
 
 

 
 

 

Miami Dade College’s Museum of Art + Design  
Announces Historic 2014-2015 Season 
 
Miami, July 31, 2014 - Miami Dade College’s (MDC) Museum of Art + Design (MOAD) 

announces its historic 2014-2015 season. Housed at MDC’s Freedom Tower, a National 

Historic Landmark, the Museum is set to inaugurate the Cuban Exile Experience and Cuban 

Diaspora Cultural Legacy Gallery. These permanent exhibition galleries will be dedicated to 

showcasing the spirit and accomplishments of the Cuban American community. In addition to 

visual arts, the Museum supports exhibitions and programs that collect, preserve, research and 

interpret stories and artifacts that help build a better community understanding and appreciation 

of the Freedom Tower’s history. 

 

Now in its third year of programming, the Museum, the college’s flagship institution dedicated to 

the exhibition of visual art and design, will present an array of exhibits and programs that 

explore various thematic and cultural frontiers, while also showcasing local artists and 

distinguished alumni. 

 

With a mission to encourage the appreciation and understanding of visual aesthetics through 

direct engagement with original works of art and design, and serve as a catalyst for the 

cultivation of creative dialog and diverse perspectives through the arts, the Museum hosts a 

multitude of programs to engage the public. The new season exemplifies support of the vast 

local artistic community and provides a platform for major exhibitions by world-renowned and 

emerging artists. 

 

 
The Exile Experience: Journey to Freedom 
Cuban Exile Experience 
Freedom Tower at Miami Dade College, First Floor 
September 19, 2014 – Ongoing  
 
The Exile Experience: Journey to Freedom is a pictorial account of the struggles that the Cuban 
exile community has endured since Fidel Castro's rise to power, and the successes they have 
achieved in the United States. Having covered the Cuban exile community and its struggle for 
freedom extensively throughout the years, Miami Dade College and the Miami Herald Media 
Company are proud to present this journalistic chronology, which showcases the spirit and 
accomplishments of the Cuban American community. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Cuba Out of Cuba: Through the lens of Alexis Rodriguez-Duarte in collaboration with 
Tico Torres 
Cuban Diaspora Cultural Legacy Gallery 
Freedom Tower at Miami Dade College, First Floor 
September 19, 2014 – August 30, 2015 
 
The Cuban Diaspora Cultural Legacy Gallery is a permanent space dedicated to the impact of 
Cuban culture on South Florida and throughout the world. The inaugural exhibition Cuba Out of 
Cuba: Through the lens of Alexis Rodriguez-Duarte in collaboration with Tico Torres presents a 
selection of iconic photographs of various writers, performers, composers, designers, and artists 
from the photographer’s Cuba Out of Cuba series. The exhibition will take a unique and 
historical approach in surveying the legacies of individuals who influenced the greater culture of 
their time.   
 
Alexis Rodríguez-Duarte was born in Havana, Cuba. In 1968 he moved with his parents to 
Miami, where he was raised. At the age of ten, he was given his first camera by his grandfather, 
which sparked his interest in photography. Today, he is an internationally renowned 
photographer whose work has appeared in The New Yorker, Vanity Fair, Town & Country, and 
Harper’s Bazaar, among others.  

 
Work/Work 
Miami Dade College Museum of Art + Design (MDC MOAD) 
Main & Skylight Galleries 
September 19 - November 14, 2014 
  
Curated by Katherine Pill, Assistant Curator of Art after 1950, Museum of Fine Art, Saint 
Petersburg, FL; Work/Work is an exhibition of new works by the faculty of Miami Dade College 
and New World School of the Arts. The exhibition includes art from 25 faculty members who 
work in an impressive range of media, including drawing, painting, photography, printmaking, 
sculpture, ceramics, electronic media, installation and video. 
 
 
LEBO Pops Up: Artworks  
Collection Gallery 
September 19 – October 4, 2014 

Presented in partnership with Miami Book Fair International, this pop-up exhibition celebrates 
LEBO’s unique place in the art world, and in Miami. David “LEBO” Le Batard is Miami Book Fair 
International’s official poster artist for 2014 and is widely recognized for working in a wide 
spectrum of creative medium including murals, paintings and sculptures.  LEBO is more than an 
abstract artist and mural painter.  He is a storyteller, a draftsman, and colorist who used the 
iconographic and emblematic power that exist in cartoons to create a graphic language that 
continually evolves.   



 
 

 
 

2014-15 CINTAS Fellowship Finalist Exhibition  
Collection Gallery 
October 10 – November 9, 2014 
 
In partnership with the prestigious CINTAS Foundation, the MDC Museum of Art + Design 
presents the 50th presentation of the CINTAS Foundation Fellowship Competition. The CINTAS 
Fellowship Program encourages creative development in architecture, literature, music 
composition and the visual arts by artists, composers, writers and architects of Cuban descent 
living outside the island of Cuba. The Foundation was established with funds from the estate of 
Oscar B. Cintas (1887-1957), the former Cuban ambassador to the United States, who was also 
a prominent industrialist and patron of the arts. 
 
 
Shen Wei – In Black, White and Gray 
Main & Skylight Galleries 
December 5, 2014 – February 1, 2015 
 
Museum of Art + Design (MOAD) in partnership with MDC Live Arts will present Shen Wei - In 
Black, White and Gray, the artist’s first museum exhibition in the United States dedicated to a 
solo series of paintings in collaboration with site specific performances. This world premiere 
exhibition combines Shen Wei’s award winning choreography with a groundbreaking new series 
of large scale works to be unveiled during Art Basel Miami Beach 2014 at the College’s Historic 
Freedom Tower in Downtown Miami. 
 
Shen Wei’s talent has earned him a MacArthur Foundation Fellowship, a Guggenheim 
Fellowship, Australia’s Helpmann Award, and the World Economic Forum’s Young Global 
Leader Honor.  Most recently, he was honored as Artist of the Year by Audi and GQ and 
Innovator of the Year by the Wall Street Journal.  His site-specific works and performances 
combining the two distinctive platforms have also been exhibited at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York, the Collezione Maramotti Gallery in Reggio Emilia Italy; the Rockbund Museum 
of Art in Shanghai, China; Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in San Francisco CA; North Carolina 
Museum of Art in Raleigh, NC; and Kennedy Center for the Arts in Washington, D.C. 
 
 
Odalis Valdivieso 
Main Gallery 
February 19 – April 26, 2015 
 
The exhibition brings together a selection of works by Odalis Valdivieso as a culmination of a 
month long residency in Berlin, Germany where she applies her artistic position towards 
abstraction in photography and painting; in which they both meet the street, the city, their 
signifiers, and the texture of the work simultaneously. 
 



 
 

 
 

Odalis Valdivieso born in Caracas, Venezuela, lives and works in Miami. Her work has been 
part of New Work Miami 2013 and 2010, Perez Art Museum Miami; Paper Folding, Dimensions 
Variable and Alejandra von Hartz Gallery, Miami; Object Implied, Emerson Dorsch, Miami; 
Practices Remain, Regina Rex, New York; SET, Bridge Red Studios/Project Space, North 
Miami; 5.2011, Cloître Des Billettes, Paris; Urban Interventions, Contemporary Art Museum, 
Rosario; Intrude: Art & Life 366, Zendai Moma, Shanghai; and Talking Heads, Girls Club, Fort 
Lauderdale; to name a few. She has also been part of the community-engaged projects ‘Talking 
Head Transmitters’ and ‘The Nightclub.’ 
 
 
Susan Lee Chun: History of (In) curiosity 
Skylight Gallery: 
February 19 – April 26, 2015 
 

Born in Seoul Korea and now living in Miami, Susan Lee Chun explores themes of mapping 
and excavation of an unknown land through her sculptures and photographs. The figure in the 
photographs represents the curiosity of origin and meaning through the discovery of artifacts. 
These artifacts or ideas deeply buried in the sculptural terrain are extracted portraying a surface 
interest and yearning to find a link to a history of what they mean or meant to a time or people.  

Susan Lee-Chun obtained her BFA from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and MA 
from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She has exhibited & performed widely in the U.S. 
and abroad- Herning Kunstmuseum (Denmark), Vienna Biennale (2006), Pacific Asia Museum 
(LA), The Moore Space, David Castillo Gallery and Museum of Contemporary Art (Miami). Lee-
Chun has also held residencies at the Bemis Center in Omaha, NE and Threewalls in Chicago, 
IL. Her work is found in public collections, including the Perez Art Museum Miami and Museum 
of Contemporary Art, North Miami.  

 
MDC/NWSA Museum Studies Program Exhibition 
Collection Gallery 
April 3- May 3, 2015 
 
 
MDC/NWSA Museum Studies Program Exhibition represents the final production of a yearlong 
Museum Studies course at the Wolfsonian FIU/ Downtown. The course places students in an 
environment that fosters professional development with hands on experience curating art 
exhibitions, museum training and attending lectures delivered by museum and collection 
industry experts. This exhibition is presented in partnership between MDC Museum of Art + 
Design, Mitchell Wolfson Jr. Study Centre, Wolfsonian-FIU, Miami Dade College and New 
World School of the Arts.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

Florencio Gelabert Journeys: A dialog with time 
Main & Skylight Galleries 
May 23 - August 23, 2015 
 
Since his initial works from Cuba in the early 80’s, Florencio Gelabert continues to look for 
ways of expression that go beyond the traditional standards of sculpture, using unconventional 
materials and forms, and deconstructing the actual concept of sculpture.  His efforts have 
focused on the creation of sculptures and installations that incorporate elements extracted from 
nature, utilitarian objects and architectural fragments. This exhibition consists of a new series of 
large-scale sculptures, installations, drawings and sketches exploring topics such as beauty and 
destruction, violence and serenity, through the manipulation of materials and recreation of 
imaginary spaces.  

Florencio Gelabert’s work is included in several public and private collections: Museum of Latin 
American Art (MoLAA), Long Beach, CA; Vin & Sprithistoriska Museet, Stockholm, Sweden; 
Neuberger Museum of Art at Purchase College SUNY, NY; The Goldberg Collection at Nassau 
County Museum, Roslyn Harbor, NY; MOCA, North Miami, FL; The Patricia & Phillip Frost Art 
Museum, FIU, Miami; Bass Museum of Art, Miami Beach; the Santa Fe Museum of Art, New 
Mexico, and the Cisneros Collection in Caracas, Venezuela. 

 
swing/SPACE/Miami  
Alumni Gallery 
September 19 – September 6, 2015 
 
swing/SPACE/miami is MDC Museum of Art + Design’s focused exhibition series featuring the 
work of distinguished Miami Dade College and New World School of the Arts alumni. The 
ongoing exhibition series presents five solo or group exhibitions per year, providing a platform to 
re-engage former alumni and foster opportunities with the community of young and emerging 
artists throughout South Florida. Artists in the second season include Asser Saint-Val, Alma 
Leiva, Sebastian Munoz, Michael Vazquez and Domingo Castillo. 
 
 

 

About MDC Museum of Art + Design 

MDC Museum of Art + Design (MOAD) is Miami Dade College’s flagship institution dedicated to 
the presentation and exhibition of visual art and design, housed at the National Historic Landmark 
Freedom Tower at Miami Dade College in Downtown Miami. The mission of the Museum is to 
promote the appreciation and understanding of art and its role in society through direct 
engagement with original works of art from within the College’s extensive permanent collection 
and temporary exhibitions. Furthermore, the Museum presents year-round lectures, symposiums 



 
 

 
 

and art related events to expose, educate and engage the greater public through related creative 
processes. 

The MDC Museum of Art + Design provides its patrons and visitors access to unique cultural, 
historical and educational exhibitions that enrich the greater community while building and 
preserving an expansive permanent art collection. Miami Dade College has been collecting art 
since the 1960s. Over the years, the collection has grown to contain more than 1,600 works in all 
mediums and genres, specifically within the movements of minimalism, pop art of the ’60s and 
’70s, conceptual art and contemporary Latin American art. The College and Museum actively 
acquire works by emerging and under-recognized artists, as well as major figures in modern, post-
modern and contemporary art.  

About The Cuban Exile Experience & Cultural Legacy Gallery 

The Cuban Exile Experience & Cultural Legacy Gallery is a historical division of the MDC Museum 
of Art + Design.  In addition to visual arts, the Museum supports exhibitions and programs that 
collect, preserve, research and interpret stories and artifacts that help build a better community 
understanding and appreciation of the Freedom Tower’s history.  

For more information about the exhibition at MDC Museum of Art + Design, please contact 
the museum at 305-237-7710 or museum@mdc.edu  
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