southbank Centre 
Southbank Centre’s summer 2014 festival is dedicated to the theme of love. Hundreds of artists, 
communities and partners will participate in creating a festival that will explore the many different 
facets of human love – from romantic love and the breakdown of relationships, to the harmony (or 



disharmony) between nations and the concept of memorials. The festival runs from 28 June to 31 
August, with a taster weekend from Friday 30 May to Sunday 1 June. Featuring a wide-ranging 
programme of themed weekends, performances, talks, outdoor art installations and urban greenery 
across the site, one of the highlights, in celebration of the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 
becoming law in England and Wales this March, will be the mass wedding event for opposite sex 
and same-sex couples on the finale festival weekend. 


