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Summer 2014, Transformer – a Washington, 
DC based 501 (c) 3 non-profit, artist-centered, 
visual organization that connects and promotes 
emerging artists locally, nationally and 
internationally – brings together a select group 
of twelve contemporary visual artists from 
Washington DC, Philadelphia, New Jersey, and 
New York for a creative residency and 
comprehensive exhibition of contemporary 
artworks in Asbury Park, NJ.  
 

Taking place within the 5th Avenue Pavilion of the historic Asbury Park, NJ boardwalk, Promised Land presents 
dynamic artwork in a variety of artistic disciplines that explore a broad range of current national issues as 
inspired by this iconic beach town’s past & present.  
 
Selected by Victoria Reis, Transformer’s Co-Founder, Executive & Artistic Director and Promised Land curator, 
via nominations from curators at peer arts organizations based throughout the US Northeast, Promised Land 
artists include: Jane Carver (NY), Kevin Darmanie (Newark, NJ), Dahlia Elsayed (Newark, NJ), Al ison 
Kuo (NY), Mike Richison (Asbury Park, NJ), Raul Romero (Philadelphia, PA), Jessica Segall  (NY), 
Crystal Stokowski (Philadelphia, PA), Scott Szegeski (Asbury Park, NJ), L isa Marie Thalhammer 
(Washington, DC), Tang (Washington, DC), and John Vigg (Asbury Park, NJ). 
 
With a history of contradictions epitomized by American writer Stephen Crane and American songwriter Bruce 
Springsteen as a symbol of our nations ‘hopes & hypocrisies’, Asbury Park, NJ provides fertile context for artists 
to question and create. Transformer will host a five-day artistic residency in Asbury Park, NJ June 5-10 for 
participating Promised Land artists to pursue creative research. Following this creative residency, the Promised 
Land artists will develop work in a variety of visual mediums including painting, video, installation, sculpture, 
performance art, and photography, among others to be exhibited via a comprehensive public exhibition August 
1 – September 7, 2014.  The exhibition will be presented on the historic Asbury Park boardwalk within the 5th 
Avenue pavilion. 
 
Throughout the course of the Promised Land exhibition Transformer will present extensive creative & educational 
public programming including artist & curator talks, performances, artistic actions and workshops.  
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t r a n s f o r m e r is a Washington, DC based 501 (c) 3 artist-centered non-profit visual arts organization, providing a 
consistent, supportive, and professional platform for emerging artists to explore and present experimental artistic concepts, 
build audiences for their work, and advance their careers. A catalyst and advocate for contemporary artists and emergent 
expression in the visual arts, Transformer connects and promotes emerging visual artists within regional, national and 
international contexts through exhibition and programs partnerships with artists, curators, commercial galleries, museums 
and other cultural institutions.  
 
Promised Land is generously supported by The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, the National Endowment for 
the Arts, Madison Marquette, Liquitex, Central Avenue House, as well as individual donors & sponsors. 


