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Opening September 13, 2014, at Carnegie Museum of Art’s (CMOA) Heinz Architectural Center, 
Maggie’s Centres: A Blueprint for Cancer Care offers a look into how some of the world’s most influential 
architects, Frank Gehry, Piers Gough, Steven Holl, Rem Koolhaas, and Richard Rogers, have addressed 
the everyday challenges of people undergoing treatment for cancer.  
 
The exhibition, organized by the New York School of Interior Design, and curated for CMOA by Raymund 
Ryan, curator of architecture, showcases the remarkable family of healthcare buildings known as 
Maggie’s Centres. These outstanding works of integrated architectural design are situated across the 
United Kingdom. At Maggie’s Centres, cancer care is facilitated in buildings that are bright and 
unorthodox; that prioritize essential human needs of social gathering and private contemplation; and 
that introduce gardens into the daily lives of patients. 
 
Each Centre signals through its individual design a critical departure from what typical healthcare 
facilities look like, and most importantly, what those buildings feel like. This focused concern for 
vanguard design in union with empathy and the empowerment of patients stems from founder Maggie 
Keswick Jencks’s insistence that patients should not “lose the joy of living in the fear of dying.” 
 
Raised in Scotland and Hong Kong, Maggie Keswick Jencks (1941–1995) was the author of The Chinese 
Garden: History, Art, and Architecture (1978). While being treated for cancer at Western General 
Hospital in Edinburgh, she became acutely aware of the needs of cancer patients. She spotted the 
potential of a stable on the hospital grounds, which was renovated as the first Centre. Maggie’s husband 
Charles Jencks, a leading architectural writer and landscape designer, was a co-founder and remains a 
trustee of Maggie’s Centres. 
 
As healthcare in the United States undergoes unprecedented levels of scrutiny over issues of cost, 
delivery, best practices, and outcomes, Maggie’s Centres: A Blueprint for Cancer Care offers a fascinating 
glimpse into the value of supplementary approaches to medical care. How can a thorough consideration 
of caring for the full patient address the challenges of treating cancer? In contrast to the impersonal 
atmosphere of many healthcare facilities, these unique structures bear the stamp of some of today’s 
most renowned architects, working in close collaboration with contemporary landscape designers. To 
date 16 Centres have been constructed, while a further six are in development. 
 
The exhibition includes models, photographs, original drawings, and videos relating to five of the 
Centres, those designed by teams led by Gehry, Gough, Holl, Koolhaas, and Rogers. The installation also 
includes portraits of Maggie’s Centre alumni by photographer Mary McCartney, daughter of Paul and 
Linda McCartney, together with brief personal accounts of their experiences. Reflecting the innovative 
yet informal spirit of each Centre, the installation at the Heinz Architectural Center is furnished with 
household furniture from UK-based Orla Kiely House, inviting the museum visitor to relax, enjoy, and 
engage with the exhibition. 
 
 
 



Five Maggie’s Centres are explored in the exhibition: 
 
Maggie’s Dundee 
Architect: Frank Gehry 
Landscape design: Arabella Lennox-Boyd 
Nineswells Hospital, Dundee, Scotland 
 
Maggie’s Dundee (2003) is the only permanent building in the United Kingdom designed by Los Angeles 
architect Frank Gehry. An intimate structure atop a Scottish hill, the white, cottage-like building with a 
wavy silver roof is modeled on a traditional Scottish “butt n’ ben” dwelling, a two-roomed home 
comprised of a living and kitchen area, and a bedroom. The curves and folds of the interior timber 
structure envelop visitors, with spaces organized around the central social area of the kitchen table. In a 
video accompanying the exhibition, Gehry recounts how he imagined his friend Maggie Keswick in a 
dream suggesting that he tone down his originally more exuberant design proposal. The completed site 
includes earthwork mounds and a labyrinth designed by landscape designer Arabella Lennox-Boyd as 
well as signature artwork by sculptor Antony Gormley. Gehry, winner of the 1989 Pritzker Prize for 
Architecture, is perhaps best known for his designs for the Guggenheim Bilbao and the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall in Downtown LA. 
 

Maggie’s Gartnavel 
Architect: Rem Koolhaas, OMA 
Landscape design: Lily Jencks 
Gartnavel General Hospital, Glasgow, Scotland 
 
Maggie’s Gartnavel (2011) is nestled among the woodland in the grounds of Gartnavel General Hospital. 
Rem Koolhaas’s design organizes the building around a central courtyard. The striking, single-level 
building is designed as a sequence of interconnected L-shapes that create clearly distinguished areas—
an arrangement that minimizes the need for corridors and hallways and allows the rooms to flow from 
one to another. Lily Jencks, daughter of Maggie and Charles, designed the internal courtyard plantings 
and the wooded areas outside the Centre. Her landscape design provides a buffer zone that clearly 
distinguishes Maggie’s from its surroundings, and includes a zig-zagging woodland path that leads to a 
mirrored art installation, a collaboration with Archie McConnel, which allows for contemplation and 
reflection. Koolhaas, founder of the Office for Metropolitan Architecture (OMA), is arguably the most 
influential architect and theoretician at work today; he won the Pritzker Prize for Architecture in 2000 
and is this year’s director of the International Exhibition of Architecture at the Venice Biennale.  
 

Maggie’s West London 
Architect: Richard Rogers, Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners 
Landscape design: Dan Pearson 
Charing Cross Hospital, London, England 
 
Tucked between a hospital, a parking garage, and a busy road, Maggie’s West London (2008) is the most 
urban Centre built to date. Richard Rogers responded to this challenge with a design that incorporates 
energetic bright orange walls that invite visitors in and provide a protective barrier to the bustle of the 
street. Its roof appears to float over the building, allowing natural light to enter. Interiors are filled with 
bright spaces, encouraging visitors to explore and find their own place within the building. Working on a 



domestic scale allowed the architect to focus on every element, from the partitioned walls down to the 
furniture. These spaces maintain a sense of openness while including private rooms to retreat. The 
entrance garden, along with three internal courtyards, all designed by Dan Pearson, ensure that visitors 
are never more than a step or two away from the natural world. Rogers is perhaps best known for his 
radical design, with Renzo Piano, of the Centre Pompidou in Paris (1971), with its flexible open interior 
spaces and bright-colored exterior. His projects reflect his attention to urban design and sustainability. 
 
 
Maggie’s Nottingham 
Architect: Piers Gough, CZWG Architects 
Landscape architect: Envert Studio 
Nottingham City Hospital, Nottingham, England 
 
The striking exterior of Maggie’s Nottingham (2011)—comprised of four large ovals—is faced in green 
ceramic tiles and held together with steel hoops. Offered any site on the hospital property, architect 
Piers Gough chose to nestle the Centre within the privacy of trees, near the entrance to the hospital’s 
breast cancer and oncology departments. Gough also chose to elevate the building off the hillside to add 
another dimension of privacy and prevent people outside from looking through the windows. Inside, the 
comfortable interiors, with timber floors and pastel blue and green walls, lead visitors past an office and 
library to a domestic kitchen. Upstairs the Centre provides small private rooms and a large meeting 
space. The interiors were designed by Nottingham-born fashion designer Paul Smith. Using images from 
the Chelsea Flower Show, he printed original fabrics to upholster furnishings throughout the building, 
giving the Centre a quirky personality. The London-based Gough is known for his wit and the eclectic 
character of his buildings, often featuring striking color schemes.  
 
 
Maggie’s Barts 
Architect: Steven Holl 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, England 
 
The New York–based architect Steven Holl is currently developing proposals for the grounds of St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital near the historic center of London. Holl’s design is a three-storied, vertically 
designed space, envisioned as a “vessel within a vessel within a vessel.” The structure is a branching 
concrete frame. The inner layer is a perforated bamboo design, and the outer layer is a matte white 
glass with colored glass fragments. The outer layer is organized in horizontal bands, while the concrete 
structure branches like a hand, each finger signifying a line in a musical staff. Visitors to the Centre will 
be greeted with a kitchen table in the central atrium space. An open, curved staircase leads to a public 
roof garden and large areas for group meetings and wellness activities. Throughout the space, the 
interior characteristics will be shaped by colored light washing the floors and walls, changing by the time 
of day and season. Holl is one of the most influential architects of his generation, and recent winner of 
the 2014 Praemium Imperiale International Arts Award in architecture. Light and color, perceptions of 
space, and the way building users move through space are consistent concerns in his work. 
 
Support 
This exhibition is organized by the New York School of Interior Design. General operating support for 
Carnegie Museum of Art is provided by The Heinz Endowments and Allegheny Regional Asset District. 
The programs of the Heinz Architectural Center are made possible by the generosity of the Drue Heinz 

http://www.praemiumimperiale.org/en


Trust. Carnegie Museum of Art receives state arts funding support through a grant from the 
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
Carnegie Museum of Art 
Located at 4400 Forbes Avenue in the Oakland section of Pittsburgh, Carnegie Museum of Art was 
founded by industrialist and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie in 1895. One of the four Carnegie 
Museums of Pittsburgh, it is nationally and internationally recognized for its distinguished collection of 
American and European painting, sculpture, and decorative arts from the 19th century to the present. 
Founded in 1896, the Carnegie International is one of the oldest surveys of contemporary art worldwide. 
The Heinz Architectural Center, part of Carnegie Museum of Art, is dedicated to enhancing understand 
of the built environment through its exhibitions, collections, and public programs. The Hillman 
Photography Initiative serves as an incubator for innovative thinking about the photographic image. For 
more information about Carnegie Museum of Art, call 412.622.3131 or visit our website at 
www.cmoa.org.  
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