
Jason Gringler, Shadows (Second Version), 2013 
Acrylic, collage, smashed mirrored glass, spray enamel, Plexiglas, epoxy and wood, 48 x 42 in.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

New York, New York – RH Contemporary Art, located in Chelsea at 437 W. 16th Street, will present four one-person 
exhibitions of work from international artists Refik Anadol, Jason Gringler, Bas van den Hurk and Gijs van Lith from 
September 19 to December 6, 2014. The exhibitions, which include painting, sculpture and video, are the artists’ first 
solo gallery shows in New York City. An opening reception with the artists will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on Friday, 
September 19.

Refik Anadol 

Working at the forefront of digital art, Refik Anadol is known for projecting dynamic images onto public buildings 
around the world. Exploring the ephemeral nature of space, he creates new spaces with light and morphing surface 
planes. As a result, his work suggests that perhaps all spaces and facades have the potential to be used as artistic 
canvases. His other mediums include live audiovisual performance, immersive installations and architectural 
photography.

Anadol’s exhibition at RH Contemporary Art, entitled Cavity, is inspired by geodes, the hollow rock formations that 
often contain sparkling crystals. By using algorithms and advanced 3-D modeling techniques, Anadol will explore 
different geological realities, both physical and virtual. The exhibition will present three projections on printed 
surfaces and three 3-D-printed sculptures.



2 / 3

Concurrent with his exhibition in New York, Anadol’s projections will be seen at Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los 
Angeles during a performance of the Los Angeles Philharmonic on November 6, 2014. Anadol will project imagery 
onto the walls, ceiling, balcony and the organ to express a visual story through architecture.

Anadol’s work has been seen in exhibitions and projected on public buildings in Brussels, Belgium; Geneva, 
Switzerland; Herford, Germany; Los Angeles; Montreal, Canada; Santa Fe; and Sydney, Australia. Anadol was born in 
Istanbul and currently lives and works in Los Angeles.

Jason Gringler 

Using industrial materials to investigate the history and trajectory of painting, Jason Gringler creates work that 
invokes architectural surroundings, mimicking the industrial windows of his studio environment while also 
referencing the window-like qualities of classical painting. His exhibition at RH Contemporary Art, Dark Windows, 
will include five works made between 2010 and 2013, each with three to four layers of cut, inlaid acrylic glass, 
smashed glass, reflective vinyl, paint and wood.

Rather than rely on a strictly vertical or horizontal orientation for his compositions, Gringler uses the shape of 
an X and a cross, forms borrowed from the stretcher or framing device on which he works. Notes Gringler, “The 
compositions began with a desire to challenge traditional access to paintings. Using reflective materials provides a 
window that is an accessible point of entry into the work. The X contradicts invitation. It is a compositional element 
but also a subject and a background.” As Gringler observes, the reflective materials give the viewer a cinematic 
experience as light shifts and changes.

Gringler’s work has been seen in solo exhibitions in Cologne and Munich, Germany; Madrid, Spain; Milan, Italy, and 
Montreal and Toronto, Canada. He lives and works in New York and Toronto. A documentary on the artist produced 
by RH Contemporary Art can be seen on RH Contemporary Art’s online gallery.

Bas van den Hurk 

Ghosts and Spectres, the title of Bas van den Hurk’s exhibition at RH Contemporary Art, was inspired by Living 
with Ghosts, an essay by the Berlin-based art critic and curator Jan Verwoert. Verwoert’s essay discusses artists’ use 
of appropriation amid the changing political landscape of the Cold War and its aftermath. He argues that, in the 
contemporary moment, appropriated imagery is dynamic, both referring to its original historical moment and taking 
on new meanings in the present.

Van den Hurk’s work in this exhibition speaks to these ideas. His paintings, on glossy or matte fabrics, present the 
viewer with a combination of painterly gestures and fragmented silkscreens, subtly referencing Pop Art, Abstract 
Expressionism and 1970s-era feminism. A number of the works in the exhibition were created by van den Hurk 
during his RH Contemporary Art residency in Brooklyn this year.

In addition to paintings, van den Hurk has collaborated with Dutch fashion designer Sanne Jansen to create clothes, 
which will be displayed in the center of the gallery. These assemblages of construction and fashion, of human 
presence and absence, will offer another perspective on phantoms and apparitions.

Van den Hurk’s work has been seen in solo and group exhibitions in Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Berlin 
and Cologne, Germany; Brussels, Belgium, and London, United Kingdom. He lives and works in Tilburg, the 
Netherlands. 
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Gijs van Lith 

Gijs van Lith savors the process of creation, a focus and priority that is reflected in his heavily process-based works. 
“I think with my hands, and in the process of making I learn and have a better understanding of the themes I’m 
concerned with,” he says. With an intense, intuitive and high-energy manner, van Lith creates many paintings at the 
same time, all in a constant state of revision. The canvases are painted countless times, as he applies layers of paint 
and then sands them down. “Each idea and gesture is applied with the intent of being the final and definitive one. But 
by sanding it again, I leave the painting open. I’m fascinated by the process of things,” he explains. 

Van Lith’s exhibition, entitled Like my first love I can’t get you outta my head, presents eight paintings from his series 
The Mister Miyagi Paintings, made between 2011 and 2014. They reference the lead character from the Karate Kid 
films who invented unusual assignments to help his pupil master the art of karate. One of the tasks was to “needlessly” 
wax, buff and remove wax from a car, a random project that resembled one of the crucial defense techniques used in 
a karate fight. Van Lith recognizes the importance of performing these seemingly useless acts and the intrinsic sense 
of peace or bliss one can attain from them.

In addition to the Miyagi paintings, van Lith will show a monumental work in collaboration with photographer 
Dennis Khalil. Making Rainbows captures the entire creative process of making a painting. Using a stop-motion 
film process, van Lith and Khalil have created a wallpaper of more than 8,000 small images of van Lith working on 
a painting from start to finish. The images, which use all colors of the spectrum, are placed in a modernistic grid 
pattern. 

Most recently, work by van Lith was on view in a solo exhibition at the Stedelijk Museum, in the Netherlands. His 
work has been on view in solo and group exhibitions in Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Beringen, Belgium; Berlin and 
Köln, Germany, and Portland, Oregon. He lives and works in ’s-Hertogenbosch, the Netherlands.

 

About RH Contemporary Art

RH Contemporary Art is dedicated to bringing international artists and their work to a global audience. Its six-floor gallery in New York City’s 

Chelsea art district offers an engaging and provocative program of exhibitions by emerging and established artists across all media, including 

painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, video and installation. A distinctive online gallery, www.rhcontemporaryart.com, highlights a series 

of documentaries introducing artists and their processes. The program also features an art journal written by a roster of acclaimed curators, 

critics and artists. An artist residency located in Brooklyn assists and nurtures artists in the creation of their work. Working with a team of 

international curators, RH Contemporary Art presents new opportunities to view, learn about and acquire works of fine art. Founded in 2013, RH 

Contemporary Art is a division of RH (Restoration Hardware Holdings, Inc., NYSE: RH). 
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