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Rinus Van de Velde is one of the most important Belgian artists of the younger generation. With his large-format charcoal 
drawings he has lent the genre of drawing a completely new dimension and is now enjoying international success. Usually it is he 
himself who is at the center of his narrative productions, playing all kinds of different roles. This mixture of performance and 
artistic reflection makes his work at once authentic and poetic.

Galerie Zink was the first gallery to show his work and his first solo exhibition with us was back in 2009. We chose one of his 
exhibitions to mark the opening of our new premises on Linienstraße 23 in Berlin. In the same premises Rinus Van de Velde is now 
together with his large-format charcoal drawings presenting for the first time a space-encroaching sculpture which represented 
the starting point for his latest drawings, but is also monumentally present as a sculpture in its own right.
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A craggy island in the middle of the ocean. On it, a meager hut. On this island lives an artist, alone in his studio at the top of the 
cliffs. In complete isolation he searches for the truth in art. He is looking to find that one authentic work of art. Alternating between 
despair and bouts of heady creativity he goes through all the crises that an artist can experience. He lives on the fish he can catch, 
he struggles with storm tides, he hallucinates. The solitude drives him mad. This artist is Rinus Van de Velde.

What is real, what is imaginary? His adventures only play out in his head, although he himself is convinced that everything is utterly 
real. Everything is made up, everything no more than an illusion, nothing is genuine and yet everything is true.

This island is located in the basement story of Linienstraße 23, filling the space from left to right and from the floor right up to the 
ceiling. Rinus Van de Velde built this island. It is the location of his story and the backdrop to his productions. Visitors have only a 
narrow path on which to walk around the sculpture and to view the large-format charcoal drawings on the walls.

However, this extensive installation is not just a backdrop. Instead, it is a sculpture that represents a distilled answer to 
multilayered questions of genius, authenticity and illusion in art.

Rinus Van de Velde started developing the island in his studio, with the vague notion of a story in his head. The story developed in 
an intermediate stage between production, performance and role-playing and the artist has captured it on camera.  
Rinus Van de Velde, who says of himself, “I never trusted myself to be an artist”, has taken on the role of an artist who leads an 
adventurous life, measures himself against the intellectual titans of his time, produces brilliant work, and is admired and respected 
for it.

It is only when Rinus Van de Velde takes isolated scenes from his vast photographic archive and incorporates them into his large 
drawings on canvas that a new reality emerges, one that can no longer be doubted. At this point Rinus Van de Velde returns – to the 
simple and tedious life of the artist, a life in which all he does is simply to produce brilliant work.
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