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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Kobalt Gallery is pleased to announce a solo exhibition of new work by assemblage artist Duncan Johnson.  The artist will 
present his latest 2 and 3-dimensional “assembled paintings” created with the salvaged painted wood he recovers from the 
scrapyards of his native Vermont.

A master craftsman, Johnson’s affinity for the innate beauty and attributes of reclaimed wood is the cornerstone of his 
elegant and vaguely arithmetic compositions.  Maintaining the often faded and scraped original colors of each board that he 
salvages, Johnson is careful to preserve evidence of the past life the materials divulge – each completed panel a myriad of 
anonymous stories open to interpretation.

About the Artist
Duncan Johnson (b. Barre, VT 1963) is a contemporary assemblage artist best known for his intricate meticulously crafted 
panels created with scavenged painted wood. 

Johnson works intuitively selecting each piece of wood as a painter selects hues of paint from a palette to establish a 
predominantly muted array of color from which to draw.  Although emphatically assembled out of wood, his pieces are 
composed according to the intuitive logic of abstract painting.

Aspects of sculpture, drawing and painting are all present within Johnson’s work as strips of reclaimed wood come together 
to bring their own character to each piece.  Patterns of wear, often fastened together with a matrix of fine wire nails laid 
along a delicate grid, are “unburdened” by any need for rigorous interpretation.

Johnson’s work has been included in numerous exhibitions throughout the US. He is a recipient of the Pollock Krasner 
Foundation Grant (2010), the American Academy of Arts and Letters Award (2009) and the New York Foundation for the 
Arts Sculpture Fellowship (2001) among others.

Johnson received his BFA from Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY 

For further inquiries contact Owner / Director Francine D’Olimpio 
E Francine@kobaltgallery.com 
T 508.487.1132
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Punch, 2012, Salvaged wood, 30x30


