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Gasworks presents Some Are Smarter than Others, the first major UK solo exhibition by London-
based, Filipino artist Pio Abad.   
 
The exhibition looks at the cultural legacy of former Filipino dictators Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos: 
from the post-colonial mythology they promoted in public to the extravagant collections they 
surreptitiously amassed during their years in power.  
 
Abad employs strategies of appropriation to reveal the social and political implications of objects 
usually consigned to the sidelines of history. Using inexpensive reproduction techniques that contrast 
with the opulent origins of the objects he replicates, his recent work has drawn attention to the role that 
certain artefacts have played or been made to perform in the recent history of the Philippines.  
 
Some are Smarter than Others comprises newly commissioned sculpture, photographs and printed 
textiles that reference fine and decorative art objects owned or commissioned by the Marcoses during 
their rule, such as photographs of prized Georgian silverware appropriated from a 1991 Christie’s 
auction catalogue or cheap, bamboo-framed canvas prints of under-par paintings from the Italian 
Renaissance period. Depicting the paternal and maternal figureheads of the Marcoses ‘new society’, 
an imposing, up-scaled replica of an original statuette depicts the primordial Filipino couple Malakas 
(the strong one) and Maganda (the beautiful one), icons that Ferdinand and Imelda often and 
immodestly used to represent themselves. Bringing together these artworks-cum-artefacts, Abad 
reveals the inconsistency of their ideologies and the irony of the Baroque fantasy they sought to 
cultivate: an irony driven home further by a large, red flag adorned with a Soviet-style hammer and 
sickle, in which the hammer representing the workers has been replaced by an auction gavel.  
 
A text written by the artist further places the Marcoses lavish lifestyle and subsequent exile in context, 
charting the repercussions that their narcissistic approach to government had for the post-authoritarian 
era attempts at agricultural reform. Recounting the ups and downs of this period in an appropriately 
sensationalist fashion, Abad reveals how their extravagant taste served to legitimate their celebrity and 
how the creole iconography that they promoted in public murals and reliefs throughout Manila – a wild 
combination of traditional Filipino folklore, Hollywood archetypes and classical European cultural 
heritage – helped them appear anti-communist enough for the West to tolerate their version of 
democratic authoritarianism for two decades.  
 
Drawing these and other associations between the various tropes of civilisation championed by the 
Marcoses – silverware, Old masters, statues and flags – Abad identifies how their civility was carefully 
choreographed and performed in ways that overshadowed many less triumphant histories and facts, 
from amusing anecdotes to far graver social ills. 
 
 
Image: A Regency silver-gilt centrepiece bowl by Paul Storr, sold by Christie's on behalf of the Republic of the Philippines (taken from 
Christie's 'Magnificent Silver' auction catalogue, 10 January 1991) 

  

 



 
 
Some are Smarter than Others is the fifth and final exhibition of The Civilising Process, a year-long 
programme of exhibitions and events at Gasworks inspired by German sociologist Norbert Elias’s 
eponymous 1939 book, which looks at the development of the tastes, manners and sensibilities of 
Western Europeans since the Middle Ages. Since October 2013 Gasworks has been working with 
invited artists to tackle a wide range of issues raised by this book in an attempt to understand their 
relevance for contemporary debates and practices. 
 
 
Notes to Editors 
  
·     Pio Abad (b. 1983, Manila, Philippines) lives and works in London. Recent solo exhibitions include: 
Every Tool is a Weapon if You Hold it Right, Silverlens Gallery, Manila (2013) and For Anti-Imperialist 
Solidarity, Peace and Friendship, Zabludowicz Collection, London (2013). His group exhibitions 
include: Pre-pop to Post-human: Collage in the Digital Age, A Hayward Touring Exhibition (2014); 
Market Forces: The Friction of Opposites, Osage Gallery, Hong Kong (2013); A Conspiracy of Detail, 
Mackintosh Museum, Glasgow (2013); Glasgow International 2012 and London Open, Whitechapel 
Gallery, London (2012). 
 
·     The title of the exhibition is taken from a 1991 book of the same name by Ricardo Manapat, which 
exposes the details of the Marcos’ ill-gotten wealth. 
 
·      The exhibition is generously supported by Mercedes Zobel, and with thanks to Silverlens Gallery 
 
·     Some are Smarter than Others is presented in partnership with Abad’s solo exhibition The 
Collection of Jane Ryan and William Saunders at the Jorge B. Vargas Museum, Manila, which runs 
from 28 August to 30 September 2014. 
 
·     Gasworks is a contemporary art organisation in South London with a strong reputation for 
discovering new local and international talent. With an ambitious programme of artists' residencies, 
exhibitions, events and outreach projects, Gasworks supports the research and production of new work 
by emerging and innovative artists. In 2013, Gasworks began a £2 million capital campaign to 
purchase and renovate its current building in order to secure the organisation’s future. Designs by 
award winning architects HAT Projects incorporate a redesign of the gallery space, a larger community 
participation space, new artists’ studios and initiatives to make the building greener. Work on the new 
building is due to start at the beginning of 2015, the new space reopening later in 2015. 
 
·      Gasworks is part of Triangle Network, an international network of artists and grass-roots art 
organisations with over 30 partners worldwide, that exists to promote dialogue, exchange of ideas and 
innovation within the contemporary visual arts. Celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2012, Triangle has 
worked with over 4,200 artists and developed projects in more than 60 countries in Africa, the Middle 
East, Asia, Europe, Latin America and Australia. 
 
 
Visitor information 
 
Free admission. Opening times: Wed–Sun, 12–6pm or by appointment. 
info@gasworks.org.uk / http://gasworks.org.uk / 020 7587 5202 
Gasworks, 155 Vauxhall Street, London. SE11 5RH. 
Nearest tube: Oval (Northern line) / Vauxhall (Victoria line) 
 
Media information 
  
For further information, images, interview requests and other press enquiries, please 
contact: Holly Jennison, Communications Coordinator on 020 7587 5202 or 
email holly@gasworks.org.uk. 
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