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Self-portrait with lagoon, oil on wood, 40 x 50cm, 2014 

 

I cannot paint these summer scenes when I am freezing in my studio in the platteland.  I want to 

paint wintery scenes; it warms up my mood.  I want to take walk at dusk and dawn and feel the 

cold on my skin; I need to paint what I feel.  I will come back to my swimmers in summer. 

 

 

Last year, Clare Menck was the only South African artist included in an international group 

exhibition of female nude self-portraits which went on view in Germany. Two of these 

works were acquired for a German museum collection.  

 

In South Africa, Menck needs no introduction; she has long been appreciated for her 

figurative painterly and colourist skills in her relatively small paintings of figures in nature 

and interiors. Generally autobiographical in content, her paintings are of people that the 
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artist has known closely, and of her experiences accumulated through travel.  With 

Outside In, her latest solo exhibition and first with Erdmann Contemporary, Menck 

introduces a new palette of scenes painted at dusk and dawn – strongly referencing 

change.  The self is turned inward in many of the new self-portraits, presenting a lone, but 

firmly grounded figure with its back to the viewer.  Known for her originality, Menck’s use 

of strong and bold colour is effective in the new paintings and signals a maturity in her 

work.       

 

Outside In is a collection of new work, presented alongside select examples of her earlier 

paintings.   

 

Menck will present an illustrated talk at the gallery on Wednesday 10 September at 6pm.  

The event is hosted by the Friends of the South African National Gallery.  Non-members 

are welcome.   

   

ABOUT ERDMANNCONTEMPORARY 
 

With an established international reputation, Erdmann Contemporary is committed to the 

development of successful and sustainable careers.   To this end it has attracted the 

attention of both local and international collectors, museum directors and curators. The 

gallery’s exhibition schedule over the past 13 years is testimony to its commitment of 

hosting relevant and content rich exhibitions by both local and selected international 

artists.  

 

For interviews or further details on the exhibition, detailed artist biography and/or images 

please contact 021 422 2762 or galleryinfo@mweb.co.za 
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