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Given the increasing regulation of every aspect of urban life, can public space still be 
said to exist?

Le Mouvement is a multipart exhibition, which investigates the nature of public sculp-
ture and public space by hosting a series of performances in the town of Biel/Bienne. 
The show touches upon a variety of inter-related topics and issues, which include the 
nature and uses of public space; art in public space; the individual and shared body 
in public space, both static and in movement; and the relationship between the fleet-
ing materiality of the body and the more permanent materiality of sculpture.

Locations: Bahnhofplatz, Kunsthaus CentrePasquArt, city center pedestrian zone,   
              Biel/Bienne

luciana achugar

The practice of the Uruguayan born, New York-based choreographer luciana achugar 
(b. 1970) revolves around what it means to be in one’s body, what the body is and 
what are the socially acceptable (and unacceptable) norms which govern it within 
Western society. Taking place at a specific time and place, her contribution to Le 
Mouvement, which includes six professional dancers in addition to herself, remains a 
secret until seen. Anti-spectacular, it seeks to involve and activate the passive specta-
tor in public space. 

Location: Nidaugasse
Duration: 60 min
Times: From Thursday to Sunday, August 28–31, 19:30

Alexandra Bachzetsis

The Basel-based, Swiss artist, performer, and choreographer Alexandra Bachzetsis 
(b. 1974) explores extreme forms of movement in her work. After the grand opening 
at the museum, one moves into the courtyard to find music, a bar, an invitation to 
party. Gradually, some of the “guests” start behaving in peculiar ways, and a curi-
ous exchange begins to unfold, barely noticed, as if it was quite normal behavior. 
UNDRESSED appropriates the rituals of partying and uses them as a vehicle for a 
guerrilla performance. 

Location: Kunsthaus CentrePasquArt
Duration: To be confirmed
Times: Saturday August 30, 21:00
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Nina Beier

The protocol-based practice of the Berlin-based, Danish artist Nina Beier (b. 1975) is 
known to included virtually every media. Also a protocol-based work, The Complete 
Works, presented here, consists in inviting a retired dancer to attempt to dance their 
parts from their entire career as a dancer chronologically from memory. Freighted 
with paradox, this work renders a very public past private by virtue of its relationship 
to memory, while foregrounding the way body contains memory and with this memo-
ry its own history as object in space and time.    

Location: Nidaugasse
Duration: 30–45 min
Times: Tuesday August 26, 13:30 
 Wednesday August 27, 17:30 
 Thursday August 28, 18:00 
 Friday August 29, 13:00 
 Saturday August 30, 16:00
 Sunday August 31, 13:00

Pablo Bronstein

Argentine, London-based artist Pablo Bronstein (b. 1977) uses a variety of media, 
such as intricate drawings, large-scale installations and classical dance to explore Ba-
roque, Rococo and neoclassical architecture and ornamentation. For Le Mouvement 
the Argentinean artist presents a performance of a dancer dancing on the balcony 
of a classical façade, which overlooks Zentralplatz of Biel/Bienne. Located as such, 
Pablo Bronstein’s performance inevitably interrogates where private space ends and 
public space begins. Is the balcony always private? Or does it become public the 
moment it is occupied by a human body?

Location: Zentralplatz
Duration: 15 min
Times: Tuesday August 26, 10:00, 16:00 
 Wednesday August 27, 12:30, 16:00 
 Thursday August 28, 11:30, 16:30 
 Friday August 29, 11:30, 14:00 
 Saturday August 30, 14:00, 18:00 
 Sunday August 31, 10:00, 16:00

Trisha Brown

The US-born, New York-based choreographer and dancer Trisha Brown  
(b. 1936) is one of the founding figures and pioneers of American post-modern dance, 
the historic Judson Dance Theater. She is particularly famous for taking this temporal 
art form out of the black box and into the street, not to mention onto rooftops, walls, 
and other unorthodox sites. Here she presents the work Drift, in which a group of 
dancers drift shoulder to shoulder at a quasi imperceptible angle down the street. 
Moving like a gentle human wall, this subtle performance lyrically upsets the produc-
tive, linear flow of a smoothly, functioning public space.
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Location: Nidaugasse
Duration: 4 min
Times: Tuesday August 26, 10:00, 12:00, 15:00 and 19:00 
 Wednesday August 27, 11:00, 13:00, 16:00 and 19:00 
 Thursday August 28, 9:00, 13:00, 15:00 and 17:00 
 Friday August 29, 10:00, 14:00, 16:00 and 19:00 
 Saturday August 30, 10:00, 15:00, 18:00 and 20:00 
 Sunday August 31, 9:00, 15:00, 17:00 and 19:00

Eglè Budvytytè

Lithuanian, Amsterdam-based artist Eglè Budvytytè (b. 1982) is interested in how 
certain gestures might challenge the codes and conventions that implicitly govern the 
everyday. Her performance is an itinerant work featuring 9 male performers clad in 
uniforms that are at once military and effeminate. They jog along throughout the city 
while carrying out a series of unlikely actions that trouble traditional perceptions of 
western masculinity, and in doing so, transform expectations of male, group behavior 
into something quite harmless and unexpected.

Location: Itinerant
Duration: 30–40 min
Times: Friday August 29, 16:00
 Saturday August 30, 18:00

Willi Dorner

The practice of the Austrian, Vienna-based choreographer, curator and video artist 
Willi Dorner (b. 1959) addresses the sculptural qualities of bodies singly and togeth-
er in everyday settings, both interior and urban, which are temporarily transformed 
through his interventions. In Bodies in Urban Spaces, Willi Dorner’s dancers map out 
a route through a zone of a given city, and, breaking apart into small groups, make 
sculptural pit stops throughout it, in which they acrobatically insert their bodies into 
the urban fabric. Putting into contrast the supposedly unyielding rigidity of the city 
with the pliability of the human body, Willi Dorner brings new purpose, not to mention 
purposeless to urban spaces created with specific purposes in mind.

Location: Itinerant (start: Train station)
Duration: 60 min
Times: From Friday to Sunday, August 29–31, 12:00, 15:30 and 19:00

Douglas Dunn

The US-born, New York-based choreographer Douglas Dunn (b. 1942) is a historic 
figure of post-modern American dance who is often known to work in public, urban 
space. For Le Mouvement, his company performs Vain Combat. Exploring and em-
bracing what Dunn perceives to be inherently the conflictual nature of humanity, this 
piece draws from contact improvisation (body to body) and other post-modern dance 
techniques in order to orchestrate a complex encounter between his dancers in ur-
ban space. 

Location: Nidaugasse
Duration: 30 min
Times: From Thursday to Sunday, August 28-31, 12:30, 14:00 and 18:00
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Simone Forti

The Italian-born, Los Angeles-based choreographer Simone Forti (b. 1935) is one of 
the key figures of what is known as “post-modern” and one of its most radical forms: 
improvisation. For Le Mouvement, she presents her historic work Huddle (1961). In 
this basic improvisational masterpiece piece, a group of dancers is made to form a 
closely-knit mass, hugging one another in a huddle, members taken turns breaking 
off from the group, and climbing over the mass, which supports him or her. As much 
about community as it as about the hard fact of the body (imagine a knee in your 
back), this performance enacts what it represents: a temporary, sculptural monument 
to working together.    

Location: Nidaugasse
Duration: 10–15 min
Times: Tuesday August 26, 11:00, 16:00 and 18:00
 Wednesday August 27, 10:00, 14:30 and 17:00
 Thursday August 28, 10:00, 16:30 and 20:00
 Friday August 29, 11:00, 13:00 and 17:00
 Saturday August 30, 11:30, 16:00 and 19:00
 Sunday August 31, 11:00, 16:00 and 19:00

Alicia Frankovich

The practice of New-Zealand, Berlin-based artist Alicia Frankovich (b. 1980) is pri-
marily preoccupied with performance and the extent to which we are all performers 
in our everyday lives. Presenting her work on the before-and-after space of the Biel/
Bienne train station platform– where we are supposedly least obliged to perform– 
Alicia Frankovich appropriates and transforms the everyday gestures of service indus-
try professionals and immaterial laborers into a choreography. In taking these public 
gestures out of context and placing them into another, she at once embraces their 
potential beauty while disclosing their absurdity. 

Location: Train station
Duration: 60–90 min
Times: From Thursday to Sunday, August 28–31, 10:00, 15:30 and 17:30

Maria Hassabi

Greek, New York-based choreographer Maria Hassabi (b. 1973) is a virtuoso of veloci-
ty. At the core of Maria Hassabi’s practice is a preoccupation with slowness. SHOW is 
a duet featuring Maria Hassabi and dancer Hristoula Harakas engaged in an involut-
ed shadow and retreat from one another, in which the two bodies take on an almost 
sculptural quality. Taking place in a public context, the work inevitably asks just what 
movement is.

Location: Nidaugasse
Duration: 30 min
Times: Tuesday August 26, 13:00
 Wednesday August 27, 15:30
 Thursday August 28, 13:00
 Friday August 29, 16:00 
 Saturday August 30, 13:30
 Sunday August 31, 10:00
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San Keller

The Swiss artist San Keller (b. 1971) has been known since the late 1990s for his 
sustained performances, which are staged with a light and ironic touch. The artist 
announces for Le Mouvement: “I will be breaking the law at one of the exhibition 
venues. Should my actions be discovered, the curators are committed to defending 
me in court.” SCHAUPROZESS shows the contradictions at work in the reception of 
contemporary art today: what is publicly tolerated on public ground in a Swiss city, 
which openly uses performance as a strategy of city marketing?

Location: Itinerant
Duration: Non-stop
Times: From Tuesday to Sunday, August 26–31, 10:00–19:00

Jiří Kovanda

Czech, Prague-based artist, Jiří Kovanda (b. 1953) active since the 70s, has earned 
an international reputation for his slight, poetic yet very potent gestures, actions and 
interventions. For Le Mouvement, he presents Kissing Through Glass, a performance 
in which he invites passersby to exchange a kiss through a glass window. At once 
joining and dividing lips through glass, this work inevitably speaks to the boundar-
ies between the public and the private, interior and exterior, and most importantly, 
between bodies themselves.  

Location: To be confirmed
Duration: 40–60 min
Times: Friday August 29, 13:00
 Saturday August 30, 15:00
 Sunday August 31, 11:00

Liz Magic Laser

The performative practice of the US, New York-based artist Liz Magic Laser (b. 1981) 
engages the linguistic, gestural and theatrical codes and mechanisms that under-
pin communication in the media, political theater, and the everyday. In Like You, Liz 
Magic Laser’s has invited dancer Cori Kresge to develop a method of mimicking the 
comportment of unsuspecting individuals on the streets of Biel/Bienne, inevitably 
challenging the authenticity and testing the codes of the most banal urban activity: 
walking down the street.  

Location: Zentralplatz and Nidaugasse
Duration: 3h
Times: From Tuesday to Saturday, August 26–30, 10:00–13:00 and 15:00–18:00

Jérôme Leuba

Since 2004 Jérôme Leuba (b. 1970), a Swiss artist living in Geneva, has been making 
a series of works called battlefield which he produces on a variety of supports. For Le 
Mouvement, Jérôme Leuba presents battlefield #95/gaze, a performance that plac-
es three women and three men on the same sidewalk, and who stare persistently at 
passers-by, without saying a word. With this piece Jérôme Leuba creates yet another 
real field of tension, as the title of his series indicates; confusion, perception and visi-
bility are integral parts of his body of work. Who are these individuals? What are they 
looking at, and why?
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Location: Bahnhofstrasse
Duration: 6h
Times: From Tuesday to Sunday, August 26–31, 10:00–16:00

Ieva Misevičiūtė

The Lithuanian, New York-based artist, performer Ieva Misevičiūtė (b. 1982) describes 
herself “a former Lithuanian clown, and a practitioner of unproductive gymnastics.” 
For Le Mouvement, the artist presents a performance entitled SSSSSSSSSSSS, which 
will consist of a solo performed by herself. Under the belief that the public space is 
part of the social Organism built of material substances and structures of any sort 
(human/non-human, organic/inorganic, static/moving and etc.), the performer uses 
her body as a magnifier of these relationships and rhythms, providing a real-time 
translation of its surroundings. As such, the work becomes a fluid, if fleeting testimo-
ny of the lived world, where the distinction between what is human and non-human is 
unstable.

Location: Zentralplatz
Duration: 60 min
Times: Tuesday August 26, 19:00 
 Wednesday August 27, 19:00 
 Thursday August 28, 20:00 
 Friday August 29, 19:00 
 Saturday August 30, 14:00
 Sunday August 31, 17:00

Köppl/Začek

Swiss artists Jörg Köppl (b. 1964) and Peter Začek (b. 1962) have worked together 
since 1997. For Le Mouvement, they have developed a new performance called Drei 
Kreise. Each circle represents a particular group (artists, prostitutes, asylum seekers), 
who are constantly passed from one agent to another. The performance lasts for 72 
hours. Köppl/Začek open up an unexpected perspective on public space and its 
modus operandi: “What makes us walk in circles are less restrictions and prohibitions 
than economic conditions.”

Location: Itinerant
Duration: Non-stop
Times: From Thursday to Saturday, August 28–30, 24h/24h

Germaine Kruip

The work of Dutch artist Germaine Kruip (b. 1970) is varied and complex. She sets off 
fireworks, erects observation platforms, plays with light and shadows, makes kinetic 
sculptures, and reenacts performances. Germaine Kruip has worked with dervishes 
to create A Possibility of an Abstraction, Circle Dance. The ecstatic circle dance is a 
physical means of falling into religious ecstasy and making contact with the universe. 
Instead of wearing their traditional clothes and hats, these dervishes are dressed in 
simple dark suits and white shirts. They appear as if from nowhere. Is this a kind of 
protest? Or just a show? After a few minutes, the circle dance begins to work its spell 
and conjures a collective order from the chaos of public life.
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Location: To be confirmed
Duration: 20 min
Times: Friday and Saturday, August 29–30, 12:00–00:00 (starting every clock hour)   
 Sunday August 31, 10:00–22:00 (starting every clock hour)

Myriam Lefkowitz

The practice of French-American, Paris-based artist Myriam Lefkowitz (b. 1980) ad-
dresses the relationship between movement and the gaze, or lack thereof. This has 
manifested in her on-going investigations in Walk, Hands, Eyes (Biel/Bienne). Here a 
trained dancer guides a ‘viewer’ along a specific trajectory while asking them to keep 
their eyes closed, opening them only on command. Radically enhancing one’s senses, 
the performance redistributes one’s usual perception of the city to the entirety of the 
body.  

Location: Itinerant (stard: Farelsaal)
Duration: 60 min
Times: Friday August 29, 11:00, 15:00 and 17:00
 Saturday August 30, 11:00, 12:30, 15:00, and 17:00
 Sunday August 31, 11:00, 15:00 and 17:00

Alexandra Pirici

The practice of Romanian, Bucharest-based artist Alexandra Pirici is grounded in cho-
reography, which she uses both for its critical economy and its economy of means to 
question history, monuments and public sculpture. For Le Mouvement, she conceived 
a re-creation of Richard Serra’s controversial public sculpture, Tilted Arc (1981), which 
was removed by popular public opinion from Federal Plaza, New York. Contrary to his 
use of steel, Alexandra Pirici uses human bodies, placing thirty of them side-by-side 
for hours at a time, like a large human wall. How does this modify the public space it 
inhabits? And how will the city’s inhabitants react to it?

Location: Zentralplatz
Duration: 2h
Times: From Tuesday to Sunday, August 26–31, 12:00–14:00 and 16:00–18:00, 
 Thursday August 28, 13:00–15:00 and 17:00–19:00

Prinz Gholam

The Berlin-based artist duo Prinz Gholam consists of Wolfgang Prinz (b. 1969) and 
Michel Gholam (b. 1963). They have developed a performative practice that revolves 
around the way we experience and negotiate the world through images the mind 
already contains, from art history, films, and the media. For Le Mouvement, they have 
conceived their entire stay in Biel/Bienne as a performance, a single aspect of which 
becomes visible, once a day, everyday at the same time and place. This disclosure 
draws attention to the reservoir of images that tends to govern, even inspire our pub-
lic behavior.  

Location: Robert-Walser Platz
Duration: 20 min
Times: From Tuesday to Sunday, August 26–31, 14:00
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Lin Yilin

The Chinese, Beijing and New York-based artist Lin Yilin (b. 1964) is one of the key 
figures of China’s relatively recent entry into mainstream, contemporary art. Having 
studied sculpture, Lin Yilin focused his attention on performance, architecture and 
experience of the urban in a context of rapid urbanization in the ‘90s. For Le Mouve-
ment, he executes a three-part performance in which he rolls on the ground – digni-
fying a generally undignified activity through intention – from three different, symboli-
cally charged sites in Biel/Bienne, such as The Fountain of Justice, always toward and 
ending at the no-less symbolically charged office of the mayor.

Location: Itinerant 
  (starting point Friday: Fountain of Justice 
  starting point Saturday: Nidaugasse 
  starting point Sunday: Kunsthaus CentrePasquArt)
Duration: 60–120 min
Times: From Friday to Sunday, August 29–31, 14:00
Press contact: Patrick Steffen
Patrick Steffen, patrick.steffen@ess-spa.ch

Please note the upcoming dates

Saturday August 30 and Sunday 31 2014, all three Mouvement in parallel

Mouvement III – The City Performed
From August 30 to November 2 2014
Opening ceremony: August 30, 17:00
Kunsthaus CentrePasquArt, Biel/Bienne

For more information: www.lemouvement.ch 
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