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Stroom Den Haag celebrates
enchantment with WeberWoche
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With Alexander Kluge, Gabriel Lester, Helga Wretman, Jan
Verwoert, Jasper Niens, Justin Bennett, Katie Paterson,
Katja Novitskova, Koen Vermeir, Melanie Bonajo, Nathaniel
Mellors, Plastique Fantastique, Robertas Narkus, Ryan
Trecartin and Simon O'Sullivan.  

Exhibition: 10 - 14 September 2014
Two-day performance event: Friday 12 September
(17-22 hrs) and Saturday 13 September (14:30-21 hrs)
Location: Stroom Den Haag, Hogewal 1-9, The Hague
www.stroom.nl
For inspiration: weberwoche.tumblr.com

We live in a disenchanted world. And 'this disenchanted, rational world gives rise
to rebellion,' according to philosopher Bas Heijne in a Dutch newspaper (NRC
Handelsblad, 14 December 2013). Science may have disenchanted the world, but
our urge to dream, fantasize and interpret is still overwhelmingly present, he
stated. With the event WeberWoche art centre Stroom Den Haag invites you to
rediscover values and ideas seemingly absent in our modern bureaucratic
society.

 

 

 
 

Artists, performers, filmmakers and theoreticians, resourcing from multiple areas of
knowledge and operating through contrasting artistic and discursive strategies, will
shape a multifaceted program of artworks, lectures and performances, aimed at
questioning the role of enchantment in today's Western society.

WeberWoche is Stroom Den Haag’s first step towards a long-term program focusing on
the topic of The Enchanted World. The starting point is the concept of the
Entzauberung der Welt, the disenchantment of the world; a notion first articulated by the
German sociologist Max Weber in his publication Science as a Vocation (1919).
“The fate of our times is characterized by rationalization and intellectualization and,
above all, by the 'disenchantment of the world.' Precisely the ultimate and most sublime
values have retreated from public life either into the transcendental realm of mystic life
or into the brotherliness of direct and personal human relations.”

In short, Weber's concept of disenchantment describes the character of the modernized
bureaucratic society, where scientific understanding is more highly valued than belief
and where decision-making is founded on purely rational considerations. In Weber's
perspective, mankind has initiated developments that have come to live a life of their
own and subsequently have turned against their own creators. As such, a bureaucratic
cloud hovers over all and everyone, enforcing a regime of compliance turning human
beings into mere pawns.

In order to escape the confines of such rational coercion, Stroom will utilize the
WeberWoche as a lens to look into the past, the present and the future for statements
and other concealed knowledge, and to unearth these findings by getting into an
‘enchanted state'. Along winding roads and through prismatic insights, filled by
contradictions - like a hydra with numerous talking heads affirming the multiple -
WeberWoche will attempt to find new wisdom.

For more information and schedule of performances and lectures visit: www.stroom.nl

WeberWoche is curated by Bruno Listopad in collaboration with and upon
invitation by Stroom Den Haag and made possible in part by: City of The Hague,
Mondriaan Fund.

Note to the editor:
For more information, photographs and interview requests, please contact Hildegard
Beijersbergen-Blom (press department Stroom Den Haag), through pers@stroom.nl,
070-3658985.
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