
POTSDAMER STRASSE 
D- 1 0 7 8 5 
T E L 
F AX 

 

96 
BERLIN 

+493020613870 
+4930206138720 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

BERLIN, 11/09/2014 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Traitor and Tradition 
Mit Jai Inn (Thailand), Sopheap Pich (Cambodia), Pinaree Sanpitak (Thailand) and Svay Sareth (Cambodia) 
 
Curated by Erin Gleeson 
 
20 September – 18 October 2014 
Opening: Friday, 19 September, 6 - 9 pm 
 
Contemporary art practice and writing in and from Southeast Asia tends overwhelmingly to mobilize ideas 
around tradition in relation to pre-modern histories, post-colonial narratives, identity politics, and nation 
building. The group exhibition Traitor and Tradition brings together four leading artists living and working in 
different cities in Thailand and Cambodia whose practices and works exist outside of these expected 
regional frameworks: Mit Jai Inn (Chiang Mai), Pinaree Sanpitak (Bangkok), Sopheap Pich (Phnom Penh), 
and Svay Sareth (Siem Reap).  
 
The terms traitor and tradition share etymological roots in Latin, referring to a handing over, a passing on, a 
delivering or surrendering of something. 1   While traitor is rooted in disloyalty, a rupture, a subversive 
changing of sides, tradition’s loyalty is toward unchanging, a continuity of a past. Around the time of her 1971 
essay Changing, curator and critic Lucy Lippard poetically imagined that artists from the Americas to Europe 
to Asia might have intuitively sensed a synergy between the seemingly antithetical terms traitor and tradition 
as it applied to their practices. In that period of massive social and political unrest, her title referred to both 
“the world” and a shift in how artists were responding to it. A disloyalty to established formal traditions 
became important, provoking sensual and contextual approaches to material as a conscious attitude that did 
not ‘perform’ an explicit politics.   
 
Today, as waves of political protest across Thailand and Cambodia unsettle the everyday, the loyalties 
expressed in Traitor and Tradition remain with the artists’ practices themselves. While each artist embraces 
numerous media and varying aspects of participation, their primary dedication is to a materiality that refuses 
representation, definition, or stability. Rather, their processes invoke metamorphosis. Individually and in 
relation to one another, the resulting works infer a tactile cadence of coming into being, giving a sense that 
the artists’ individual traditions confirm something chosen, rather than imposed.  
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1 An observation made by Lippard which was the starting point of this exhibition. 
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