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Press Release 

Issued: 22nd July, 2014 

 

MAC’S NEW £20K ART PRIZE IS TRULY INTERNATIONAL 

SHORTLIST ANNOUNCED FOR THE MAC’S FIRST EVER ART PRIZE  

 

The MAC has launched its new international art prize, offering professional artists worldwide 

the opportunity to exhibit at the MAC with a substantial prize of £20,000 awarded to the 

winner –  one of the biggest contemporary art prizes in Ireland and one of the few major 

prizes in the UK. An international judging panel which includes a senior Tate expert has 

today announced the shortlist of 24 projects which have successfully made it through the 

open submission for ‘MAC International’, which attracted over 1,000 submissions from more 

than 30 countries across the world. 

 

The exhibition, which will run across all three MAC galleries from 31st October 2014 until 

18th January 2015, will offer visitors the very best in contemporary visual art including 

sculpture, painting, photography, film, installation and performance.  MAC International will 

build on the innovative visual art practice built up by the MAC and highlighted by the Turner 

Prize presence in Derry-Londonderry during 2013’s City of Culture 

Submissions to MAC International opened at the start of 2014 and closed at the end of April 

and the winner of the £20,000 prize will be announced at the opening ceremony on 30th 

October, 2014. The resulting, free-of-charge three-month exhibition of the shortlisted artists’ 

work is expected to attract some 60,000 visitors. 

 

A jury of respected international curators including Francesco Bonami, an Italian art curator 

and writer who is currently the Artistic Director of Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo in 

Turin, and Judith Nesbitt, Head of National and International Partnerships at Tate, London, 

will select the winner. Twenty-four submissions have been shortlisted, including works from 

artists in South Korea, Sweden and the US, as well as 11 entries from the UK and Ireland. A 

full list of the selected artists is below, with more information on each artist available from 

themaclive.com 

 

Hugh Mulholland, Curator at the MAC, said: 

 

“MAC International will make a major contribution to the visual arts sector in the UK and 

beyond. It has already made a global impact, with 1,016 submissions coming in from across 

the world, alongside submissions from Irish and UK artists. The calibre of the judging panel 

adds significant weight to the exhibition’s international credentials, while the £20,000 on offer 

to the winner represents one of the largest art prizes in the UK. 

 

“MAC International will fully transform the MAC’s galleries during the exhibition, adding 

further to the MAC’s reputation as a leading cultural venue offering visitors the opportunity to 
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see current visual art practice by local, national and international artists. We expect many of 

the visitors to the exhibition to be out-of-state, making a major contribution to Northern 

Ireland’s cultural tourism economy.” 

 

Culture Minister Carál Ní Chuilín added: 

 

“In order to nurture young and emerging talent here it is vital they are able to experience the 

best from both international and home grown artists. The international art prize offers the 

opportunity to view innovative and pioneering contemporary visual art of all forms. This is at 

the very heart of international contemporary art and will ensure both the reputation of the 

MAC and contemporary arts here continue to grow. With the exhibition free of charge and 

running until January 2015, I am certain many people will take the opportunity to visit the 

MAC.” 

 

The MAC International winner will be announced at a ceremony in the MAC on 30th October, 

2014.  

 

Judith Nesbitt, Head of National and International Partnerships, Tate, said: 

 

“MAC International 2014 is an exceptional opportunity for artists to exhibit in this award-

winning venue. The MAC consistently brings the best of contemporary visual art to 

audiences in Northern Ireland and this open exhibition has widened the net in exciting and 

unpredictable ways.”  

 

Francesco Bonami, Artistic Director of Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Turin, said: 

 

“The MAC International is an extremely important initiative - open exhibitions of this kind play 

an important role in highlighting new work, ideas and approaches by artists across the world. 

On a personal level I was pleased to return to Ireland to reacquaint myself with the diversity 

of practice there.” 

 

The shortlisted artists are: 

 

 Rolando Vargas - Film (Santa Cruz, USA) 

 Lenz Geerk - Painting/sculpture (Dusseldorf, Germany) 

 Andrew Cranston - Painting (Glasgow, Scotland) 

 Zimoun - Sound installation (Switzerland) 

 Jordan Baseman - Film (London, United Kingdom) 

 Darek Fortas - Photography (Dublin, Republic of Ireland) 

 Harri Palviranta - Photography (Helsinki, Finland) 

 Roxy Walsh and Sally Underwood - Painting /installation (London, England) 

 Salla Tykka - Film (Helsinki, Finland) 

 Hanibal Srouji - Painting (Beirut, Lebanon) 

 Maria McKinney - Sculpture (Dublin, Republic of Ireland) 

 Mike Harvey - Film (London, England) 

 Grace Ndiritu - Photo/archive based installation (Birmingham, England) 

 Tim Ellis - Painting (London, England) 
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 Shelly Nadashi - Film (Brussels, Belgium)  

 Euyoung Hong - Installation (South Korea) 

 Tsahi Hacmon - Sculpture/Installation (Israel) 

 Dougal McKenzie - Painting (Belfast, Northern Ireland) 

 Cian Donnelly - Performance (Rome, Italy) 

 Steven Baelen - Drawing (Gent, Belgium)   

 Ulf Lundin - Film (Enskede, Sweden) 

 Mairead McClean - Film (London, England) 

 Charbel Samuel Aoun - Sculpture/installation (Lebanon) 

 Colin Darke - Sculpture (Belfast, Northern Ireland) 

Suzanne Lyle, Head of Visual Arts at the Arts Council of Northern Ireland, added: 

“As principal funder of the MAC, we are delighted to lend our support to this fresh, new 

initiative. Not only has MAC International created welcome opportunities for professional 

artists, but it will show that Belfast, and indeed Northern Ireland, belongs at the very heart of 

international contemporary art practice. Given the volume and diversity of entries, I don’t 

envy the task undertaken by the judges but I am very much looking forward to seeing the 

work of the shortlisted artists at the MAC from October.” 

The Northern Ireland Tourist Board has funded MAC International as part of its Event 

Funding Programme 2014-15. Susie McCullough, Director of Business Support & Events, 

Northern Ireland Tourist Board, said:  

 

“MAC International will present the very best of contemporary visual art and provide a very 

attractive cultural offering for all to experience and enjoy.  We expect to see significant 

national and international interest in this innovative exhibition and many visitors from home 

and abroad. It will also showcase the state-of-the art MAC, a unique cultural venue in the 

heart of Belfast.” 

 

Ulster Bank has been one of the MAC’s key sponsors since it first opened in 2012.  Looking 

ahead to the MAC International, Richard Donnan, Managing Director, Retail Banking at 

Ulster Bank said: “Having been involved with the MAC from the beginning, we can see the 

significant impact the venue has made both economically and culturally for Northern Ireland. 

 

“The MAC International attracts interest from world class artistic talent and offers local 

people an opportunity to engage with visual art that they may otherwise never have the 

chance to experience.  We’re delighted to be involved with the MAC and look forward to 

seeing some spectacular pieces on display later this year.” 

For more information visit themaclive.com 

 

                                                                                 ENDS 

For further information and images please contact the MAC team at Stakeholder on 028 

90339949 or visit themac@stakeholdergroup.com  

 
 

http://www.themaclive.com/
mailto:themac@stakeholdergroup.com
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MAC International quotes 
 
 

Hugh Mulholland, Curator at the MAC: 

 

“MAC International will make a major contribution to the visual arts sector in the UK and 

beyond. It has already made a global impact, with 1,016 submissions coming in from across 

the world, alongside submissions from Irish and UK artists. The calibre of the judging panel 

adds significant weight to the exhibition’s international credentials, while the £20,000 on offer 

to the winner represents one of the largest art prizes in the UK. 

 

“MAC International will fully transform the MAC’s galleries during the exhibition, adding 

further to the MAC’s reputation as a leading cultural venue offering visitors the opportunity to 

see current visual art practice by local, national and international artists. We expect many of 

the visitors to the exhibition to be out-of-state, making a major contribution to Northern 

Ireland’s cultural tourism economy.” 

 

 

Culture Minister Carál Ní Chuilín: 

 

“In order to nurture young and emerging talent here it is vital they are able to experience the 

best from both international and home grown artists. The international art prize offers the 

opportunity to view innovative and pioneering contemporary visual art of all forms. This is at 

the very heart of international contemporary art and will ensure both the reputation of the 

MAC and contemporary arts here continue to grow. With the exhibition free of charge and 

running until January 2015, I am certain many people will take the opportunity to visit the 

MAC.” 

 

 

Judith Nesbitt, Head of National and International Partnerships, Tate: 

 

“MAC International 2014 is an exceptional opportunity for artists to exhibit in this award-

winning venue. The MAC consistently brings the best of contemporary visual art to 

audiences in Northern Ireland and this open exhibition has widened the net in exciting and 

unpredictable ways.”  

 

 

Francesco Bonami, Artistic Director of Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Turin: 

 

“The MAC International is an extremely important initiative - open exhibitions of this kind play 

an important role in highlighting new work, ideas and approaches by artists across the world. 

On a personal level I was pleased to return to Ireland to reacquaint myself with the diversity 

of practice there.” 

 

Suzanne Lyle, Head of Visual Arts at the Arts Council of Northern Ireland: 
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“As principal funder of the MAC, we are delighted to lend our support to this fresh, new 

initiative. Not only has MAC International created welcome opportunities for professional 

artists, but it will show that Belfast, and indeed Northern Ireland, belongs at the very heart of 

international contemporary art practice. Given the volume and diversity of entries, I don’t 

envy the task undertaken by the judges but I am very much looking forward to seeing the 

work of the shortlisted artists at the MAC from October.” 

 

Susie McCullough, Director of Business Support & Events, Northern Ireland Tourist 

Board:  

 

“MAC International will present the very best of contemporary visual art and provide a very 

attractive cultural offering for all to experience and enjoy.  We expect to see significant 

national and international interest in this innovative exhibition and many visitors from home 

and abroad. It will also showcase the state-of-the art MAC, a unique cultural venue in the 

heart of Belfast.” 

 
 
Richard Donnan, Managing Director, Retail Banking at Ulster Bank: 

 

“Having been involved with the MAC from the beginning, we can see the significant impact 

the venue has made both economically and culturally for Northern Ireland. The MAC 

International attracts interest from world class artistic talent and offers local people an 

opportunity to engage with visual art that they may otherwise never have the chance to 

experience.  We’re delighted to be involved with the MAC and look forward to seeing some 

spectacular pieces on display later this year.” 
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Judges’ Biographies 
 
 

Hugh Mulholland  

Curator, the MAC, Belfast 

 

Hugh Mulholland has worked as a Curator for over 20 years; he was founding Director of 

Context Gallery (now CCA) in 1993. From 1997 – 2006 he was Director of Ormeau Baths 

Gallery during this period he established OBG as the most important venue for 

contemporary visual arts in Northern Ireland and one of the leading venues in Ireland, 

positioning the gallery on the international stage. 

He was the first Curator of the Northern Irish Pavilion at the Venice Biennale in 2005 with a 

group exhibition entitled  ‘The Nature of Things’ , Mulholland also curated Northern Ireland’s 

following exhibition at the Biennale in 2007 with a solo show of work by Willie Doherty. 

 

 

Judith Nesbitt 

Head of National and International Partnerships, TATE London 

 

Judith Nesbitt leads Tate's national and international programmes delivered through 

partnerships and exchanges. Before taking up this post, Judith was Chief Curator at Tate 

Britain (2001 - 2010) where she led the curatorial team and played a key role in shaping all 

aspects of Tate Britain’s programme of exhibitions and displays. She curated Michael 

Landy’s Semi-detached commission in 2004, co-curated the 2003 Tate Triennial Days Like 

These, the Peter Doig exhibition in 2008 and the Chris Ofili exhibition in 2010. 

 

 

Francesco Bonami  

Artistic Director of Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Turin 

 

Francesco Bonami is an Italian art curator and writer who is currently the Artistic Director of 

Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo in Turin. Bonami moved to New York City in 1991 

where he was appointed US Editor of Flash Art magazine. From 1999 to 2008 he was 

Manilow Senior Curator at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago and artistic director of 

Fondazione Pitti Discovery in Florence. He directed the 50th edition of the Venice Biennale 

in 2003 and was one of the curators of the 2010 Whitney Biennial. Bonami has also curated 

exhibitions at the Whitechapel Art Gallery (London), the Hayward Gallery (London) and the 

Pinault Foundation (Venice). 
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MAC fact file 
 

 Having opened in April 2012, the MAC is Belfast’s newest and most exciting arts 

venue. 

 

 The award-winning venue includes two theatres; three visual art galleries (which are 

the largest purpose-built contemporary art galleries to have been created in Northern 

Ireland in generations); the Den - a focal point for our Learning and Participation 

programmes; the Family Room; four multi-purpose spaces designed for workshops, 

rehearsals and conferences and dance classes; offices for four resident companies; 

an artist-in-residence studio, and a café and bar. 

 

 Since opening, the MAC has welcomed over 700,000 visitors who have enjoyed 

visual art exhibitions, theatre performances, live gigs, participated in workshops and 

school tours or simply enjoyed the venue as a shared space in the city centre. 

 

 Over 2,000 live performances have taken place in the MAC, with 19 visual art 

exhibitions being enjoyed across the three galleries. 

 

 The MAC’s presence in Cathedral Quarter has significantly boosted economic 

regeneration of a run-down part of the city centre, giving rise to dozens of 

businesses, restaurants and bars which has created jobs and sustainability in an 

area of need. 

 

 The MAC’s artistic programmes have attracted tourists from outside Northern Ireland 

and the venue’s combined activities have contributed £10M to the local economy. 

 

 The MAC building, designed by local architects Hackett Hall McKnight, has won 

numerous national and international architecture awards and, in so doing, has 

increased the quality of Belfast’s built environment. 

 

 The MAC is opened 10am to late, 364 days each year, with the galleries open from 

10am to 7pm seven days per week. 

 

 The MAC has a strategic Learning & Participation programme which aims ensure 

that people from hard-to-reach communities throughout Northern Ireland enjoy, and 

participate fully, with the arts. 

 

 46,380 people – and counting – have taken part in our Learning & Participation 

programme, enjoying activities such as workshops, tours, live events and mentoring 

sessions. 

 

 The venue was built with significant capital funding support from DCAL, the Arts 

Council, DSD and Belfast City Council, trusts and foundations and the corporate 

sector.   
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MAC Executive Team profiles 
 
Anne McReynolds, Chief Executive, the MAC 

As Chief Executive, Anne is responsible for managing the vision and strategy for Belfast’s 

newest multi-million pound arts venue, the MAC.  Based in Belfast’s creative hub, the 

Cathedral Quarter, the MAC boasts two theatres, three visual art galleries, a rehearsal 

space, dance studio, artist in residence space, offices and a café/bar.  It has proved a major 

success with visitors and audiences from across Northern Ireland and beyond since opening 

in April 2012. 

Anne is also a Trustee of the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland and a member of 

the Cathedral Quarter Steering Group.  She has also been appointed by the Minister of State 

for Culture as a Trustee of The Theatres Trust, an Independent Advisory Body charged with 

protecting and preserving theatres throughout the UK. 

Anne was one of the co-founders of the Belfast Children’s Festival and chaired the Board of 

Trustees of that organisation for the first five years of its life.  She has also been a member 

of the Board of Directors of Upstate Theatre, Drogheda.   

Prior to the MAC, Anne was the Director of OMAC (Old Museum Arts Centre) since 1996. 

 

Áine McVerry, Director of Marketing & Communications, the MAC 

Áine is the Director of Marketing and Communications for the MAC, Belfast's newest arts 

centre in the Cathedral Quarter which opened in April 2012. Áine has been with the 

organisation since 2004 and was part of the small team that delivered the capital build. 

Previous to this, Áine worked in marketing and fundraising for an international charity.  

She has also been the Chair of the Belfast Arts Marketing Group and a board member of 

Audiences NI, Northern Ireland’s first audience development agency. Áine is an English 

Literature graduate with a MSC in Communication, Advertising and Public Relations. 

 

Paul McIlwaine, Director of Finance and Operations, the MAC: 

Paul is responsible for the financial strategy and operational delivery of the MAC.  A 

Business Honours graduate from the University of Edinburgh, and qualified chartered 

accountant, he spent ten years with PwC working in the UK, Europe and Africa for clients 

including Nokia Mobile Phones, Commerzbank and Barclays Africa. 

As Director of Finance and Administration and Company Secretary at Camaxys Group PLC, 

an AIM-listed software business, Paul played a key role in a successful $15m private equity 

fundraising.  From 2005 to 2008 he was Group Finance Director and Company Secretary of 

GruppeM Investments PLC, an AIM-listed investment company based in London and 

China.  There he led the takeover of a luxury car retailer and associated aftersales service 

company based in Qingdao, China.  
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He held a number of private and public finance consultancy roles for blue-chip clients from 

2008 to 2011 including NHS East of England, the Department for Regional Development and 

Northern Ireland Water Limited where he led the transition of its financial reporting from UK 

standards to International Financial Reporting Standards.  Most recently Paul was with 

Northern Ireland Electricity Limited where he was responsible for the production of interim 

and final financial statements and monthly reports to the parent company ESB and NIE 

board. 

 

Gillian Mitchell, Director of Programmes, the MAC 
 
As Director of Programmes for the MAC since 2010, Gillian is responsible for overseeing the 

design and delivery of an artistically excellent and inspiring annual programme of events 

across a range of art forms.  Previously as Director and Deputy Director of the Old Museum 

Arts Centre, she was a key part of the small team tasked with designing and delivering the 

MAC capital project, having worked for the organisation since 1997. 

Gillian is a French and Politics graduate and holds several post-graduate qualifications in 

organisation, management and leadership. She has previously served as a board member 

for several organisations in the cultural sector in Northern Ireland and is currently an active 

board member in the Northern Ireland Theatre Association.  
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Media contact details 

 

For any further press information please contact the MAC 
Press team at Stakeholder Group on:  
 
T: 028 9033 9949 
 
E: themac@stakeholdergroup.com 


