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Hicham Berrada / Felix Kiessling 

„Equilibres / Ausgleich“ 

Opening: 25 October 2014, 5 – 9 pm 

performance by Hicham Berrada and Houwaida Goulli, 7:30 – 8 pm 

Exhibition: 28 October– 21 November 2014 

curated by Alya Sebti 

 

 

This is an ode to the poetry of our everyday lives, an invitation to return to the essential, far from discourse, 

from politicization and from the spectacularization of the extra-ordinary: a moment of pause, of focus on our 

senses, of letting the brain slow down and finally looking at what we are made of, what we all share, but 

don’t take the time to look at in its strange permanent being. 

 

Returning to the sense: to vision. Looking. The observer as a witness, activated only by the presence of 

magic occurring before our eyes. Revealed by the work of alchemists performed by Hicham and Felix: agents 

who make visible to the naked eye the magic of the things which form our foundation by a new combination 

of essential elements in their relationship to each other: water, magnesium, the elementary particles 

necessary to the emergence of life, of heat, of movement. 

Tensions arise from these relationships: provoking the reaction of millions of particles which create an 

illusion of equilibria. 

It is due to these improbable equilibria that one sees what we are made of. The observer faces not only a 

representation of nature – nature itself is present. Nature in its most extended element: water, brought to 

light by a minimal intervention on our perceptions by simple arrangements and changes in scale.  

 

It is a return to the fundamentals of painting: Here, the white canvas is reality; the painterly materials are 

physical elements, activated to create a new illusion of equilibria in motion, never still because all things 

physical are never finished. It is a play with the temporality bound to the material. The latter becomes an 

actor due to the arrangement /combination/ dialogue of elementary particles; ingredients of these 

alchemists, cooks, painters and poets of our daily lives. 

 

Visual experience, meta-images on which everyone then projects what they perceive in these landscapes: 

The viewer has observed, but what does he finally see? «What your head is full of is what you will see», in 

other words a return to the sender: The eye of the spectator is guided towards the manifestation of what we  
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all have in common, but afterwards it is his or her own imagination that reads this experience. Every reading 

is unique, the brain expands in order to appropriate these improbable equilibria and itself recreate new  

relationships, creative tensions, and then new improbable equilibria. Hicham and Felix reveal a poetry of 

what we share, but whose reading is always unique. 

 

The senses are permanently addressed; after vision, hearing by the performance of Hicham Berrada. From 

small mouthpieces and an infinitesimally small device, he creates new landscapes and gives birth to an 

opera. The senses are elevated by his new collaboration with the musician Houwaida Goulli who has 

composed a work for this occasion.  

Simple reality which we finally can observe ourselves due to the motion of these magicians. 

Both trained in science. 

 

Nourished by his education in art and science, Hicham Berrada was born in 1986 in Casablanca and lives and 

works in Paris. His work oscillates permanently between science and poetry. He recently exhibited at Palais 

de Tokyo and is represented by Kamel Mennour gallery. Among others, he holds a Prix Schneider in the 

category installation and from l’Académie de France à Rome, has participated in many exhibitions, notably in 

institutions like: Nuit blanche, Paris (2014), Mac/Val (2014), Palais de Tokyo, Paris, Curator Mouna Mekouar 

(2013), Fondation Abderahman Slaoui, Casablanca, Curator Nawal Slaoui (2013), PS1, New York (2011). 

 

Felix Kiessling (born in 1980 in Hamburg) lives and works in Berlin. From a very young age, Felix Kiessling 

was nourished by a sense of being on a planetary sphere without a scale. His approach regards the space 

around him like a neutral material, without measure or form with which he experiments in permanence.  

Felix Kiessling is a student at Institut Raumexperimente in cooperation with Universität der Künste (UdK). He 

has participated in many international indovidual as well as collective exhibitions, including Alexander Levy, 

Berlin (2014), Winzavod Center for Contemporary Art, Moscow, (2014), Vitamin Space, Guangzhou, China 

(2014), D.A.Z. (Deutsches Architektur Zentrum) (2013), Berlin, Schinkel Pavillon, Berlin (2013), Addis Foto 

Fest (2012),  Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin (2011), Reykjavik Art Museum, Reykjavik, Iceland  (2011). 

Furthermore Felix Kiessling’s works were shown at Marrakech biennial, Morocco (2012), and Museum of 

Contemporary Art Tokyo (MOT), Japan (2011). 

 

For the first time, these artists are present together, establishing a dialogue about floating equilibria which 

reveal the poetry of our everyday life. 


