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French Riviera is pleased to present a new exhibition and commission for the gallery window by 
Fabienne Hess, who llives and works in London, and graduated from the Royal College of Art in 
2012. This will be her first solo exhibition. 
 
All works in this exhibition are made with material found in the artist’s spam filter. The messages 
making up the white vinyl text on the window and on scrunched up plastic sheeting inside of the 
gallery, speak to us in false emotion, aiming to lure us into buying or signing up to something. Of 
course we are all used to automated e-mails. Yet, it's surprising how they occasionally perplex 
us. Hess’s practice investigates what this says about our own written communications. 
 
Alongside the plastic texts, Hess creates wonderfully detailed prints on silks, from found images 
discarded by her computer while searching the internet, often without even knowing where these 
images came from in the first place. These digital left-overs are found on the margins of our 
consciousness, in the trash of computers, or on anonymous data storage bought at flea markets. 
 
Displayed in the gallery is an image made of watches: the watermarks of the watches declare 
their falseness openly, yet as an image they are authentic. They invite us to become the 
tricksters. To communicate our personality with forged symbols of authenticity. The silk gives 
value to an image which devalues itself and refers to the watches as a luxurious object. The 
plastic refers to the screen and to the persistence of spam and automated e-mails. Both are 
materials that are light and fluid and function as representations of images or texts that are in 
transit. 

 
Recent group exhibitions include: Dakar Biennial of Contemporary Art, Dakar, Senegal; Riff/t, 
Baltic Centre of Contemporary Art, Gateshead, UK; Open Day, Lugar a Dudas, Cali, Colombia 
(all 2014); During 2013 Hess was the artist-in-residence at The White Building, London. 
 
 
Notes to editors: 
 

 French Riviera is a gallery in Bethnal Green, East London, presented by artists Samuel 
Levack and Jennifer Lewandowski as an extension of their long-standing collaboration. 
Occupying their studio in a former shop on Bethnal Green Road, the gallery offers a 
platform to artists who are currently without representation in the UK. Artists shown by 
the gallery include Lucy Woodhouse, Nicholas Pankhurst, Thomas Dozol and Leslie 
Kulesh. For further information: mail@frenchriviera1988.com 
 

 

 


