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PRESS RELEASE

CURATOR: VINCENT BONIN by alluding to the network of institutions and 

communities of elective affinities that intercepted 

these texts and recycled them. In the second part 

of the project, this narrative of North American 

imports of “French Theory” takes a different tack 

as Bonin highlights the ways in which artists, 

critics, theorists and curators graft affect onto the 

transmission of these discourses and references. 

Collaboration – while not suspending the power 

relations that exist between these aforementioned 

protagonists –, become a means to safeguard the 

SEPTEMBER 25 TO NOVEMBER 22, 2014
OPENING ON SEPTEMBER 25 AT 7 PM
THE GALLERY IS OPEN FROM TUESDAY TO SATURDAY FROM NOON TO 5 PM 

D’UN DISCOURS QUI NE SERAIT PAS DU SEMBLANT / 
ACTORS, NETWORKS, THEORIES

 

EXHIBITION SPACE    •    SCREENING ROOM    •    PUBLICATION

A gap always manifests itself between the 

publication of a text in one language and that 

of its translation, or between the inaugural 

presentation of an artwork in one context and its 

subsequent display. In 

this project, presented 

in two installments, 

the first at the Leonard 

and Bina Ellen  

Gallery of Concordia 

University and the 

second at Dazibao, 

curator Vincent 

Bonin addressed 

this phenomenon of 

deferred reception 

of theories and art. A section of the first part 

focused on the assimilation of writings by French 

philosophers in English-speaking visual arts 

milieus from the late 1970s until today. Bonin 

mapped this trajectory in an indexical manner 

concept of autonomy within the heteronomous field 

of art. The first part consisted in a series of micro-

exhibitions following the sequence of interconnected 

rooms at the Leonard and Bina Ellen gallery. In the 

second installment, Bonin is taking into account 

Dazibao’s open presentation space in order to make 

the connections between the participants’ works and 

statements even more perceptible. 

Vincent Bonin is an author and independent curator. 
Besides his research on conceptual art practices 
of the 1960s and 1970s, Bonin is interested in the 
social meaning of archives, and the refashioning of the 

documentary genre in the field of contemporary art. 

 

© Kevin Rodgers, The Free Dependent (2014)

IN COLLABORATION WITH THE LEONARD AND 
BINA ELLEN GALLERY

SOPHIE BÉLAIR CLÉMENT, BERNADETTE 
CORPORATION, LYN BLUMENTHAL & KATE 
HORSFIELD, GREGG BORDOWITZ, PHILIPPE 
HAMELIN, STEVE LYONS, CHRIS MARKER, 
MY BARBARIAN, JEFF PREISS, R. H. QUAYTMAN, 
KEVIN RODGERS AND JASON SIMON
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Dazibao thanks the artists and the Leonard & Bina Ellen Gallery for their generous collaboration as well as its members for their support. Dazibao receives 
financial support from the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, the Canada Council for the Arts, the Conseil des arts de Montréal and the Ministère 
de la Culture et des Communications.


