
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
September 15, 2014 
 
NEW EXHIBITION 
Gunilla Klingberg 
Brand New View (Vancouver) 
Gallery façade and off-site Yaletown-Roundhouse Station, Canada Line 
October 10, 2014 to January 11, 2015 
Press preview: Thursday, October 9, 6-7pm  
Opening reception: Thursday, October 9, 7-10pm 
 
The Contemporary Art Gallery presents the first Canadian solo exhibition of work by Swedish artist Gunilla 
Klingberg comprising of two new interrelated large-scale commissions, presented on the gallery façade 
and at the Yaletown-Roundhouse Station. 
 
Klingberg’s practice is characterized by the intersection of received knowledge, folk beliefs and popular 
culture. The two murals of seemingly quasi-oriental pattern appear to evoke cosmic mandalas, 
transforming the individual spaces and enveloping the viewer in light and colour, shifting patterns and 
reflections. Klingberg’s work surrounds us. We are seduced, immersed within the work rather than just 
looking at it. Her interest in using patterns and movement to manipulate our seeing, to influence our state 
of consciousness and our sensory impressions, has links with Op Art and the psychedelic movement of the 
late sixties, appropriate touchstones in the recent history of the counter culture on the west coast. 
 
On looking more closely we see that the intricate ornamentation of symmetrically repeated symbols, is 
made up of something much more mainstream, corporate logos from Canadian and North American low 
cost stores. Concepts are intertwined; spirituality merges with everyday consumer culture. Klingberg 
suggests that they are analogous, that both seem to promise the same thing: a state in which nothing is 
uncomfortable or threatening, the possibility of total, rapid satisfaction of our needs and desires, 
accessible to everyone. She evokes a spirit of community, or of communality, and poses questions 
regarding what it would be to have something in common.  
 
Gunilla Klingberg lives and works in Stockholm and Berlin. Solo exhibitions include: Malmö Konsthall; 
Galerie Nordenhake Berlin; Rice Gallery, Houston; Eastside Projects, Birmingham; Bonniers Konsthall, 
Stockholm; Zeppelin University, Germany; KIASMA Museum of Contemporary Art, Helsinki. He also has 
participated in several group exhibitions including Dublin City Gallery, The Hugh Lane; Museo Tamayo 
Mexico City; The National Museum of Art, Architecture and Design, Oslo; Arnolfini, Bristol; 10th Istanbul 
Biennial; P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center/MoMA, New York; Venice Biennale; Tate Liverpool; Palais de 
Tokyo, Paris; New Delhi Triennale, India and Migros Museum, Zürich. 
 
Presented by the Contemporary Art Gallery in partnership with the Canada Line Public Art Program – 
IntransitBC. Supported by Iaspis, the Swedish Arts Grants Committee's International Programme for 
Visual Artists. 
 
 
 
 



NOTES TO EDITORS:  
 
1. Public Events: Exhibition Opening & Public Programmes 
Exhibition Opening – Thursday, October 9, 7 to 10pm at the CAG 
Public opening and celebration of the exhibition. Artist in attendance. 
Opening reception sponsor: Kronenbourg 1664 and E & J Gallo Winery Canada 
 
2. Artist talk - Gunilla Klingberg 
Wednesday, October 8, 7pm 
Klingberg will give an overview of her practice including discussion of her new commission at the gallery 
and off-site. 
 
3. SFU Philosophers Café: Art Salons 
In the spirit of social gatherings that provide forums for discussion, SFU Philosophers’ Café will run two art 
salons in collaboration with the Contemporary Art Gallery. The subject for each event will be our current 
exhibitions, each of which has a focus on new work produced for Vancouver. Come and explore the issues 
and ideas that new, contemporary artwork raises in a gallery setting. Each café will start with a guided tour 
of current exhibitions with Director Nigel Prince, followed by a discussion with Shaun Dacey, Curator, 
Learning and Public Programs and special guests. 

Gunilla Klingberg 
Saturday, November 1, 3–5pm 

4. Feedback Series  
This series invites cultural and critical producers to present thoughts and ideas rooted in their own 
interests and practices, and invites audiences to join in the conversations that will explore relevant 
contemporary issues, theories, ideas and culture. 

Feedback Talks:  
Alec Bălășescu  
Tuesday, October 21, 7pm  
Anthropologist Bălășescu specializes in material culture, the body, consumption and cultural aspects of 
economy. He is the author of Paris Chic, Tehran Thrills. Aesthetic Bodies, Political Subjects (ZetaBooks, 
2007) and taught at the National School of Political and Administrative Studies, Bucharest; American 
University in Paris; University of California, Irvine; Royal University for Women, Bahrain and Galatasaray 
University, Istanbul.  
 
Kimberly Phillips  
Tuesday, November 4, 7pm 
Director/Curator at Access Gallery, Phillips holds a doctorate in art history from the University of British 
Columbia, where she focused on the complexity of German collective memory as negotiated through 
ephemeral artistic interventions in the public realm of post-1989 Berlin. She is a sessional instructor at 
Emily Carr University of Art + Design and the University of British Columbia, where she teaches courses on 
the history of visual culture, cultural theory and curatorial practice.  
 
5. FREE Multi-Language Guided Visits – Sunday September 28 (French), Sunday October 5, 
Saturday October 18 (Mandarin), Sunday October 19, Saturday October 25, Sunday October 26 
(Spanish) and Saturday November 8. All tours start at 3pm at the Contemporary Art Gallery; Join 



Nigel Prince, Executive Director, Jill Henderson, Communications Coordinator, Jenifer Papararo, Curator, 
Jaclyn Bruneau, Visitor Services Assistant and Shaun Dacey, Curator of Learning and Public Programs and 
artists and volunteers Lindsay Lachance, Olivia Qiu and Avelina Crespo for a guided visit. Lachance, Qiu 
and Crespo will deliver their tours in French, Mandarin and Spanish respectively. Open to the public, 
guided visits provide a free opportunity to engage with the exhibition and develop new skills for 
interpreting contemporary art. 
 
6. NEW - CAG Family Days - Last Saturday of every month:  September 27 and October 25.  
On the last Saturday of every month, the CAG invites all ages to drop-in for short exhibition tours and free 
art marking activities that respond to current exhibitions. In partnership with ArtStarts on Saturdays. 
ADMISSION is FREE. We acknowledge the generous support of the Hamber Foundation for our Family 
Day program. For more details regarding these and all public programs at the Contemporary Art Gallery 
visit the events page at www.contemporaryartgallery.ca  
 
7. About the Contemporary Art Gallery 
Established in 1971 the Contemporary Art Gallery is the longest standing free public art gallery in 
Vancouver dedicated exclusively to presenting contemporary art. By the early 1990s the programme 
expanded providing some of the first institutional exhibitions for many important Vancouver artists, 
including Brian Jungen, Germaine Koh and Steven Shearer. The Contemporary Art Gallery is a publicly 
funded institution, generously supported by the Canada Council for the Arts, the City of Vancouver and the 
Province of BC through the BC Arts Council and the BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch. We are 
very grateful for this support and that we receive from the Vancouver Foundation and our members, 
donors and volunteers. 

                                                                                              -ENDS- 
 
For high resolution imagery or more information please contact:         
Jill Henderson, Communications Coordinator 
T: 604.681.2700 E: j.henderson@contemporaryartgallery.ca  W: www.contemporaryartgallery.ca 

Contemporary Art Gallery - 555 Nelson Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 6R5  
Hours: Tues – Sun: 12 – 6 pm. FREE ADMISSION 
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