
Dazibao has invited Steve Bates to prepare an exhibition 

including artworks articulated around the peculiar relationship 

that can exist between sound and image. Steve Bates, with 

the collaboration of Vienna distributor sixpackfilm and Index 

DVD puts together Electronic Sound in a Shifting Landscape, 

a kind of personal anthology of the austrian audiovisual 

production from the 1960s to this day.

Austria’s take on experimental film and video is outstanding 

and unique in many regards; from the structuralist and 

full-bodied approaches of the early days to bit crunching 

contemporary artists blending sound, video and performance. 

Electronic Sound in a Shifting Landscape attempts to connect 

some of the migrations between these historical moments. 

In all of these film and video works, landscape and sound play 

critical roles and it is this arc that this program traverses. This 

landscape is broad in consideration; from the systematized 

nature scenes of Kurt Kren’s early films to the mapping of 

a single roll of film onto the city in Hans Scheugl’s Wien 17, 

Schumanngasse to the urban grid in pixelated landscapes of 

the younger generations represented here.

A number of films in this collection employ time-lapse to 

exaggerate the landscape’s spatial relationship to time. In the 

work developed over the 1990s and into the 2000s, Austria’s 

younger generation of video makers employes computers 

and electronic music traditions in their digital investigations 

of sound and landscape. Often the work of this generation 

crosses between cinema, nightclub and concert settings not 

particularly showing allegiance to any one venue. This has 

also infused the work with a questioning of the boundaries 

between art and music video. These boundaries are stretched 

and rendered unclear. There is an anti-art approach to much 

of this work that questions the relationship between high/

bourgeois art and everyday experience in the street and in 

clubs. Many from this younger generation grew up through 

the politics of punk and the DIY organization of early techno 

and it’s political ramifications. This questioning also relates 

to similar challenges put forward by Vienna’s Aktionist 

movement and the films that emerged from that group.

This film and video program is book-ended by performances 

by two groups, Le Révélateur (Roger Tellier-Craig and Sabrina 

Ratté) and Total Life (Kevin Doria) with Karl Lemieux. Both 

of these groups work visuals and music into a wide, organic 

experience that possess links to Austria’s work ethic in its 

approach to a whole-body, audio-visual experience.

Original text by Steve Bates available online as well as short notes on the 
artists and the works.

ELECTRONIC SOUND IN A SHIFTING LANDSCAPE
Including works by Siegfried A. Fruhauf, Michaela Grill, Elke Groen, Dariusz Kowalski, Annja Krautgasser, Kurt Kren, Johann Lurf, 

Dietmar Offenhuber, Billy Roisz, Leo Schatzl, Hans Scheugl, Lotte Schreiber, Michaela Schwentner et Peter Weibel 

Opening followed by a party on Friday July 18 at 8 p.m.

The exhibition runs from July 18 to September 13, 2014

The gallery is open from Tuesday to Saturday from noon to 5 p.m.

P R E S S  R E L E A S E 
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PERFORMANCES 
Le Révélateur: on July 18 at 9 p.m.

Total Life with Karl Lemieux: on September 13 at 9 p.m.

ARTIST TALK
with Michaela Grill accompanied by André Habib: on 
September 4 at 7 p.m.

Dazibao thanks Steve Bates, the artists, sixpackfilm and Index DVD for their generous collaboration as well as its members for their support.
Dazibao receives financial support from the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, the Canada Council for the Arts, the Conseil des arts de 
Montréal and the Ministère de la Culture et des Communications. 

Vienna’s sixpackfilm is a respected distributor of Austrian 

experimental film and video. Index DVD is sixpackfilm’s 

publishing house consisting of video and film collections and 

artist’s works. Index DVD has kindly agreed to make available 

their catalogue to Dazibao for this exhibition.

An artist, musician and occasional curator, Steve Bates 

holds a Master’s degree in Visual Arts from Concordia 

University. The sonic is the starting point for projects which 

are evocations of communication networks and systems, or 

that bring out the characteristics of the space. Using sound, 

he measures, bends, ignores or stretches time, thus seeking 

to modulate the viewer’s experience of the site. He has 

exhibited in Canada, the United States, Europe and most 

recently, Senegal. In September 2014, his works can be seen 

at Oboro.
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