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FalseFront is pleased to present DarkRoom, a solo work of photography and installation from 
Cintamani.  
 
"There is a Roman term, genius loci, which means something like 'spirit of place'. Even an empty 
house holds signs of life beyond the present moment: stains, dents, smells, faces in the wood-grain, 
storms in marble, changed locks, builders' pencil marks and so on. Discovering signs of genius loci 
makes the world a more interesting and cherishable place for me. It also makes me wonder whether 
a sense of me lives on in a room I'll never return to, and whether my spirit helps make a place 
special for someone else." 
 
(Excerpt from Spirits by Amanda Maxwell) 
 
DarkRoom is about finding vacant places in the Pacific Northwest that hold a sense of genius loci. 
Capturing abandoned houses, dilapidated barns, ghost towns and echoing hills, the aim is to find the 
spirit of these places and preserve what makes them special. The photographs will be printed and 
manipulated by hand in the darkroom, channeling the ghosts of each place, using old techniques 
and print processes that naturally create imperfections, as if they have a spirit of their own. 
 
The final images will be exhibited as an interactive photographic installation in pitch black and 
viewers will be given hand-held lights to find the pieces in the dark. This allows viewers to 
experience the work without any external stimuli, providing a focus on what they are seeing, which 
changes and challenges the way we normally view things; especially art. This also heightens the 
senses, encouraging us to connect with our environment's genius loci and any sense of our selves 
remaining in that space. 
 
 
Cintamani lives and works in Portland, Oregon and graduated from London Guildhall University with 
a BA Film & Fine Art Photography. She has exhibited in The Foundry in London, England, as well as 
Gloss Gallery, Redux Annex, and Black Book in Portland, Oregon. 
 
 
 
 



 
FalseFront is an alternative art space, positioned off in Portland, Oregon and is supported in part 
by the Precipice Fund administered by the Portland Institute for Contemporary Art (PICA) with 
lead support from the Calligram Foundation and the Regional Regranting Program of the Andy 
Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
      For high-resolution images and/or any further information, please contact the space at info@falsefrontstudio.com. 


