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Pressrelease

A soloshow with works by John Nixon at PS 

PS opens the new gallery season on Sunday, September 14th, with the solo exhibition EPW 
by John Nixon. The Australian artist known as a passionate advocate for the abstract in                         
contemporary art was the first to ever exhibit at PS back in 1999. The current exhibition at PS 
feature a focused selection of recent constructed paintings showing the outcome of the artist’s 
continuing experiments at the edges of painting.

EPW stands for Experimental Painting Workshop, a project John Nixon started in 1990 (but                                
retrospectively including works from 1968 onward). It is not a physical workshop but an intellectual as 
well as a practical visual investigation into non-representational painting.
The radical impetus of the modernist tradition stays an enduring source of inspiration for Nixon; it is the 
premise upon which he has developed his own contemporary approach to abstraction and exhibition 
making. In the course of analyzing the heritage of abstract painting Nixon continues the project of radical 
modernism. Within his EPWs Nixon works on a program of ongoing research about the possibilities of 
painting after Minimalism, Monochrome, Konstructivism, and non-objectivity. 
His simple yet richly diverse geometric paintings show an inventive and resourceful use of ready-made 
objects and basic materials such as cardboard, newspaper, hessian, felt and wood. 
To set up an EPW-cycle Nixon determines a rough framework of rules in which to explore the essential 
formal elements of painting as color, surface, structure, brushstroke, texture, plane and volume and their 
relationship among each other. 
Here the elements focussed on are enamel paint, canvas, wooden boards cut at the sawmill with a 
rough saw blade. Throughout the experimentation process these elements then function as a repository 
to trigger ideas, to trigger compositions in which the relationship between foreground and background, 
horizontality and verticality, proportion and symmetry is examined. In the course of this experimental 
analysis a sequence of images emerges. 
In the four works shown at PS the artist employs the classical element of painted canvas on stretcher 
to then go beyond their rectangular borders. Each work is both the process and result of Nixon’s lively, 
ongoing process of experimentation into the possibilities of abstraction.
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For more information and high resolution images please contact: Jan van der Ploeg (+31 6 47830952) 
or Cindy Moorman (+31 6 27398691). Or via email: info@psprojectspace.nl  

Note to editors

John Nixon (1949) lives and works in Briar Hill, Melbourne. He received his degree in fine arts at the 
National Gallery of Victoria Art School in Melbourne (1970). In 1973 he had his first solo exhibition at the 
Pinacotheca in Melbourne. He received the Clemenger Contemporary Art Award in Melbourne in 1999 
and in 2001 and the Australian Council Fellowship Award.
John Nixon’s work has been represented in renowned museums and collections worldwide for years.
His work is included in all major State Museum collections in Australia.
Nixon was selected to represent Australia at the Documenta 7 in Kassel, Germany. 
He has regular solo exhibitions at Anna Schwartz Gallery, Melbourne; Sarah Cottier Gallery, Sydney; 
Goddard de Fiddes Gallery, Perth; Sue Crockford Gallery, Auckland; Hamish McKay Gallery, Wellington 
and Galerie Mark Muller, Zurich.
During 2014 John Nixon will show his work in solo exhibitions in New York and Amsterdam, and be 
included with a major presence in the exhibition Elementary Painting at Kunstmuseum, St. Gallan, 
Switzerland.

John Nixon, EPW, 14 sep. - 19 oct. 2014, opening 14 sep. 16.00 – 18.00 hrs.

PS projectspace aims to provide a platform for the work of upcoming international artists in an                      
environment that exists between the conventions of an artist-run space and a commercial gallery.               
PS stands for Post Scriptum, Project Space, Public Space or Private Space and wants to add another 
formula to the already existing ways of presenting art. Since January 1999 PS organizes exhibitions.    
PS is open to the public every Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 13.00 to 17.00 hrs.

In upcoming exhibitions PS will show work by Beat Zoderer and Gerold Miller.
See: http://www.psprojectspace.nl/exhibitions_2014.html

http://www.psprojectspace.nl/exhibitions_2012.html

