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Four Figures is a conversation between four very different bodies of drawings with 
compelling resonances. The show takes its title from Nancy Grossmanʼs large drawing 
in which a woman and two satyrs preen and pose while a fourth figure sprawls on its 
back, its legs akimbo. This sets off sympathetic vibrations with Benjamin Weissmanʼs 
intimate narrative works in which men and women veer between hilarity and 
melancholy, drawn with a responsive line that equally partakes of the delicate and the 
coarse. Intimacy, narrative, delicacy and rawness are touchstones of Mira Schorʼs 
mask-books from the 1970s, faces whose pages are covered with scrawled dreams, 
diagrams, powdered pigment and gold. The abstraction inherent in the concise forms of 
Schorʼs masks and the whiplash lines with which Grossman draws her figures find a 
fellow traveler in the mandalas of Dean Smith, in which kinetic marks form swirling, 
hypnotic patterns.  
 
NANCY GROSSMAN 
Nancy Grossman (b. 1940) is from New York City and graduated from Pratt Institute in 
1962.  Grossmanʼs artwork includes sculptures, collages, constructions, drawings and 
paintings. Her skillful draftsmanship depicts the human condition and expresses the 
artistʼs personal sense of alienation. Bound and restrained men represent emblems of 
physical strength who become powerless individuals in a repressed society. 
 
MIRA SCHOR 
Mira Schor (b. 1950) is a New York-based artist and writer and received her MFA in 
painting from California Institute of the Arts in 1973. Her work balances political and 
theoretical concerns with formalist and material passions. The outcome of Schorʼs work 
is based upon the experiential and calls attention to the place of painting in 
contemporary culture. 
 
DEAN SMITH 
Dean Smith (b. 1961) is from Berkeley, California and graduated from the University of 
California, Berkeley. Exploring dichotomies such as geometry/biology, micro/macro, 
expansion/contraction, concrete/speculative, Smithʼs work addresses the boundaries 
between object, event and symbol.  
 
BENJAMIN WEISSMAN 
Benjamin Weissman (b. 1958) is a Los Angeles-based writer, visual artist, and teacher. 
He graduated from California Institute of Arts and has written extensively about art, 
books, music, skiing, and pornography for a variety of institutions and publications. 
Weissmanʼs work illustrates the gamut of his writing with much humor and parody. 
These vignettes portray the absurd and his uncanny approach to the imaginative. 	  


