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KRISTEN SCHIELE - SPIRIT GIRLS 
 
September 7th - October 12 2014 
Opening reception: Sunday September 7th, 6-8pm 
 
 
Lu Magnus is pleased to present “Spirit Girls,” our first solo exhibition by Brooklyn-based 
artist Kristen Schiele. Through a combination of painting, silkscreen, and installation, 
“Spirit Girls” invites us into an enthusiastic future world where campy, cinematic 
vignettes layer scenes Schiele imagines her small daughter may create and inhabit as a 
teenager. 
 
Humor and naiveté are reflected in the writings, experimental drawings, posters and the 
graffiti of our young girl's future, semi-fictional realm. Layered, non-linear narratives, 
ballpoint pen doodles and frequent bursts of bold neon-colored patterns, infuse the work 
with a graphic novel sensibility. Figurative elements float within Schiele’s pattern heavy, 
lo-fi illustrative, yet playful spatial environments, resulting in a dream-like quality. In 
imagining the interior and material world of Schiele's future girl - her thoughts and 
creative plans, as well as the architecture and institutions that shape her - Schiele seeks 
to capture the inspired vision, freedom and lightness in making art for the joy of it. 
 
The work emerges from her recent collaboration with the poet Abraham Smith on the 
graphic novel "OOT MMMMM," available as a silkscreen edition by Kayrock 
Screenprinting in Brooklyn. 
 
 
Bio: 
 
Kristen Schiele (born 1970) received her BA in Visual Arts from Indiana University and 
has studied at the Universität der Künste Berlin, Germany. Her work has been exhibited 
at the Torrance Art Museum, Corcoran Museum of Art, Portland Institute for 
Contemporary Art, 101 Exhibit in Los Angeles, Bravin Lee Gallery, Freight and Volume 
Gallery, Gallery Poulsen in Copenhagen, PS1 MoMA and The Geffen Contemporary at 
MOCA Book Fair The Soap Factory in Minneapolis. 
 
She was selected for the Provincetown Work Center Residency, AIM 26 Bronx Artist in 
the Marketplace, the Workspace Residency Program of the Lower Manhattan Cultural 
Council, a Chashama Area Award, the Lower East Side Printshop Keyholder Residency, 
Ucross Residency, Fountainhead Residency and the Wassaic Residency. Schiele's work 
has been reviewed in the New York Times, The Brooklyn Rail, The Berliner Morgenpost, 
New York Magazine, and Flash Art, among others. She lives and works in Brooklyn 
where she recently started an artist community with 12 other artists. 
 

 

 


