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presents 
 
Greg Smith 
“Breakdown Lane Orrery” 
Exhibition dates: October 28 – December 09, 2014 
 
Fall 2014 Diane Marek Series Visiting Artist 
Artist’s lecture Tuesday October 28, 5:30pm followed by an opening reception, 
Room 356 of the UTC Fine Arts Center 
 
Diane Marek Visiting Artist Series events: October 27 – October 31, 2014  
 
This exhibition and all Diane Marek Series events are open to the public. Admission is 
free. 
 
An orrery is a mechanical model of a planetary system typically centered by a sun. Greg Smith’s 
version of this machine appears for the first time in his “Breakdown Lane”, that parallel strip along 
the highway where risk and the unexpected stumble to invent repair and redeem a road trip to the 
unknown. Smith’s sculptures, drawings, and repurposed objects also serve as props and tools in 
his associated performative video. Rich in analogy and metaphor, Smith’s exhibition detours the 
beaten path to arrive at the intersection of the improbable and the possible. 
 
Untold yards of raw canvas and brightly colored cloth, stitched into complicated layers and 
shapes on an industrial sewing machine, festoon and visually unite piles of rescued objects and 
the ruins of a customized car. Dozens of fabricated “ruff collars”, historically a mark of social 
standing and now a typical feature in the costume of a jester or clown, double as a personal 
horizon line when worn by the protagonist of Smith’s video. In this exhibition, objects once 
symbolic of wealth and leisure are transformed into the extraordinary carnival encampment, the 
grotto of a wanderer on a quest. 
 
Smith approaches his materials with a nod to scientific method through conjecture, research, 
calculation, testing, and analysis. His careful choreography relates to the cinematic stage. Props, 
objects, devices, and machines, are designed and constructed to balance weight and mechanical 
stress and serve their function before they are moved to location for filming. The question “What’s 
at risk?” carries an emphatic weight. 
 
In his video, Smith casts himself as the main and solely human character, the “artifice mechanic”, 
whose ingenuity and engineering juggles the consequence of failure in an attempt to keep the 
show on the road.  The exhibition will also include cameras, built by Smith from untraditional 
materials such as linoleum and sewn canvas, employed to record the video itself and featured 
within it in supporting roles as they simultaneously create video within the video. 
 
While the “Canopy Orrery” slowly rotates in the “Breakdown Lane” of the Main Gallery, a 
screening of videos from previous projects by Greg Smith will occupy Gallery II.  Plan to spend 
time while at the Cress to embark on a journey where reality and fiction, science and magic 
converge. 
 
   
A native of Dekalb, Illinois, Greg Smith holds a BA from Amherst College, a PhD in Physics from 
Harvard University, and an MFA from Hunter College, New York, NY. A 2013 John Simon 
Guggenheim Fellow, Smith was also the recipient of a studio residency from the Manhattan 



Community Arts Fund in 2010, and 2005 grants from the Rema Hort Mann Foundation, the Lower 
Manhattan Cultural Center, and the Hunter College Nancy Ashton Memorial Fund. Recent solo 
exhibitions include “Quality Uncertainty: The Market for Lemons” 2014, Falconer Gallery, Grinnell 
College, Iowa, and “Bearded” 2010, “ners Banners Banners Ban” 2011, and “Breakdown Lane” 
2014, all at Susan Inglett Gallery, New York, NY.  Group exhibitions include “Art on Paper” 2012, 
Weatherspoon Museum, Greensboro, NC; “Dark Fair” 2009, Cologne, Germany; “High Five: 
Emerging Art in America” 2007, CW Network, Burbank, CA; “Cluster” 2006, Participant, NYC, 
curated by Katie Holden; “Hunch & Flail” 2009, Artists Space, NYC, curated by Amy Sillman; and 
“the shoe and the umbrella” 2005, video screening, Museum of Modern Art, NYC. 
 
Gallery hours: Monday – Friday 9:30am – 7:30pm; Saturday & Sunday 1:00pm – 4:00pm. 
The Cress Gallery of Art is located in the lobby of the Fine Arts Center of the University of 
Tennessee at Chattanooga, 752 Vine Street, corner of Vine and Palmetto Streets, 37403. 
 
Visitors to the Cress after 5:00pm on weekdays and during the day on weekends may park 
in any UTC lot not marked as “24 hour reserved”.  
 
Visitors before 5:00pm on weekdays may find metered parking on Vine Street, spaces on 
Palmetto, park in the 5th Street Garage and walk or ride the UTC / Carta campus shuttle, or 
obtain a parking permit from the Facilities Building on Palmetto Street. 
 
For more information about the artist and his work visit www.inglettgallery.com 
 
For more information about the Cress Gallery and the Diane Marek Series visit 
www.cressgallery.org 
and on Facebook. 
Or ruth-grover@utc.edu 
Voice and text 423-304-9789 
 
(if links fail to open, please copy and paste them into your browser!) 
 
 
  
 
	  
	  


