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Exhibition:    Treasures from Korea: Arts and Culture of the 

Joseon Dynasty, 1392–1910 
On View:   June 29–September 28, 2014 
Location:      Hammer Building, Level 2 
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The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) presents Treasures from 

Korea: Arts and Culture of the Joseon Dynasty, 1392–1910, the first 

comprehensive U.S. exhibition to examine traditional Korean art during the 

longest-ruling dynasty in Korean history. Lasting over 500 years, the Joseon 

dynasty was a period of rich cultural achievement and is recognized for its 

influence in modern manners and social attitudes still seen in contemporary 

Korean culture. Treasures from Korea explores the various facets of the 

Joseon period from royalty, religious beliefs, society, and the nation’s 

transition to modern times. Featuring nearly 150 objects drawn primarily 

from the collection of the National Museum of Korea (NMK) in Seoul, as well 

as objects from LACMA’s collection, the exhibition includes painted screens, 

scrolls, furnishings, costumes, accessories, ritual wares, and more. Many of 

the objects on loan from the NMK are designated national treasures, several 

of which are on view for the first time in the United States. 
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Treasures from Korea is co-organized by the National Museum of Korea 

(NMK), the Philadelphia Museum of Art (PMA), the Los Angeles County 

Museum of Art (LACMA), and The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (MFAH). 

The exhibition began its U.S. presentation in Philadelphia (March 2–May 

26, 2014) and concludes in Houston (November 2, 2014–January 11, 

2015).  

 

This exhibition is the second of two international shows that are the result 

of a collaborative exchange between the United States and Korea.  In early 

2013, four U.S. institutions—LACMA, PMA, MFAH, and the TERRA 

Foundation—sent works from their respective collections to South Korea 

for the country’s first survey of American art. The exhibition, Art Across 

America was on view at the NMK and traveled to the Daejeon Museum of 

Art, as well as the Art Gallery of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia. 

 

Treasures from Korea is accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue 

published by Yale University Press. 

 

“Treasures from Korea is an opportunity to share some of the highest artistic 

achievements in Korean history with the diverse audiences of Southern 

California. This exhibition especially resonates here in Los Angeles, home to 

the largest Korean and Korean American community outside of Korea,” says 

Michael Govan, LACMA CEO and Wallis Annenberg Director. “I am grateful 

to the National Museum of Korea for sharing their collection with LACMA and 

our co-presenters, the Philadelphia Museum of Art and The Museum of Fine 

Arts, Houston. This has been an incredibly fruitful cultural collaboration that 

has benefitted so many audiences across the globe.” 

 

“The art of the Joseon period offers a glimpse into the life and culture of a 

celebrated time in Korean history that continues to resonate in the country 

today,” says Dr. Virginia Moon, Assistant Curator of Korean Art at LACMA. 

“For the LACMA presentation of Treasures from Korea, objects from the 

museum’s permanent collection complement the works that are traveling to 

the three venues.”  

 
Exhibition Highlights 

The Joseon dynasty included a line of 27 kings that ruled during its 518-

year history. The royal court served as the country’s highest authority and 
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sponsored the production of many different types of art utilized for both 

aesthetic and practical purposes. Objects with documentary and 

commemorative functions were commonly seen in the Joseon court, 

including screen paintings to commemorate rituals and ceremonies as well 

as Uigwe (Royal Protocols) that documented major rites and events held 

by the royal family.  

 

Treasures from Korea is organized around five key themes that illuminate 

the dynamics of Korean cultural life and the artistic accomplishments of the 

Joseon period: King and His Court; Joseon Society; Ancestral Rituals and 

Confucian Values; Continuity and Change in Joseon Buddhism; and Joseon 

in Modern Times. Highlights from the exhibition include: 

 

Peonies (late 19th century) is a 10-fold screen that features the floral 

motif of peonies, a symbol of wealth and honor. Screen paintings were 

commonly produced at the Joseon court for the occasions of rituals and 

ceremonies. This motif was originally reserved for use by the court, but 

towards the end of the Joseon period peonies were used more frequently 

amongst commoners. This work will be exclusively on view at LACMA. 

 

Royal Protocol for the Funeral of Crown Princess Heongyeonghyebin 

(1815) documents the ritual wares used for the funeral of Royal 

concubine Hyebin (1735–1815) known posthumously as Queen 

Heongyeong. The book includes illustrations and descriptions of the name, 

material, specifications, production technique, and supplier of the ritual 

pieces in her funeral. Royal funerals during the Joseon period were lengthy 

(lasting nearly three years) and rituals were frequently performed. This 

work will be exclusively on view at LACMA. 

 

The technique of hwagak—the flattening of ox horn to create paper-thin 

sheets—was commonly used during the Joseon period for furniture and 

other items intended for women’s quarters. These thin sheets were painted 

with mineral pigments and attached to wooden objects. On the colorful Box 

with Ox-Horn Decoration (late 19th century), for example, imagery 

includes peonies, cranes, tigers, deer, tortoise, carp, and boys sitting on 

animals—a common Daoist theme seen in hwagak ornamentation.  
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Printed in 1895, The Pilgrim’s Progress, written by the English preacher 

and writer John Bunyan, was the first book to be translated  and published 

in its entirety from English to the Korean phonetic script (Hangeul). 

Canadian Presbyterian missionary James S. Gale translated the text while 

the illustrations were created by the Korean painter Kim Jun-geun. Known 

in Korean as Cheollo yeokjeong, this book is recognized for the fact that the 

Western characters and settings were replaced by illustrations from the 

Joseon period, a method which would allow Korean readers to connect 

with the context of the story.  

 
Exhibition Catalogue 

Published by Yale University Arts Press, Treasures from Korea is the first 

major publication outside of Korea to survey the artistic production of the 

world’s longest-ruling Confucian dynasty. Illustrated with color images of 

some 200 masterworks, this volume offers readers a detailed look at the 

art of the Joseon period. The catalogue is edited by Hyunsoo Woo, the 

Maxine and Howard Lewis Associate Curator of Korean Art, Philadelphia 

Museum of Art, and includes essays by Insoo Cho, Hongkyung Kim, 

Woollim Kim, So-hyun Kwon, Dongsoo Moon, Unsok Song, and Hyunsoo 

Woo and a chronology by Rose E. Lee.  

 
Credit 

This exhibition is organized by the National Museum of Korea, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Los 

Angeles County Museum of Art, and the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.  

 

This exhibition is made possible by the National Endowment for the Humanities, the E. Rhodes and Leona B. 

Carpenter Foundation, the Korea Foundation, and The Boeing Company.  

 

Transportation assistance was provided by Korean Air. Media support is provided by The Korea Times-

Hankook Ilbo. 

       

 
 
 
Image Caption: 

Sun, Moon, and Five Peaks (19th–early 20th century), six-fold screen; colors on silk,  each 

panel: 59 1/4 × 21 3/4 in. (six panels), overall 773⁄16 × 1435⁄8 inches, National 

Palace Museum of Korea, Seoul 

 
About LACMA 

Since its inception in 1965, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) has been devoted 

to collecting works of art that span both history and geography, in addition to representing Los 

Angeles's uniquely diverse population. Today LACMA is the largest art museum in the western 
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United States, with a collection that includes over 120,000 objects dating from antiquity to the 

present, encompassing the geographic world and nearly the entire history of art. Among the 

museum’s strengths are its holdings of Asian art, Latin American art, ranging from pre-Columbian 

masterpieces to works by leading modern and contemporary artists; and Islamic art, of which 

LACMA hosts one of the most significant collections in the world. A museum of international 

stature as well as a vital part of Southern California, LACMA shares its vast collections through 

exhibitions, public programs, and research facilities that attract over a million visitors annually, in 

addition to serving millions through digital initiatives, such as online collections, scholarly 

catalogues, and interactive engagement at lacma.org. Situated in Hancock Park on over 20 acres 

in the heart of Los Angeles, LACMA is located between the ocean and downtown. 

 

Location: 5905 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA, 90036. lacma.org 

 

Press Contact: press@lacma.org, 323-857-6522 

 
Connect with LACMA 
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