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"Everything happened just as it should have; at night, 

unofficially, only that then – in the sunshine – they blackened 

out there on that sandbar, and burst open. One could see they were 

full of worms and they continued to stink, and the smells that  

crawled back into the city, hot and heavy, were named 'Zephir'". 

 

This passage appears in a short story in the exhibition catalogue. 

Its author, the Romanian Alexandru Monciu-Sudinski, describes how 

five great whales cause a medieval city – simultaneously plagued 

by German swastika-bearers – to tremble with fear. 

 

Both the subject matter and the color palette of Man's work are 

thus established. His paintings are dominated by the darkness of 

black, gray, and green tones, which the viewer's eye must become 

accustomed. Only when this adjustment is complete do the images' 

contents and contours gradually become visible. Man's paintings 

serve as a threshold, a transition to pass through. The room that 

opens as one contemplates the images leads to a world of mythical 

figures and of "hybrids" on the way from man to animal or from 

animal to human. 

 

A recurring motif in Man's work is decapitation: A seated figure 

whose head is not in the picture is holding a head on her knees. 

The figure and the head in these paintings possess both male and 

female traits. The event allows for interpretations that range 

from Judith and Holofernes to Salome. The figure selection 

oscillates between the poles of asceticism and excess, between 

holy hermits such as Anthony the Hermit, on the one hand, and 

lusty sadomasochists and lotophages on the other; the latter 

addicted to the pleasure of the apathy-inducing honey-sweet lotus 

fruit. The creatures who inhabit Man's paintings are guided by the 

basest instincts or the highest spiritual pursuits. The darkness 

that envelops them allows for all stages of transition from one 

internal state to another. 

 

Victor Man received the Deutsche Bank's award for Artist of the 

Year in 2014. The exhibition was on view from March 21 to June 22 

in the Deutsche Bank Kunsthalle in Berlin, and is curated by 

Friedhelm Hütte. 
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The catalogue "Victor Man, Szindbád", was edited by Deutsche Bank 

AG; with contributions by Stefan Krause, Friedhelm Hütte, Bogdan 

Ghiu, Alessandro Rabottini, and Alexandru Monciu-Sudinski, ISBN 

978-3-7757-3807-1, 39.80 €. 

 

 

 

 


