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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
  

 
Sherman Sam, Good times, bad times, 2012, Oil on panel, 41.8 x 28 cm 

 
 

Sherman Sam: III (Celebration Day)  
Curated by Tony Godfrey 

Friday, 5 September – Sunday, 21 September 2014 
Exhibition Opening     |     Friday 5 September, 6.30 - 9pm 

 
 
Equator Art Projects is delighted to present a solo exhibition by Sherman Sam.  After a very 
successful presentation of his work at Art Stage Singapore 2014, he returns for his first gallery 
show in Singapore. The exhibition reflects the artist’s continued explorations in abstract painting 
with a selection of his recent works in oil on panel and drawings will be displayed in the Project 
Room. 
 
Although Sam is a highly considered artist and has exhibited extensively internationally, he is 
barely known in his home country and few people have had the opportunity to connect with his 
work in Southeast Asia. His is a unique voice in Singapore: his work is well informed and 
encapsulates major changes in abstract painting in the last fifteen years.  
 
He is known for his informal aesthetics and the intimate scale of his work, which are all easily 
portable and most are no taller than twelve inches. The works are envisioned as ‘human sized 
conversations’, through which the artist connects with the viewer to challenge their perception of 
how one should interact with paintings and drawings. The paintings are primarily executed in oil 
on panel and there is a certain heaviness and tactility to the medium, while the drawings are 
sketched on irregular sized sheets of paper and are shown in archival sheets revealing a sense 
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of rawness and incompleteness to his work. The compositions are built up through overlapping 
geometric forms and thin washes of iridescent colour, hurriedly applied and through which traces 
of previous elements are exposed. There is a playful use of line, each unique in its own way and 
differing in temperament: some are very gentle and fine, others bold and stocky, or are even 
erratic squiggles.  
 
Sherman Sam (b. 1966, Singapore) is an artist and writer based in London and Singapore. He 
received his BFA from San Francisco Art Institute in 1991 and completed his MLitt in History of 
Art at University of Oxford in 1997. Sam has exhibited his paintings and drawings internationally, 
including one-person shows at The Suburban (Chicago), the Rubicon Gallery (Dublin), Lugar do 
Desenho (Porto) and the Centro de Arte (San Joao de Madeira, Portugal), and most recently at 
Some Walls (Oakland, CA). His work has also been included in numerous group shows in Europe 
and America, including M6: Around London (Andratx, Majorca), Sight Mapping (Sweden, 
Scotland, Spain), Plan D, an exhibition which he curated (Portugal, Ireland), Rhyme not Reason 
at the Janet Kurnatowski Gallery (Brooklyn), Paper: A-Z at the Sue Scott Gallery (New York), 
Connected at Feature Inc (New York) and most recently in Do You Believe in Angels? at Equator 
Art Projects (Singapore) and mo_space (Manila). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



!

EQUATOR ART PROJECTS  47 Malan Road #01-21 Gillman Barracks Singapore 109444  info@eqproj.com  www.eqproj.com 
Gallery hours: Tuesday – Saturday: 12pm – 7pm and Sunday: 12pm – 6pm. Closed on Monday & Public Holidays 

!

GALLERY EVENTS 
  
 
Exhibition Opening:   Friday, 5 September 2014   |   6.30 – 9 pm 
 
The artist will be present at the Exhibition Opening and is available for interviews.  
 
 
Artist talk  
 
Sherman Sam will participate in an open discussion with Tony Godfrey. The talk will be held at 
Equator Art Projects on Saturday, 6 September from 4 - 5 pm.  
 
 
 
 
About Equator Art Projects  
 
Equator Art Projects developed out of Langgeng Art Gallery, Magelang and Jakarta, which for 
nine years held exhibitions of the best Indonesian artists. Tony Godfrey, ex-Head of Research 
from Sotheby's Institute and author of several books on contemporary art, has combined with 
Deddy Irianto, founder of Langgeng Art Gallery and the non-profit Langgeng Art Foundation 
Yogyakarta, to make a gallery based in Singapore that will: (a) act as an international showcase 
for Indonesian artists, (b) be a forum for discussion, experimentation and research, (c) show art 
from other countries especially The Philippines, Singapore and England. Our recent exhibitions 
include Indonesian Painting IV (featuring eight artists from the Philippines and Indonesia: Alfredo 
Esquillo Jr., Indieguerillas, Mark Justiniani, Joy Mallari, Arturo Sanchez Jr., Srihadi Soedarsono, 
Uji 'Hahan' Handoko Eko Saputro and Entang Wiharso), Do You Believe in Angels? (presenting 
works by over fifty artists including Ay Tjoe Christine, Heman Chong, Geraldine Javier, Gary-
Ross Pastrana, Bambang "Toko" Witjaksono, MM Yu and Zhao Renhui), Painting in 
Singapore (works by nine artists including Milenko Prvacki, Ian Woo, Jeremy Sharma and Jane 
Lee) and solo projects by Ivan Sagita, Oky Rey Montha, Yuli Prayitno, Sunaryo, J. Ariadhitya 
Pramuhendra, Wiyoga Muhardanto, Maria Jeona Zoleta and Jason Lim. 
 
 
 
 
For further information & press enquiries please contact: 
Charmaine Lim  |  +65 6694 3727  |  charmaine@eqproj.com 
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