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Sandra Vásquez de la Horra  
”Una Isla en el Cielo”  

17 November 2014 to 31 January 2015  
Opening 15 November at 7 p.m. with the artist attending  

Opening hours:  
Monday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

 
 

Sandra Vásquez de la Horra, who was born in Viña del Mar in 1967, is a Chilean artist who 
mainly draws. She works in both coloured and graphite pencil, often on utility papers that 
seduce viewers into strange, fantastic worlds. Characteristic for the artist is that her works, 
after being finished, are covered with a liquid wax layer. The drawings thus looking like 
objects have a parchment-like quality and seem strangely removed, reinforcing the surreal, 
partially grotesque content of the images.  
 
As a child, Sandra Vásquez came into contact both with the culture of her homeland and 
the European culture of Spain and Italy. The oeuvre of the artist, who experienced 
Pinochet's dictatorship as a child and young woman, is marked strongly by personal 
experience and recollections. At the same time, sources from the history of film, art and 
literature also flow into her works. Thus, for instance, she is enthusiastic about Latin 
America folk art and literature.  
 
In particular the novel El viaje de los siete demonios by the Argentinian writer Manuel Mujica 
Láinez - in which the author engages with the seven deadly sins and their representation in 
the form of demons - has fascinated the artist and decisively influenced her recent work. 
Thus, the demon, Leviathan, who stands here for envy, crops up several times in her 
drawings as an "atypical devil", as the artist herself says. Vásquez’ entire oeuvre is indeed 
inhabited by a certain pathos, a very emotional and theatrical form of artistic articulation.  
 
Dreams, too, and their processing occupy a special place in the artist's work. She constantly 
looks at what is nearby but nevertheless forgotten, allowing dreams and reality to merge 
with each other. Her drawings are permeated by corporeality, focusing on intimate 
experience and tending toward the phantasmagoric and often disturbing. Dreams and 
trauma lie close to one another, entering into a closely meshed alliance.  
 
Apart from the sheets of drawings, for the first time, new, three-dimensional paper works 
by the artist are on show. Vásquez calls these “little houses” made of drawings dipped into 
the wax that is typical for her, "dream spaces" and "stages" on which everyday scenes or 
landscapes are restaged. The artist illuminates the complex interrelations among 
humankind, nature and universe, and also the various stages of life and the life-cycle.  
 
 
 
 
 



K E W E N I G 
 

 
 

Brüderstr. 10      D-10178 Berlin      T. 0049.30.3988 0380      gallery@kewenig.com     www.kewenig.com 

 
Sandra Vásquez de la Horra lives in Berlin. After studying visual communication from 1989 
to 1994 at the University for Graphic Design in Viña del Mar, she continued her studies at 
the Düsseldorf Art Academy. From 1995 to 1996 she studied with Jannis Kounellis and from 
1996 to 2001 with Rosemarie Trockel. Subsequently she took part in a postgraduate 
program at the Institute for Media Art in Cologne until 2003.  
 
Vásquez’ works are represented in numerous international collections, including the Centre 
Pompidou in Paris, the Museum Kunstpalast in Düsseldorf, the art collections of ING and 
UBS as well as the Collection Guerlain. The Contemporary Art Foundation supported by 
Daniel and Florence Guerlain awarded the artist the 2009 Prix Guerlain. Outstanding 
institutional solo exhibitions by the artist have been shown by the Bonnefantenmuseum 
Maastricht (2010) and the Museé d'Art Moderne de Saint Étienne Métropole (2011), 
among others. Important group exhibitions have taken place at the MAVI Museo de Artes 
Visuales, Santiago de Chile (2003), the Palazzo Riso in Palermo (2009) and the Maison 
Rouge Fondation Antoine de Galbert in Paris (2011). In 2012 the artist took part in the São 
Paulo Biennale.  

 


