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This Autumn The Photographers’ Gallery presents Analemma: Fashion 
Photography 1992 - 2012. This is the first London exhibition from Viviane Sassen 
(b. 1972, Netherlands), one of the leading figures working between contemporary 
art and fashion photography today. 
 
This exhibition features approximately 350 images presented in the form of an 
immersive installation. It includes award-winning campaigns for Stella McCartney, 
Adidas, Carven, Bergdorf Goodman, Miu Miu, and M Missoni, along with 
acclaimed editorial spreads for magazines such as, i-D, Purple, AnOther Magazine, 
Dazed & Confused and POP. 
 
Known for her experimental approach to image-making, Sassen has conceived a 
multi-media presentation involving two individual video feeds of scrolling images 
incorporating mirrors and projections which shift across the space. A short stop-
motion film depicting one of her shoots will also be on display, accompanied by a 
soundtrack from Scottish band, Board of Canada. Through this dynamic display, 
Sassen aims to disorientate the viewer’s gaze and in turn disrupt their 
preconceptions about what a fashion photograph is. 
 
The title, Analemma refers to an astronomical term describing an eight-shaped 
curve, which maps the position of the sun in relation to time. Within the context of 
this exhibition, Analemma stands as a symbol of the constant seasonal flow of 
fashion, as well as echoing one of Sassen’s signature aesthetics: arched bodies 
placed against the light of the sun. 
 
Viviane Sassen trained in fashion design and briefly worked as a model before 
turning to photography. Her visual vocabulary is informed by her upbringing in 
Kenya, which Sassen associates with vivid colours and strong contrasts of light and 
shade. She favours location shooting or brings elements of the natural world into 
the studio. Other influences are the ‘snapshot’ aesthetic and ‘grittiness’ 
championed by independent magazines such as Dazed & Confused and Purple. 
These publications first provided Sassen with the platform and freedom needed for 
her photographic explorations.  
 
Sassen’s work is characterised by her subversion of the prevailing codes and 
conventions, which dominate the worlds of fashion and advertising. Eschewing 
well-worn concepts of glamour and celebrity, Sassen presents an alternative vision, 
driven by bold colours, abstract shapes, volumes and lines. Sassen’s models, 
although at the centre of her frames, seem secondary to their settings: figures 
obscured by light and shadow, transformed into graphic forms and intertwined 
with props and garments to create sculptural compositions.  
 
Sassen works instinctively and spontaneously. Her sets function as a creative 
playground with stylists, art directors, models and make-up artists collaborating in 
the process. The resulting images capture the energy and performative nature of 
her method, presenting audiences with images that transcend the boundaries of 
fashion photography. 

VIVIANE SASSEN  
ANALEMMA: FASHION PHOTOGRAPHY 1992 - 2012 
31 OCTOBER 2014 - 18 JANUARY 2015 



 

 

Contd. 
Page 2 of 2 

Notes for Editors 
 
Viviane Sassen 
Viviane Sassen (b.1972, Netherlands) studied fashion design followed by photography at 
Hogeschool voor Kunsten Utrecht and fine art at Ateliers Arnhem. Sassen partly grew up in East 
Africa and has been taking photographs on the continent since her first return visit in 2002. A 
retrospective of 17 years of Sassen’s fashion work, In and Out of Fashion, took place at Huis 
Marseille Museum for Photography (Amsterdam) and was accompanied by a book published by 
Prestel (Munich). The exhibition travelled to Arles (France), the National Portrait Gallery 
(Scotland), SCAD museum (Savannah, US), Fotografie Forum Frankfurt (Germany) and 
Fotomuseum Winterthur (Switzerland). Other selected solo exhibitions have taken place at Forma 
(Milan, 2009), Foam (Amsterdam, 2008) and the Nederlands Foto Museum (Rotterdam, 2014), 
where she showed her latest project UMBRA. Sassen was one of six artists selected for the annual 
New Photography exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art, New York, in 2011. Recent group 
exhibitions include No Fashion, Please! Photography between Gender and Lifestyle at the 
(Vienna, 2011); Figure and Ground: Dynamic Landscape at the Museum of Contemporary 
Canadian Art as part of the Contact Photography Festival (Toronto, 2011); and Il Palazzo 
Enciclopedico, at the Biennale di Venezia (2013). Her work is in the collections of the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art; Museum of Modern Art, New York; Maison Européenne de la 
Photographie, Paris; Fotomuseum Winterthur, Switzerland; Musée Galliera and the Centre 
National des Art Plastiques, Paris. In 2007 Sassen received the first prize of the Prix de Rome, and 
in 2011 she won the International Center of Photography Infinity Award for 
Applied/Fashion/Advertising Photography. www.vivianesassen.com 
 
 
The Photographers’ Gallery 
The Photographers’ Gallery opened in 1971 in Great Newport Street, London, as the UK’s first 
independent gallery devoted to photography. It was the first public gallery in the UK to exhibit 
many key names in international photography, including Juergen Teller, Robert Capa, Sebastião 
Salgado and Andreas Gursky. The Gallery has also been instrumental in establishing 
contemporary British photographers, including Martin Parr and Corinne Day. In 2009, the 
Gallery moved to 16 - 18 Ramillies Street in Soho, the first stage in its plan to create a 21st century 
home for photography. Following an eighteen month long redevelopment project, it reopened to 
the public in 2012. The success of The Photographers’ Gallery over the past four decades has 
helped to establish photography as a recognised art form, introducing new audiences to 
photography and championing its place at the heart of visual culture.  
www.thephotographersgallery.org.uk 
 
The ICA will present a solo exhibition of recent work by Viviane Sassen entitled Pikin Slee, 3 
February - 12 April 2015. The exhibition will also travel to CentrePasquArt, Switzerland, 5 July – 
13 September 2015. For more information please visit www.ica.org.uk 
 
Visitor Information 
Opening times: Monday - Saturday, 10:00 - 18:00, Thursdays, 10:00 - 20:00, 
Sunday 11:30 - 18:00 
Exhibitions admission: £4.50 / £3.50 concessions, free admission Mon - Fri,  
10:00 - 12:00, free entry to under 16s 
Address: 16-18 Ramillies Street, London W1F 7LW 
Nearest London Underground Station: Oxford Circus 
T: + 44 (0)20 7087 9300 
E: info@tpg.org.uk 
W: thephotographersgallery.org.uk 
 
Press information 
For further press information and to request images please contact: 
Inbal Mizrahi on +44 (0)20 7087 9333 or email inbal.mizrahi@tpg.org.uk 
 


