
  
  

elizabeth peyton 
Da scheinest Du, o lieblichster der Sterne 

 
june 13 - july 12, 2014 

 
exhibition opening 

june 12, 6-9 pm 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased to announce Elizabeth Peyton’s eighth solo exhibition at the gallery, which will feature new 
works by the artist and will be on view from June 13 to July 12, 2014. 
 
Working since the late 1980s, Elizabeth Peyton has dedicated her artistic practice to creating paintings -
mostly portraits - of those who create culture and define our times with an exceptional sense of immediacy. 
Whether painting a subject from life, from a photograph, or from memory, Peyton imbues each of her 
images with a largely intangible, entirely undeniable connection to the depicted. Not just concerned with 
physical likeness, Peyton consistently foregrounds the interactions inherent in her portraiture that allow her 
to capture and convey her subject’s essential character. This interaction, either spoken or psychic, often 
develops through the mutual exchange that happens between artist and portrayed - the interchange of 
ideas and thoughts that ultimately results in creative production.  
 
Taking the exhibition’s title from Wagner’s Tannhäuser, Peyton presents new paintings and works on paper 
in Da scheinest Du, o lieblichster der Sterne, taking on portraits and still life. First engaging with the works 
of Richard Wagner in 2011 when she was invited by New York’s Metropolitan Opera to create new works 
for an exhibition at the Gallery Met, Peyton has since made many pictures related to opera. Whether 
painting still lifes or portraits, each similarly is a form of portraiture - one in which the inanimate is rendered 
with the same vigor and insight as her figures. Peyton has recently completed a project for ZEITmagazin in 
which she shows some of the photos that are the nucleus of her exhibition at neugerriemschneider. The 
issue will be available as of June 5. Peyton has also created a small, limited-run artist’s book of visual 
motifs used in the exhibition that will be available for purchase at the gallery. 
 
One of the most relevant painters of our time, Peyton’s distinctive works have been exhibited on a large 
international scale for over twenty years. For her 2013 exhibition at Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden, 
Peyton specifically portrayed the act of performance and the strength and vulnerability that often 
accompanies it. At the Opelvillen Stiftung in Rüsselsheim in 2011, the artist departed from her largely 
painting-based oeuvre to create a series of works on paper. In 2008, New York’s New Museum honored 
Peyton with a large-scale survey of her work that included paintings and works on paper going back to the 
early 1990s, later traveling to Minneapolis’s Walker Art Center and London’s Whitechapel Gallery. Elizabeth 
Peyton’s works are currently included in the group exhibitions Van Gogh Live! at the van Gogh Foundation 
in Arles, France (until August 31, 2014) and Paint New York. Painting from the American East Coast at 
Kunstforeningen GL STRAND in Copenhagen, Denmark (until September 7, 2014). 
 
For further information about the exhibition as well as visual material, please contact Jan Salewski:  
Tel. +49 30 288 772 77, mail@neugerriemschneider.com. 
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