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SAN JOSE MUSEUM OF ART TO PRESENT A NEW PERSPECTIVE ON WORKS 

BY LEGENDARY AMERICAN PAINTER ROBERT HENRI THIS FALL 
 

Post Portrait, a companion exhibition of contemporary portraiture, will explore the 
practice of portraiture 100 years after Henri 

 
SAN JOSE, California (June 30, 2014)— The San Jose Museum of Art will explore the work of legendary 
American painter, Robert Henri (1865-1929), in the exhibition Robert Henri’s California Portraits: Realism, 
Race, and Region, 1914–1925, on view September 18, 2014, through January 18, 2015.  A leading figure 
of the Ashcan School of American realism, Henri rejected the prevailing, academic style of his time and 
revolutionized the idea of realism in art by creating paintings that depicted everyday life and the 
common man. This exhibition will take a close examination on a small group of paintings Henri made 
from 1914-1925, on loan from public and private collections.  During this pivotal period, Henri made 
several sojourns to Southern California, in which the growing cultural diversity inspired him to capture 
the reality of life in his surroundings. He turned away from his lucrative society portraits to paint 
everyday working people of diverse ethnic backgrounds. His body of work created in California 
contributes to the legacy of figurative painting in California and formed the basis for a distinctly 
American, democratic, and socially conscious brand of realist painting.  
 
In 1914, Henri traveled to Southern California, where he was enchanted by the light, landscape and the 
people he encountered. Fascinated by California’s cultural diversity, Henri was especially drawn to the 
Native American Indians, African-Americans, and newly arrived immigrants from China and Mexico, 
whom comprised a significant portion of California’s working class at the time. Ironically, Henri arrived 
during the era of California’s anti-immigrant exclusionary laws,	brought forth by the influence of the 
Eugenics movement.		Driven by rising concerns about race and democratic representation in California, 
Henri was compelled to represent these working class individuals of various ethnic backgrounds in 
his portraits and believed his art countered	the discriminatory legislation of the time. Highlights in the 
exhibition include Chinese Lady and Tam Gan, which exemplify the Chinese American subjects that 
Henri painted frequently during his travels to San Diego in 1914. Po Tse (Water Eagle), a large 
portrait of a Native American woman, reveals Henri’s fascination with the Southwest and his 
sympathy for its indigenous inhabitants. The Beach Hat features Henri’s wife, Marjorie Organ Henri 
as the subject, and showcases Henri’s propensity for creating portraits without pretense or self- 
consciousness from his sitters.  
 
“The San Jose Museum of Art has long had a commitment to the history of figurative, representational 
painting in the Bay Area and in California, with a focus on mid-20th century art,” said Susan Krane, 
Oshman Executive Director. “This exhibition looks at the important historical and aesthetic precedents 
for the Bay Area’s figurative traditions. At the same time, it aligns with SJMA’s mission to explore 
socially engaged art, progressive movements, and the complex, rich legacy of cultural diversity that has 
come to define the Bay Area.” 
 



As a counterpoint to Robert Henri’s California Portraits, the museum will also present Post Portrait, a 
companion exhibition, on view October 9, 2014, through January 18, 2015.  Post Portrait is a group 
exhibition of contemporary portraiture that explores the aesthetic, psychological, and emotional 
implications of the gaze in photography today.  
 
Robert Henri’s California Portraits: Realism, Race, and Region, 1914-1925 was organized by the Laguna Art 
Museum, California.  
 
 
SAN JOSE MUSEUM OF ART 
The San Jose Museum of Art celebrates new ideas, stimulates creativity, and inspires connection with 
every visit. Welcoming and thought-provoking, the Museum rejects stuffiness and delights visitors with 
its surprising and playful perspective on the art and artists of our time. 
 
The San Jose Museum of Art is located at 110 South Market Street in downtown San Jose, California. 
The museum is open Tuesday through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is $8 for adults, $5 for 
students and senior citizens, and free to members and children under 6. For more information, call 408-
271-6840 or visit www.SanJoseMuseumofArt.org. 
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