
HOME y SEW 9, 1994. Functional, surgical first-aid kit (micro-electronic distress beacon on FM band, ACE bandage, saline, narcotic, angiocatheter, 

epinephrine) within a GLOCK-17 9mm handgun 5 7/16 x 7 5/16 x 1 3/16 inches (each of 2 parts). Courtesy the artist. 
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MAJOR RETROSPECTIVE OF CONCEPTUAL ARTIST MEL CHIN 

On view September 5–December 20, 2014 

 

July 9, 2014 (St. Louis, MO) – The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) presents Mel Chin: 

Rematch, the most expansive presentation of conceptual artist Mel Chin’s work to date. On view September 

5–December 20, 2014, the exhibition features approximately fifty works from the past forty years—including 

sculpture, video, drawing, painting, and rarely seen documentation of Chin’s public land art and 

performance works. Rematch provides an overview of Chin’s complex and diverse body of work, stressing 

the collaborative nature of many of the artist’s endeavors and exploring his engagement with social justice 

and community partnerships. 

 

Encompassing a wide variety of media, Chin’s work evades easy classification and often includes multi-

disciplinary and cross-cultural teamwork. Chin frequently inserts art into unlikely places, including destroyed 

homes, toxic landfills, and even popular television shows, investigating how art can provoke greater social 

awareness and responsibility. Chin has also produced a body of sculpture and drawings steeped in the 

legacy of Dada and Surrealism. Rematch highlights the thematic strands that run throughout Chin’s broad 

range of subject matter, materials, and formal approaches.  

 

In addition to large-scale installations like The Funk and Wag from A to Z (2012)—a surrealist large-scale 

arrangement of collages culled from the Funk and Wagnalls encyclopedia—the exhibition includes 

examples of Chin’s intersections into the realm of popular culture and politics, including In the Name of the 

Place: GALA Committee (1995–97), for which Chin collaborated with the TV series Melrose Place to place 

socially engaged content into the show’s sets and props. Documentation of major land-based projects like 

The Earthworks: See/Saw (1976) will be on view, as well as ecological, science-based projects like Revival 

Field (begun in 1990), which played a seminal role in promoting the field of phytoremediation, or the use of 

plants in treating toxic soil.  

-more- 



 

Rematch also features Chin’s recent venture, Operation Paydirt, and the accompanying Fundred Dollar Bill 

Project, begun in 2006 in New Orleans. These nationwide interdisciplinary projects generate thousands of 

children’s drawings in an effort to garner funding and support for the development of an effective national 

method of remediating lead-contaminated soil. They have led to collaboration with the Environmental 

Protection Agency and a major grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to 

scientists who are testing soil remediation methods in New Orleans.  

 

This summer and fall, CAM will participate in Operation Paydirt by partnering with local organizations to 

host a variety of related programs, including workshops on gardening, lead contamination, and soil 

remediation; discussions on socially engaged art practices; and Fundred Dollar Bill drawing workshops. 

CAM is also collaborating with the local Sunflower+ Project: StL team—winners of the 2012 Sustainable 

Land Lab competition—who are working to address issues of land vacancy and soil contamination in St. 

Louis. Sunflower+ Project: StL leaders Don Koster of Washington University and Richard Reilly of the 

Missouri Botanical Garden will plant sunflowers—which remove soil contaminants—in the Museum’s 

courtyard, to bloom this fall. 

 

Mel Chin (b. 1951, Houston, Texas) has had solo exhibitions at the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture 

Garden (1989), Walker Art Center (1990), The Menil Collection (1991), and Station Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Houston (2006). He has received numerous awards and grants from organizations such 

as the National Endowment for the Arts, New York State Council for the Arts, Art Matters, Creative Capital, 

the Penny McCall Foundation, the Pollock/Krasner Foundation, the Joan Mitchell Foundation, the 

Rockefeller Foundation, and the Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation, among others. Chin received a 

Bachelors of Arts from Peabody College in Nashville, Tennessee.  

 

Mel Chin: Rematch is organized by the New Orleans Museum of Art. The exhibition is coordinated at the 

Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis by Lisa Melandri, Executive Director, and is accompanied by a fully 

illustrated catalog. Major support for the exhibition is provided by The Andy Warhol Foundation for the 

Visual Arts, the Creating A Living Legacy Program of the Joan Mitchell Foundation, Suzanne Deal Booth 

and David G. Booth, the Bertuzzi Family Foundation, Susan and Ralph Brennan, and Stephen Reily. 

 

RELATED PROGRAMS 
 

Press & Patron Preview: Fall Exhibitions 

Friday, September 5, 10:00 am 

Join exhibiting artists and CAM curators for an 

exclusive introduction to the exhibitions.  

RSVP to Ida McCall at 314.535.0770 x311 or 

imccall@camstl.org. 

 

Opening Night: Fall Exhibitions 

Friday, September 5 

Member Preview: 6:00 pm 

Public Reception: 7:00–9:00 pm 

 

Artist Talk: Mel Chin 

Saturday, September 6, 11:00 am 

 

ALSO ON VIEW THIS FALL 

 

Mark Flood: Another Painting 
September 5, 2014–January 3, 2015 
 
Project Wall 

Carla Klein 
September 5, 2014–January 3, 2015 
 
 

Street Views 

Kevin Jerome Everson 
October 3–December 3, 2014 
 
Marco Rios: At Loulou’s Door 
December 5, 2014–February 4, 2015 
 
Sunflower+ Project: CAM 
July 16–October 4, 2014 

 

-more- 
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About the Contemporary Art Museum 
The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) presents, supports, and celebrates the art of our time. It 
is the premier museum in St. Louis dedicated to contemporary art. Focused on a dynamic array of 
changing exhibitions, CAM provides a thought-provoking program that reflects and contributes to the 
global cultural landscape. Through the diverse perspectives offered in its exhibitions, public programs, 
and educational initiatives, CAM actively engages a range of audiences to challenge their perceptions. It 
is a site for discovery, a gathering place in which to experience and enjoy contemporary visual culture.  
 

3750 Washington Blvd / St. Louis, MO 63108 / 314.535.4660 / camstl.org  

Facebook: /contemporaryartmuseumstl. Twitter: @ContemporarySTL. Instagram: @camstl 

Hours: 11–6 Wed / 11–9 Thu & Fri / 10–5 Sat   

Free admission compliments of the Gateway Foundation. 
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